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E  F  A 


THE  Puerperal  Fever,  is  a  difeafe 
peculiar  to  lying-in  women.  The 
term  puerperal  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
word  puerperus%  and,  ftridtly 


g» 

fignifies  no  more  than  childbed.  But  as 


this  is  the  mo  ft  dangerous  of  all  childbed- 

fevers,  fome  writers,  by  way  of  eminence*, 

k  '.'•«*  ■’  •  ,r  ’ 

have  properly  called  it  "The puerperal  fever  k 
to  diftlnguifli  it  from  'The  milk-fever ,  or 
any  other,  incident  to  women  after  deli* 

e  -  "v  '  r  <  r*  r  *“v  *  - "  >-  -■ 

very. 


Notwlthftanding  this  difeale  hath  been 
Common  to  lying-in  women  in  all  ages* 
and  in  all  climates,  and  even  been  de- 
icribcd  in  the  works  of  the  flrft  writer  on 
the  art  of  healing  %  yet  being  generally 
looked  upon,  rather  as  a  fymptom  or 
confequence  of  fome  other  difeafe,  than 


*  Hippocrates. 
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a  difeafe 
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a  difeafe  itfelf,  it  hath  been  either  en¬ 
tirely  over-looked,  or  only  fuperficially 
deferibed  by  the  generality  of  medical 
writers  ;  infomuch  that  we  have  fcarcely 
had  a  determinate  name,  by  which  to 
diftinguifli  it.  Molt  authors  have  term- 
ed  it.  An  objiruffion ,  or  fuppreffion  of  the 
lochia ;  others,  An  inflammation  of  the 

■  -j  ;  f  -  •  A ,  ;  • 

uterus;  fome  have  called  it,  The  lochial 
fever;  fome.  After-pains.;  and,  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  parts  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  faid  tQ 
be  named  The  weed.  But  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  Puerperal  Fever  is  as 
much  an  original,  or  primary  difeafe,  a? 

•  v  ■  .  -i-.  :  >  i  «»  ;  ■-  •  •  ■  -  - 

the  ague,  quinfy,  pleurify,  or  any  other 
complaint  incident  to  the  human  body, 
Pbyflcians  have  fo  greatly  differed  like- 
wife,  concerning  the  nature,  caufe,  and 
treatment  of  the  Puerperal  Fever ,  that  it 
remaineth,  to  the  prefent  time,  a  fubje£t 
of  much  difpute 

And  what  is  of  more  fatal  confequence. 
than  may  at  firft  be  imagined,  is  the 
ignorance  of  people  in  general,  and 

1  Yid»  Chap.  v*. 


particularly 


particularly  of  lying-in  women  and  their 
attendants,  refpe&ing  this  difeafe;  which 
caufes  them  either  to  negleft  it,  or  to 
miftake  it  for  After-pains ,  or  fome  Colic 
complaint ;  and  to  this  I  afcribe,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  great  fatality  attending  it, 
as  will  be  fliown  more  fully  hereafter. 
It  is  of  confequence,  therefore,  to  the 
community,  to  be  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  true  nature,  and  danger,  of  this 

C  ’ 

diforder ;  as  it  occafions  the  death  of 
the  greater  part  df  thofe  who  perifh  in 
childbed  ! 

•  ^  '  •  v  *  t  A  i  v  6  ■  J  ) 

Publick  hofpitals,  for  reception  of  the 
lick  and  hurt,  are  the  grand  feminaries 
of  practical  knowledge  in  the  art  of  medi¬ 
cine.  The  utility  of  thefe  inftitutions 
is  lb  apparent,  that  they  are  now  univer- 
fally  received  all  over  Europe.  Great 
Britain  in  particular  hath  not  been  be- 
hind-hand,  in  promoting  luch  humane 
defigns.  Buildings  of  this  kind,  or  which 
incidentally  promote  the  fame  end,  are 
to  be  feen  in  almoft  every  part  of  this 

a  a  great. 
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great  metropolis.  Among  the  reft,  THE 
CITY  OF  LONDON  LYING-IN  HOS¬ 
PITAL  riles  up  a  fxmple,  yet  elegant,  mo¬ 
nument  of  her  beneficence!^  There  the 
induftrious  poor  meet  with  a  fafe  and  ten¬ 
der  Asy  ttM,  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs.  But 
the  bountiful  hand  of  charity  doth  not  flop 
here  jit  is  alfo  ftretched  out  to  provide  them 
every  medical  affiftance,  under  the  vari¬ 
ous  disorders  which  fucceed  a  ftate  of  preg- 
nancy.  With  this  vie  w,  the  fupporters  of  that 
benevolent  undertaking  have  a  phyfician 
to  attend  to  all  the  difeafes  both  of  the  wo¬ 
men,  and  children.  And  that  his  foie  atten* 
tion  may  be  fixed  to  this  one  great  point, 

the  wifdom  of  that  houfe  direfts,  that  he 
ftiall  be  a  perfon  who  hath  no  connexion 
with  the  praclice  of  midwifery;  and  be 
cho fen  under  the  name  of  Phyfician  in 
Ordinary  to  that  charity.  The  author 

^  w-» 

\<r»  r  *  f  '  '  '  f  *  V  *  .  •  ’ 

*  This  Hofpital  is  entirely  fupported  by  a  voluntary, 
annual  Subfcription  ;  whereby  four  or  five  hundred  poor 
Objects  are  admitted  every  Year,  and  relieved  with  all 
^ecefiaries  during  Childbed.  *. 
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of*  this  treatife,  had  that  honour  conferr¬ 
ed  upon  him,  fome  time  ago.  This  cir- 
cumftance  hath  afforded  him  frequent 
opportunities  of  obferving  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  the  diforder,  now  under 
confideration,  and  hath  furnifhed  him 
with  many  particulars  in  the  following 
difcourfe. 

In  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe  he 
hath  endeavoured  to  feparate  from  it 
fuch  fymptoms  of  other  diftempers  as 
have  erroneoufly  been  afcribed  to  this, 
which  ppeciflon  is  of  the  iitmoft  confe- 
quence  in  the  defcription  of  every  com¬ 
plaint  5  left  one  difeafe  fliould  be  con¬ 
founded  with  another,  and  the  diftindl 
knowledge  of  each  be  rendered  dark,  and 
intricate.  For  example,  inthefcurvy,  how 
many  difeafes,  or  fymptoms  of  difeafes, 

as  I  have  remarked  elfewhere  *,  have 
been  attributed  to  that  fimple  mala¬ 
dy,  which  do  not  belong  to  it  ?  and  how 
jnany  volumes  have  been  written  to  de- 

*  In  Libello  de  Scorbuto,  cap.  u 
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fcribc  its  ffefts,  and  manner  of  treat¬ 
ment  ? 

s 

But  the  author’s  principal  defign,  in 
treating  of  the  Puerperal  Fever ,  hath  been 
to  fearch  into,  and  to  difcover,  its  true 
origin  and  fource,  and  to  (how  the  va¬ 
rious  changes  which  it  makes  upon  the 
human  body;  that  we  may  be  led  to  a 
more  uniform,  and  certain  method  of 
cure.  How  far  he  hath  fucceeded  in  his 
attempts,  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  future 
experience,  and  to  the  judgment,  and 
candour  of  the  difcerning  publick. 
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*  ‘  .  *\J  *  t  -*>  4 1  V>  •-  -  ’ 

JDefcription  of  the  Difeafe .  - 

UPON  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  day 
after  delivery,  but  moft  commonly 
on  the  fecond,  the  patient  complains 
of  violent  pain  and  forenefs  over  the  whole 
hypogaftric  region ;  that  is,  from  the  navel 
downwards.  The  tendernefs  is  often  fo 
acute,  that  the  gentleft  touch  is  almoft  infuf- 
ferable.  The  belly  feels  commonly  foft. 

A  Some- 
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Sometimes  it  will  be  greatly  fwelled  ;  but,  in 
general,  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  it 
is  not  much  more  tumefied  than  what  may 
be  expected  fo  early  after  delivery.  There  is 
no  inflammation,  or  other  difcoloration,  to  be 
feen  on  the  abdominal  Ikiru 

?-  ki  -r  v-.  -. 


Though  the  pain  of  the  belly  be  general, 
yet  it  commonly  affedts  fome  one  part  in  par-* 
ticular  more  than  another.  Sometimes  the 


chief  feat  of  pain  will  be  in  both  the  iliac 
regions  ;  fometimes  in  one  more  than  the 
other.  At  one  time  the  region  of  the  os 
pubis,  or  groin,  will  be  the  chief  feat;  at  an¬ 
other,  a  violent  pain  will  fix  acrois  the  pit 
of  the  ftomach,  and  ftrike  through  the  Ihort 
ribs,  on  each  fide,  down  to  the  fpine.  The 
pains  will  often  put  on  the  appearance  of 
labour -pains,  and  fhoot  from  the  loins  and 
belly  mpo  the-groin  and  thighs.  They  are 
then  generally  mifbken,  by  the  patient  and 
her  attendants,  for  after-pains,  and  being  neg- 
ledkd,  the  difeafe  quickly  gains  ftrength, 
and  proves,  by  this  means,  too  often  fatal. 
When  the  pain  lodges  about  the  pubes^  ot 
groin,  it  will  fometimes  affedt  the  an,us>  and 
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heck  of  the  bladder.  But  there  is  feldom  any 
fenfe  of  heat,  or  throbbing  pain,  in  the  re¬ 
gion  of  the  vagina  :  and  whenever  this  doth 

o  o 

happen,  it  is  probably  owing  to  a  different 
caufe. 

r  t  ,-r  '  -  •'  .  ~  .  rv-f  .. 

The  pains  of  the  abdomen  are  generally  pre¬ 
ceded  by  greater  or  lefs  degrees  of  rigors  or 
convulfive  fhuddermo;s  with  ienfe  of  cold. 
Sometimes  there  is  no  rigor  ;  or,  at  leaft,cfo 
flight  as  not  to  be  attended  to  by  the  patient. 
And,  indeed,  the  rigor,  in  general,  is  much 
lefs  than  what  is  obfervable  in  many  other 
fevers.  Nor  is  the  violence  of  the  iubfe- 
quent  difeafe  to  be  judged  of  by  the  degree  of 
the  preceding  rigor*  For  iometimes  a  flight, 
or  no  rigor  at  all,  will  be  followed  by  a  fevero 
attack  of  the  difeafe,  and  a  great  rigor  by  a 
flight  attack*  The  wife  of  Roffe,  for  in- 
ftance,  began  with  a  rigor  which  continued 
for  an  hour,  and  fhe  recovered  on  the  fixth 
day.  The  wife  of  Cope  had  no  rigor,  yet 
the  difeafe  proved  mortal  in  a  few  days. 

«  s 

1  1  ^ 

Though  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  day  af¬ 
ter  delivery,  be  the  common  and  almoft  con- 
ilant  times  of  the  firft  beginning  of  the  ma- 

A  2  lady, 


4  A  TREATISE  on  this 

lady,  yet  it  is  not  without  its  variations* 
For,  fometimes,  it  will  come  on  from  the 
very  time  of  delivery,  or  even  before,  and  be 
confounded  with,  or  loft,  as  it  were,  in  the 
labour-pains  ;  or  it  may  not  appear  till  after 
feveral  days.  But  thefe  are  only  to  be  con- 
ftdered  as  varieties ;  however,  filch  varieties 
as  are  always  to  be  remembered  by  the  phy- 
fician,  that  he  may  not,  at  any  time,  be  off 
his  guard* 

The  patient,  from  the  beginning,  gene¬ 
rally  complains  of  a  pain  in  the  head,  which 
is  confined  chiefly  to  the  forehead,  and  parts 
about  the  eyebrows  ;  this  is  frequently  at¬ 
tended  with  a  vertigo ,  or  giddinefs  in  the 
head,  and  want  of  reft. 

There  is  much  thirft.  The  tongue,  oil 
examination,  commonly  appears  white,  but 
feldom  foul,  and  is  foft  and  moift  to  the 
touch,  A  red  line  will  fometimes  run  up 
the  middle  of  it,  and  the  whitenefs  remain 
on  each  fide  :  in  this  cafe  the  red  part  is  ufu- 
ally  dry,  and  the  white  moift.  Sometimes 
the  tongue  will  continue  white  and  moift  till 
the  approach  of  death ;  but,  in  general,  be- 
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fore  that  period,  it  becomes  very  dry  and 
rough,  and  changes  to  a  dark  brown  colour, 
often  with  a  mixture  of  yellow. 

■  ^  ~  *  J  1 

A  general  anxiety,  or  dejedtion  of  mind 
appears  in  the  countenance,  and  the  eyes  par¬ 
ticipate  of  the  fame  diftrefs.  The  face  is  of¬ 
ten  flufhed,  and  fometimes  there  is  a  deep 
red,  or  livid  colour  fixed  in  the  cheeks. 

The  fkin  is  generally  hot  and  dry ;  but 
iometimes  fo  cool  and  temperate,  that  a  per- 
foil  from  thence  could  hardly  know  whether 
the  patient  laboured  under  any  difeafe  or  not. 
Sometimes  intermediate  fweats  come  on  all 
over  the  body,  and  thefe  ufuafly  relieve  the 
patient ;  but  they  are  more  common  when 
the  difeafe  begins  to  abate. 

The  pulfe,  in  general,  is  quick  and  weak; 
though  fometimes  it  will  relift  the  finger 
pretty  ftrongly.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe,  it  feldom  beats  lefs  than  a  hundred 
ftrokes  in  the  fpace  of  a  mi  lute  ;  and,  from 
this  number,  I  have  found  it  run  on  to  one 
hundred  and  fixty.  The  intermediate  pulfa-% 
were  various.  The  moft  common 
*  number 


/ 
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number  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  % 
and  the  next  general  numbers  were,  one 
hundred  and  twelve,  one  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- two.  The 
different  habits  of  body,  and  circumftances 
of  the  diforder,  will  eafily  account  for  thefe 
variations  in  the  pulfe.  When  the  difeafe 
proves  mortal,  the  pulfe  at  laft  becomes  fo 
quick  and  weak  as  fcarcely  to  be  numbered* 

A  fhortnefs  in  breathing,  without  any 
wheezing  or  noife  in  the  breaft,  generally 
accompanies  the  diftemper  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  This  commonly  keeps  pace  with  the 
degree  of  pain  in  the  abdomen .  For  if  the 
pain  be  very  moderate,  the  fhortnefs  in 
breathing  is  alfo  very  flight,  or  perhaps  not 
at  all  perceptible  ;  but  if  acute,  the  breathing 
is  accelerated  in  proportion,  and  the  pain  is 
increafed  at  every  infpiration.  I  fhould  be 
glad,  in  this  article,  to  exprefs  myfelf  fo  as 
to  be  rightly  underftood.  I  call  it  a  fhort¬ 
nefs  in  breathing  rather  than  a  difficulty* 
becaufe  a  difficulty  in  breathing  may  be  at¬ 
tended  with  a  full  infpiration,  and  a  deflre  of 
taking  in  a  large  quantity  of  air  ;  whereas 
the  breathing,  I  here  mean  to  defcribe,  is  quite 

the 
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the  reverfe  ;  the  infpirations  are  quick  and 
fmall,  with  a  fear  and  dread,  as  it  were,  of 
making  a  full  infpiration ;  or,  in  other 
words,  of  dilating  the  thorax .  The  reafon 
of  this,  as  I  apprehend,  is  not,  in  general, 
owing  to  any  complaint  in  the  lungs,  or 
chelf  (except  when  the  pains  extend  to  the 
region  of  the  ftomach  and  ribs)  but  merely 
to  the  grand  feat  of  the  diforder  being  with¬ 
in  th z  abdomen,  and  which,  at  every  infpira¬ 
tion,  is  fqueezed,  as  it  were,  betwixt  two 
preffes ;  by  the  diaphragm  from  above,  and 
the  abdominal  mufcles  from  below.  I  al- 
mort  fh  udder,  with  horror,  when  I  confider 
the  excruciating  torments  that  rauft  rack  the 
diftreffed  patient,  under  thefe  dreadful  circum- 
fiances  !  But  the  reader  can  have  no  adequate 
idea  ot  what  1  mean  till  he  comes  to  underftand 
the  true  feat  of  the  difeafe,  by  the  help  of 
diffedlions.  As  the  malady  increafes,  the 
fhortnefs  in  breathing  increafes  likewife,  and 
before  death  clofes  the  fcene,  the  infpirations 
are  often  fo  fmall  that  the  chert  is  hardly  feen 
to  move,  and  the  breath  feems  no  longer  to 
diftend  the  lungs,  but  to  be  confined  to  the 
offer  a  arteria*  or  upper  part  of  the  thorax , 


A 
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A  cough  frequently  attends,  yet  is  no¬ 
ways  effential  to  the  difeafe,  but  merely  acci¬ 
dental  :  however  it  ufually  proves  trouble- 
fome,  and,  when  violent,  is  not  without 
danger ;  as  may  be  learnt  from  what  hath 

juft  now  been  hinted. 

•  *  '  <  •  '  •  ■  ‘  :■  :■  ;  ;  '  <  •  • 
vV  v.  -  "V.  -  V  .  4-.  .  -  ■  U-  •  -  -  .... 

The  patient,  when  the  difeafe  is  violent, 
generally  lies  on  her  back,  feldom  turning 
on  her  fide  or  belly. 

Vomiting,  with  complaints  of  a  load  and 
ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  are  very  ufual  fymp- 
toms  ;  however  thefe  are  far  from  being  al¬ 
ways  prefent.  What  is  thrown  up  is  com¬ 
monly  either  yellow,  green,  or  of  a  blackifh 
colour.  The  vomiting  will  fometimes  come 
on  from  the  time  of  delivery,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  precede  it.  When  death  approaches' 

there  is,  for  the  moil  part,  a  continual  dis¬ 
charge  by  vomit  of  whatever  is  taken  ;  and 
what  is  brought  up,  is  commonly  either 
green,  or  black. 

1  he  belly,  at  the  beginning,  is  generally 
coftive.  Sometimes  it  is  very  regular,  at 

other 
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-other  times  a  diarrhoea  attends.  When  this 
laft  is  the  cafe*  what  is  difeharged  is  ulually 
of  a  dark  brown  colour  and  very  fetid ;  and 
the  ftools  are  fometimes  covered  with  a  whi- 
tifh  froth.  Flatulencies  in  the  bowrels  are 
very  common,  whether  the  belly  be  loofe  or 
coftive.  When  the  difeafe  terminates  in 
death,  involuntary  ftools  are  the  general  har¬ 
bingers. 

The  patient  at  flrfh  often  complains  of 
fome  difficulty  in  making  water,  and  dis¬ 
charges  it  in  finall  quantities ;  but  this  ufu- 
ally  goes  off  after  having  a  ftool  or  two. 
The  urine,  after  ftanding  for  fome  time  to 
fettle,  generally  appears  of  a  brown  colour* 
and  depofits  a  crude  fediment  half  floating  at 
the  bottom  of  the  glafs.  What  is  meant  by 
crudity  in  the  urine  is  hard  to  define,  and 
fcarcely  to  be  learnt  but  by  ocular  demon- 
ftration.  It  is  a  cloud,  or  fettling  in  the 
urine,  which  the  phyfician  experts  to  be 
changed,  or  concofted,  as  it  is  commonly 
termed,  by  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  into 
a  thick  coloured  fediment*  But  if  a  perfect 
flow  of  the  lochia  continues,  during  the  dis¬ 
order,  then  the  urine,  after  fettling,  gene- 
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rally  appears  red  and  inflamed.  It  is  neceffary 
to  remark  this  laft  circumftance,  left  the 
phyfician  fhould,  at  fir  ft  fight,  be  deceived, 
and  afcribe  that  to  an  inflammatory  ftate  of 
the  blood,  which  is  owing  merely  to  an  in¬ 
nocent  difcharge  from  the  uterus .  As  the 
difeafe  abates,  the  urine,  in  ‘common,  puts 
on  a  remarkable  change  ;  it  becomes  turbid, 
ufually  of  a  yellowifti  or  clay-colour,  not 

much  unlike  a  decoftion  of  .Peruvian  bark 
when  cold ;  and  depofits  a  thick  yellowifti 
fediment,  frequently  tinged  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  purple.  But  the  urine  is  not  always 
fb  regular  in  its  appearance,  for  fometimes  it 
will  greatly  vary  :  however,  in  general,  when 
a  crifis  is  forming,  a  diligent  obferver  may 
perceive  plain  indications  of  it  in  the  urine. 
When  the  diftemper  ends  unfavourably,  the 

urine  feldom  changes,  but  continues  pretty 
much  the  fame  to  the  laft. 

i 

The  lochia,  or  nfual  difcharges  after  deli¬ 
very,  commonly  lole  their  florid  complexion, 
and  dimiuifh  in  quantity  ;  but  if  the  difeafe 
.  goes  off  foon,  the  natural  flow  generally  re¬ 
turns.  Sometimes,  indeed,  there  feems  to 

,  $  f 
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be  very  little  change  made,  with  refpeft  to 
the  flow  of  the  lochia.  The  difcharue  will, 
now  and  then,  appear  quite  black. 

The  patient,  in  general,  does  not  com¬ 
plain  fo  much  of  want  ot  milk,  during  the 
progrefs  of  this  difeafe,  as  to  prevent  her 
fuckling  her  child ;  however  the  contrary  will 
fometimes  happen,  efpecially  if  it  be  very 
violent,  or  a  diarrhoea  attend  and  the  ibools 
be  thin  and  watery. 

*  -  (  f  '  »  .  •  K  >  .  **  '  '  ’  *  •  ’  ■*  * 

Pain  of  the  head  is  common  to  moil  fe¬ 
vers,  and  although,  in  this  malady,  as  ob- 
ferved  above,  it  be  among  the  firft  fymp- 
toms,  yet  it  is  attended  with  this  peculiarity, 
that  it  leldom  is  accompanied  with  any  deli- 
rium ,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  ;  unlefs .  perhaps  a  few  hours  before 
death.  Nay,  fometimes  the  patient  will  re¬ 
tain  her  fenfes  to  the  laid,  which,  confider- 
ing  the  violence  of  the  diforder,  is  very  won¬ 
derful.  Perhaps  it  may  be  owing  to  the  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs  the  diftemner  generally  makes, 
when  it  proves  fatal;  fo  that  there  is  not 
time  for  that  change  to  be  made  in  the  brain, 
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as  in  many  other  fevers  of  longer  duration? 
befides,  the  feat  of  this  diforder  is  never  in 
the  head,  but  always  confined  within  the 
trunk  of  the  body. 

The  blood,  when  ordered- to  be  taken 
away  in  this  difeafe,  was  generally  fizy,  with 
a  quantity  of  yellow  ferum .  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  ever  feeing  the  blood  in  a  dilfolved 
ft  ate, 

I  have  not  remarked  any  precife  time,  or 
critical  day,  that  nature  takes  for  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  difeafe  :  but  fhe  endeavours  to 
relieve  herfelf  by  three  different  ways  ;  by  a 
diarrhoea ,  by  urine,  and  by  fweat.  A  diar¬ 
rhoea  is  the  chief  way  by  which,  as  far  as  I 
have  obferved,  fhe  is  able  completely  to  ex¬ 
tricate  herfelf ;  and  this  (lie  often  attempts 
‘  "from  the  beginning  of  the  malady.  The 
wife  of  Fareham,  for  example,  was  relie¬ 
ved  from  her  diforder  in  forty- eight  hours, 
by  the  kind  efforts  of  nature  in  producing  a 
diarrhoea .  And  the  wife  of  Garret  was 
cured  in  twenty-four  hours,  by  the  like  fpon- 
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taneous  difcharee.  Of  the  other  two  eva- 

o 

cuations,  fweating  is  the  moft  effectual. 

The  reader  will  probably  expeft  that  I 
fhould  have  taken  notice  here  of  the  lochia , 
as  the  moft  provable,  and  I  might  lay  almoft 
the  only  method  by  which  nature  could  form 

a  perfeft  crifis.  It  is  true,  that  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  diftemper,  as  faid  above, 
there  is  frequently  more  or  lefs  of  a  fuppref- 
fion‘  or  change  made  in  the  lochia ,  and  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  fame  when  the  difea.fe  begins  to 
£0  off.  But  I  do  not  remember  ever  meet- 

o 

ing  with  an  inftance  where  this  malady  was 
brought  to  a  crifis  by  a  flow  of  the  lochia . 
Neither  do  I  well  comprehend  how  nature 
can  throwr  off  the  difeafe  this  way,  any  fur¬ 
ther  than  by  diminilhing  the  quantity  of 
blood,  in  the  lame  manner  as  an  hemorrhage 
at  the  nofe,  or  bleeding  at  the  arm  would  do. 
But  a  difcharge  of  blood  alone  does  not  ap¬ 
pear,  to  me  at  leaft,  fufficient  to  remedy  the 
evil.  Nor  does  nature  make  ufe  of  this  way 
either  to  cure  or  prevent  the  diieale ;  if  fhe 
did,  it  would  hardly  follow  fo  foon  alter  that 

copious 
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copious  difcharge  of  blood,  which  fucceeds 
every  delivery.  The  fuppreffion  of  the  lo¬ 
ch  ial  difcharge  feems  to  be  in  confequence  of 
the  difbrder,  and  the  return  in  confequence  of 
its  abatement.  This  may  probably  be  owing  to 
a  fpafmodick  conftricHon  of  the  uterine  veffels 
occafloned  by  the  pain  within  the  abdomen \ 
during  the  difea fe,  and  to  a  relaxation  of 
them  by  its  ceflation,  Juft  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  may  be  obferved,  by  ocular  demon- 
ft  rat  ion,  in  any  large  frefh  external  wound. 
For  if  an  inflammatory  difpofition  feize  the 
veffels  going  to  the  part,  the  difcharge  will 
become  thin  and  ichorous ;  but  as  foon  as 
the  inflammatory  conftricHon  of  the  veffels  is 
removed,  by  means  of  proper  evacuations  and 
a  cooling  regimen,  the  difcharge  becomes 
immediately  more  free,  and  better  condition¬ 
ed.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  the  truth 
is,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  difcern,  that 
neither  the  lochia ,  nor  even  the  uterus  itfelf, 
are  primarily  attended  in  this  difeafe,  but  only 
fuffer  by  confent j  the  fame  as  the  bladder,  or 
any  other  neighbouring  vifcus  might  do. 
T  he  reaion  of  this  affertiou  will  be  explained 
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more  rally,  in  its  proper  place,  when  vfe  come 
to  treat  of  the  caufes  -of  this  difeafe. 

It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  remark  that  this 
fever  muft,  of  courfe,  .be  complicated  with 
any  diforder  that  the  patient  might  happen  to 
labour  under  at  the  time  of  child-birth.  The 
chief  that  I  have  met  with  in  this  way,  of 
any  confequetice,  hath  been  the  phthijis  pul- 
monalis .  If  any  difeafe  hath  taken  its  imme¬ 
diate  origin,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  puerperal 
fever,  and  been  combined  with  it,  it  hath  been 
the  peripneumony.  I  have  met  with  feveral 
inftances  of  this  kind. 

As  to  the  miliary  fever,  fo  common  among 
lying-in  women,  it  hath  no  connexion  at  all 
with  the  puerperal  fever;  and  when  it  doth 
happen  to  be  joined  with  it,  I  fufpedt  it  muft 
generally  be  owing  to  an  over-heated  room, 
a  warm  regimen,  an  unfeafonable  ufe  of  cor¬ 
dials,  or  heating  medicines.  The  puerperal 
fever  is  a  difeafe  fui  generis ,  of  a  nature  pe¬ 
culiar  to  itfelf ;  and  as  Ample  and  regular  in 
its  appearance,  for  the  moft  part,  as  any  dis¬ 
temper  incident  to  the  human  body.  Info- 

much 
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much  that  it  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  furprize, 
that  phyficians  in  general  fhould  have  either 
overlooked  it,  or  have  been  fo  irregular  and 
confufed  in  its  defcnption. 

This  fever,  as  to  the  time  of  its  duration, 
will  vary,  according  to  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe,  the  manner  of  treatment,  and  the 
time  of  the  patient  making  her  complaints 
known.  In  general,  if  it  ends  favourably, 
it  may  terminate  in  three,  four,  or  five  days 
from  the  time  of  complaining.  The  wife 
of  Lawson  had  her  fever  terminated  even  in 
twenty-four  hours,  by  purging  her  with  the 
Jal  catharticus  amarus ,  notwithftanding  the 
pains  of  the  abdomen  were  very  fevere,  and 
the  pulfe  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix. 
What  is  here  to  be  underftood  by  the  word 
terminate,  is  no  more  than  that  the  pains 
ceafe,  the  fever  abates,  and  the  patient  is  out 
of  danger.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  fick  per- 
fon  is  able,  in  that  time,  to  get  up  and  walk 
about,  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  fhe  muft  require  fome  time  after¬ 
wards,  to  recover  her  ftrength  ;  and  even  the 
weaknefs,  from  the  preceding  labour  would 

demand 
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demand  that,  exclufive  of  this  intervening 
malady. 

When  the  difeafe  refifts  the  efforts  of  nature^ 
and  baffles  the  affiffance  of  art,  it  generally 
proves  mortal,  as  far  as  I  have  obferved,  on 
the  fifth,  fixth,  feventh,  eighth,,  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  or  twelfth  day,  after  deli¬ 
very  ;  the  day  on  which  the  delivery  hap- 
pened,  not  being  included.  '  And  this  rule, 
as  to  time,  I  (hall  attend  to  through  the 
whole  of  this  difcourfe,  unlefs  where  it  is 
otherwife  expreffed.  In  this  opinion  I  am 
fupported  by  Galen.  c<  A  quo  die ,  inquit  y 
mulier  pepererit,  ab  eo  numerare  incipias ,  non 
a  quo  ceepit  febricitare  :  nam  aliquce  fecundo 
tertiove  die ,  pojiquam  pepereriht ,  in  febrem 
incidunt ,  atque  ab  eo  plerique  futuram  cri- 
Jim  enumerant .  Veriim  res  fecus  habet ; 
quum  oporteat  a  die ,  quo  fcetum  edety  enu- 
merationem  exordiri  And  this  obvious 
reafon  may  be  affigned  for  it,  namely,  that 
the  very  hour  of  delivery  can  always  be  ex¬ 
actly  alcertained  ;  whereas  the  time  of  attack 
is  often  various,  and  uncertain.  Sometimes, 

*  In  Prognoftic.  Charter.  Tom.  viii.  pag.  663, 
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indeed,  the  diforder  may  be  protradted  to  n 
much  longer  period  ;  but  then  it  generally 
either  begins  later  than  common,  or  is  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  particular  circumftances. 
I  have  remarked  that  a  diarrhoea  coming  on 
either  at  the  beginning  or  afterwards,  and 
continuing  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  will  fometimes  rather  tend  to  prolong 
than  quicken  the  time  of* death.  The  wife 
of  Liner,  for  inftance,  had  a  diarrhoea  from 
the  firft,  which  continued,  at  intervals,  to 
the  laft,  and  fhe  furvived  till  the  eighteenth 
or  nineteenth  day  after  her  delivery. 

Before  death,  there  is  feldom  that  change 
made  in  the  eye  and  countenance  which 
happens  in  moft  other  fevers,  unlefs  juft  at 
the  very  laft ;  and  perhaps  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon  as  given  above  l.  Nor  do  the  teeth,  in 
general,  collect  that  brown  or  blackifti  fordes 
which  is  fo  obfervable  in  many  fevers.  A 
delirium ,  I  have  obferved  before,  feldom  at¬ 
tends,  and  the  fame  may  be  laid  of  the  hic¬ 
cough  and  fuhfultus  tendinum . 

*  Page  ii. 
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The  pain  of  the  abdomen  generally  abates, 
or  entirely  ceales,  for  fome  hours  before 
death  ;  but  fometimes  the  patient  expires  in 
great  agonies. 

The  difeafe  happens  at  all  times  of  the 
year,  and  is  incident  to  women  of  all  ages 
after  delivery,  as  well  to  thofe  who  have  had 
many  children,  as  thofe  who  have  had  few. 
Such  women  as  have  buffered  great  hardfhips, 
or  exerted  their  {Length  beyond  meafure, 
during  gravidity,  feem  to  be  more  fubjed,  to 
this  malady,  than  others  who  have  gone 
through  that  Rate  with  more  eafe,  and  tran¬ 
quillity. 

Having  thus  given  a  general  defcription  of 
the  difeafe,  I  will  colled;  into  -one  point  of 
view  what  I  look  upon  to  be  its  chief  patho-  . 
gnomonic  fymptoms,  or  charafteriftic  marks. 
Thefe  are,  an  acute  pain  and  great  forenefs, 
over  the  low^er  part  of  the  abdomen ,  attended 
with  a  fever,  and  commonly  a  pain  in  the 
forehead,  happening  boon  after  delivery.  Al¬ 
though  thefe  figns  are  fufficient,  in  general, 
to  dilfinguifh  it  from  all  other  difeafes,  yet 
it  may  bemeeefiary  to  particularize  thofe  with 
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which  it  hath  the  greateft  affinity,  and  mark 
out  fume  of  their  chief  diftindtions. 

1 .  It  may  be  diflinguiffied  from  after-pains, 
by  the  fever ;  by  the  exquifite  tendernefs  of 
the  belly,  and  the  pain  not  being  periodical, 
but  continual. 

2.  From  the  milk-fever,  by  the  pain  and 
tendernefs  of  the  abdomen  ;  by  the  abfence  of 
tenfion  or  fullnefs  of  the  mammee ,  or  fhoot- 
ing  pains  about  the  breads,  and  arm-pits. 

3.  From  the  miliary  fever,  by  the  general 
fenfations  of  pain  and  forenefs  about  the  hy- 
pogaftric  region,  and  greater  colour  in  the 
urine ;  by  a  lefs  degree  of  hurry,  and  confu- 
lion  of  the  fpirits ;  by  having  no  eruptions, 
nor  fen  he  of  pricking  or  tingling  in  the  fkin; 
and  if  thefe  laft  ffiould  happen,  by  their  giv¬ 
ing  no  relief,  which,  in  the  miliary  fever, 
they  commonly  do. 

4.  From  the  iliac  pafion,  by  the  pain  not 
being  fo  fixed  to  any  particular  fpot,  as  round 
the  navel  or  the  like ;  but  being  more  dif- 
fuied  over  the  abdomen ,  and  confined’ chiefly 

to 
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to  the  lower  part  of  the  belly ;  by  the  patient 
lying  pretty  {till,  and  not  twilling  the  body 
about,  or  preffing  upon  the  belly  with  a  view 
of  relieving  the  pain ;  and  laftly,  by  a  diar¬ 
rhoea  either  attending,  or  the  body  being  ea- 
fily  foluble  by  cathartics. 

5.  From  the  flatulent  colic ,  by  the  attend¬ 
ing  fever,  the  abdominal  pain  and  forenefe, 
and  by  the  pains  not  moving  about  from  one 
part  of  the  inteftinal  canal  to  another. 

6.  From  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus ,  by 
not  having  the  fenfation  of  a  weight  and  tu¬ 
mour,  and  a  continual  burning,  throbbing 
pain,  in  the  region  of  the  uterus ,  extending 
to  the  adjacent  parts. 

Hippocrates  diftinguilheth  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  uterus ,  by  the  following  fignsi 
“  blv  (pteyfJLccivYiTcu  r\  fj^T^m^  -\xvtTxi'  Hy  be  t l 
a(pxxehi^r\  TrxXiyxoTxtvin^  7rvp  c^v1  ^  fjclya^ 
x*  tip  pixy  axAypr,  tcc  ctjxtpi  t cc  ctiboicc,  exTrccyAoos  ts 
(XifegTar,  Kj  bxXVSTXl,  Xx\  QpfJLCtj*  X)  el  T is  hra- 
(pTiCei  tw  bxxTJ Actjj  z<  avSris  xxxiov  i'%£i  xj  obcc- 
£,stclI)  xx  1  t r,y  xscpxAvv  cc Ayeei,  xj  to  ftpsy/xx,  xj 
Xj  lb  poos  fJLiTWTT  lb  OLIOS  y  TCC  ccxpecc  -\v%QVTOLL 
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l  ’  /  \  *v  •  */  flU  ^  \  * 

3C<%/  TgT pSfJLCilVS(TLy  Xj  7CCt)fJLCL  ?%€L  ClAAoTZy  Xj  tG&- 

icieiv  ix  eSrsASi)  ouS'h  v  v&pn  ivepytb  da  it  in  7roA- 

A 37,  ^  fCjJLClJ/OS  B  7rclfJL7TCtV  difcLTcU  TY)V  TOOpYlV 

X)  Y  xoiXlm,  xj  Qqcl,  Xj  ccvcCiaaei,  xcli  q^uujoltcli 

TO,  Tg  7}T pOV,  Xj  TtfS  jS &($00Va.$9  XCCl  T a&  i^UOLS,  Xj 

7rccpx(pvaictS)  xcll  Tccyp’j  3t> iax&atv  i  £/  inftamma- 
tus  fuerit  uterus ,  vellicatur ;  j'zW  <:^r- 

ruptum  fuerit  et  recruduerit ,  febris  corripit 
acuta  et  magna ,  horrorque  durus  partes  circa 
pudenda ;  ferociter  ajftcitur,  mordetur ,  <£? 
citatur .  .Afc  Ji  quis  digito  con  tiger  it,  rurfus 
pejus  habet ,  et  pungitur ,  caput  et Jinciput  do- 
let,  turn  caligo,  turn frontis  fudor  adefl,  extre¬ 
ma  perfrigerantur  ac  tr  emu  fit,  inter  dum  etiam 
fopor  occupat ,  neque  audire  poteft ,  neque  a  li¬ 
quid  uterus  ejficit ;  multum  eft  cibi  faftidium, 
neque  ftomachus ,  neque  ventriculus  omnino  cibum 
attrabit,  vociferatur,  projilit,  dolet  pubem,  in- 
guina,  et  lumbos ,  et  occultos  pudendi  locos >  ce- 
leriterque  intereunt 

i .  (> .  \ .  ■  .  ■ 

Commentators  differ  with  reipe£t  to  the 
true  meaning  of  the  word  -Iocvstccl.  Char- 
terius,  as  we  fee  above,  tranflates  it  velli- 

1  De  Mulier.  Morb.  lib.  2.  cap.  50.  Charter,  tom.  vii. 
pag.  827. 
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catur  ;  FoESiushath  it  contrabitur .  The 
common  meaning  of  the  word  referreth  to 
the  touch;  and  Hippocrates  generally 
ufeth  it  in  this  very  fenfe,  as  may  be  obferved 
in  Foesius’s  Oeconomia ,  under  the  letter 
I  rather  fufpedt,  therefore,  that  there  is  a 
corruption  in  this  part  of  the  text,  and  that 
the  true  interpretation  flhould  be  thus  :  Si  in - 
jlam  mat  us  fuer  it  uterus ,  taSiui  fe  oferidit :  an 
inflammation  of  the  uterus ,  may  be  known 
by  the  touch.  Almoft  all  authors,  who  have 
defcribed  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus ,  con¬ 
fide  in  the  touch  as  much  as  any  thing,  in 
order  to  difcover  the  difeafe.  Indeed  the 
fwelling  of  the  uterus ,  and  the  fenfe  of  heat, 
which  are  infeparable  from  an  inflammation 
of  it,  are  the  grand  and  leading  ideas,  and 
contain,  of  themfelves,  a  general  though 
ihort  defcription  of  the  difeafe ;  and  therefore 
are  the  likeliefi:  to  be  firft  introduced  by  any 
author  who  is  about  to  defcribe  inch  a  ma¬ 
lady.  After  this,  the  more  minute  and  parti¬ 
cular  parts  of  the  defcription  follow,  as  in 
the  text. 

The  word  cr^y\f  alfo  doth  not  interpret 
well  with  <pp!xy:  horror  durus  is  an  odd,  and 

un- 
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unmeaning  expreffion.  It  would  read  much 
better,  and  be  more  defcriptive,  were  it  writ¬ 
ten  exAvpct,  and  made  to  agree  with  the  latter 
part  of  the  fentgnce,  in  the  manner  that 
FoE'sigs  hath  rendered  it:  wA-ypcc  rol  djjupl 
nra  ai<Po7a :  u  partes  circa  pudenda  dura 
JuntV 

I  will  take  the  liberty  to  give  my  own  in¬ 
terpretation,  of  the  whole  paflage,  and  leave 
every  one  to  do  the  lame.  Si  injiammatus fue- 
rit  uterus ,  taffiui  fe  ojiendit ,  Spuandocunque 
autem  in  eodem  aliquid  corruptum  fuerit  et  re- 
crudaerit^febr  is  acuta  et  ve  heme  ns  cum  horror e 
nafcitur ,  et  qua  circa  naturalia  Junt ,  inauref- 
iunt .  Quam  maxime  ajftcitur ,  fenfus  quafi 
mordendi  eft ,  et  cum  impetu  morbus  accedit ; 
digit o  verum  admoto ,  iterum  res  pejus  fe  habety 
et  aliqua  quafi  puncia  fentiuntur .  Dolor  et 
capitis ,  et  fincipitis  a  deft,  Oculi  caligant ,  fu- 
dorque  e  fronte  prorumpit .  Extrema  partes 
membrorum  frigenty  et  intremunt .  Sopor  quo - 
que  inter dum  urget ;  neque  facultas  audiendi  efty 
neque  utero  vis  ulla  inharet .  Cibi  jaftidium 
multum  efty  nec  jiomachus ,  nec  ventriculus  om - 
nino  alimenti  ten  ax.  Vehement  er  agra  ciamat9 
Jubito  confurgit ;  dolent  et  pubes ,  et  inguina ,  et 
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lumbi ,  et  naturalium  paries  interiores ,  celeri - 
terque  moriuntur . 

From  Aetius  we  learn,  not  only  the  ge¬ 
neral  fymptoms  of  an  inflammation  of  the 
uterus ,  but  thofe  alfo  which  are  peculiar  to 
the  different  parts  of  that  organ,  when  they 
happen  to  be  principally  aftedled.  66  Uteri 
inflammatio  ( inquit )  oh  mult  as  caufas  cont  in- 
git.  Indicant  banc  muliebnum  locorum ,  pubis  y 
imi  ventrisy  ac  lumborum  dolores  ar dentes.  Et 
Ji  digitus  in  os  uteri  fubmittatury  occurrit 
ad  contadiumy  durum  y  cknifum,  fervensy  ac 
retradlumy  prcefertim  Ji  in  ipfoy  aut  in  collo 
fuerit  inflammatio.  Nam  ubi  cavitasy  aut 
Jiindus  uteri  injlammatury  imi  ventris  dolor 
oJlendity  ut  ne  contadlum  quidem  forts  admit  tat. 
Et  plerunque  uterus  ad  inflammation  locum  re- 
trahitury  atque  banc  ob  caufam  osy  et  collum 
ejusy  avertitur.  Difl'ert  autem  ab  ea  quam  flu- 
pra  uteri  retraffiionem  appellavimus ,  quia  in 
inflammatime  febris  efl  acuta ,  et  ardor  inten- 
fus.  Si  verb  poflerior  ipjius  pars  uiflammata 
fuerit ,  dolor  cifcafpinam  mag  is  hcerety  ety  com - 
prefo  inteflino  retlo,  ft  er  cor  a  detinentur.  An¬ 
terior  e  autem  parte  infiammatdy  nrince  diftftcul - 
tasy  aut  flillicidiuniy  conjequitur  ex  comprefla 

D  vejica , 
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*vejicay  pr  refer  tim  fi  dolor  peclinem  a  fit  git.  At 
ubi  obliquos  laterum  locos  injiammatio  occuparit , 
inguina  diftenduntur ,  et  crura  gruvantury  ac 
cegre  movent  nr.  Invalefcente  verb  injlamma - 
tione ,  febres  accedunt,  dolor  capitis ,  jlomachi 
afjliaio  per  confer fum ,  //;//  ventris  tumor , 
dor,  difen  tio ,  gravitas  cox  arum ,  lumborurn , 
prctcordiorum,  inguinum ,  femornm,  horrores' 
difcurrentes ,  purge  ntesy  pedum  torpor y  ge- 

nuum  perfrigeratiOy  extremarum  partium  exu- 
datioy  pulfus  parvi-ac  denfty  animi  deliquittmy 
exolutio.  In  augment o  verb  etiam  fingultus , 
dolor  tendinis y  colli ,  maxillamimy  fmcipitisy 
oculorum  prefer  tim  in  j undo .  Urinaque  ac* 

ft  er  comm  recrement  a  fupprimuntur.  Et  in¬ 
flammations  adhuc  magis  acuta ,  febres  augef- 
£unty  deliranty  dentihus  frendunt  1 

vi  a  1  *  '  ••  _  1  w  *  ‘  « 

Thefe  marks  taken  collectively,  and  com¬ 
pared  with  the  genuine  and  conftant  fymp- 
toms  of  the  puerperal  fever,  will  fufficiently 
diftinguifh  the  one  difeafe  from  the  other. 

7.  From  the  cholera  morbus ,  by  the  coftive* 
nefs  that  generally  attends  the  puerperal  fever, 

s  Aetii  Medic.  Gra?c.  &c.  Per  Janum  Comarium,  Lug- 
duni,  1549.  pa^  icoS. 
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at  the  beginning  ;  and  if  it  fhould  commence 
with  a  diarrhoea ,  it  is  eafily  diftinguifhed 
from  that  of  the  cholera ,  by  its  not  being  io 
fudden,  fo  painful  and  profufe,  nor  finking 
the  patient  fo  much  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
giving  generally  immediate  eafe,  ftrength,- 
and  fpirits.  Neither  is  it  attended  with  that 
violent  degree  of  vomiting  as  the  cholera ,  nor 
with  thofe  fpafms  and  contractions  in  the 
limbs.  Befides,  the  cholera  is  confined  chiefly 
to  the  clofe  of  fummer  and  beginning  of  au¬ 
tumn,  as  regularly,  fays  Sydenham  j,  as 
fwallows  come  in  the  beginning  of  Ip  ring, 
and  cuckows  towards  midfummer,  whereas 
the  puerperal  fever  happens  all  the  year 
round.  In  a  word,  the  complaints  coming  on 
foon  after  delivery,  the  pain  and  forenefs  be¬ 
ing  diffufed  over  the  hypogaftric  region,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  general  appearance  of  the 
diforder,  will,  at  once,  diftinguifh  it  from  the 
cholera  morbus . 

1  Seft,  iv.  cap.  2.  pag.  175. 
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CHAP.  II. 
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Of  the  Prog  no  flics. 

.  .  ;  ■  "  .  t  •  '  . '  , 

THERE  is  fcarcely  any  difeafe,  in  the 
hiftory  of  Phyfic,'  where  delays  are 
more  dangerous  than  in  the  puerperal  fever. 
And  yet,  unfortunately  for  the  patient,  there 
is  no  difeafe  which  is*  more  apt  to  be  neg¬ 
lected,  or  trifled  with  ;  or,  what  is  worfe,  in- 
judicioufly  treated,  through  the  ignorance  of 
the  lying-in  woman,  and  her  attendants. 

The  patient,  as  hath  been  obferved  l,  fre¬ 
quently  rniftakes  her  complaints  for  after- 
pains,  and  thinking  they  will  gradually  go 
off,  neglects  to  make  her  cafe  known  and 
apply  for  proper  aid.  The  by-ftanders  fall 
into  the  fame  error,  or  taking  it  for  forne  co¬ 
lic  complaint,  keep  the  patient  hot,  ply  her 
plentifully  with  fpices  and  caudle,  and  give 
her  fpirituous  waters  or  warm  medicines,  un¬ 
der  the  notion  of  cordials.  By  thefe  means 

^  1  Page  2* 
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the  malady  is  greatly  increafed,  makes  quick 
ravage,  and  becomes,-  in  a  fhort  time,  inevi¬ 
tably  fatal. 

* 

Nurfes,  and  women  in  general,  feem,  in 
a  great  ■meafu re,  ignorant  of  fuch  a  difeafe 
as  this  being  incident  to  lying-in  perfons.  I 
dare  venture  to  fay  that  the  very  name  of  it 
is  as  much  a  ftranger  to  mod  of  them,  as  if 
no  fuch  malady  exifted;  and  yet  there  never 
was  a  time  when  this  difeafe  did  not  exift. 
The  confequence  is,  that  knowing  no  dan¬ 
ger,  they  fear  none ;  whereas,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  fhould  be  taught  to  dread  the 
name  of  puerperal  fever,  as  they  would  the 
name  of  peftilence,  or  plague  ;  for  I  fear  that 
the  one  defiroys  not  more  than  the  other. 
Like  a  fierce  and  untamed  enemy,  the  one 
fpreads  his  hoftile  banners  in  open  day,  and 
feafts  on  carnage  and  definition,  till,  glutted 
with  {laughter,  he  himfelf  finks  down  and 
dies  !  But  the  other,  like  a  fecret  revengeful 
foe,  ftabs  in  the  dark  to  the  very  vitals,  and 
though  he  kills  one  only  at  a  time,  yet  he 
is  privately  flaying  every  day,  and  never  la¬ 
riated  ;  thus  making  up  by  length  of  time, 
what  the  other  does  by  a  fudden  devaluation  ! 

They 
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They  fhouid  be  taught  to  know,  I  fay,  that 
pain  and  forenefs  of  the  belly,  coming  on 
foon  after  delivery,  unlefs  fpeedily  relieved 
by  judicious  affiftance,  will  prove  mortal  in 
a  few  days  !  They  fhouid  be  taught  to  know 
that  thefe  complaints  are  attended  with  a 
fever,  which  is  called  the  puerperal  fever. 

t 

I  cannot  fay  how  it  may  be  with  other 
phyficlans,  hut,  for  my  part,  I  never  hear  a 
childbed  -woman  complain  of  a  pain  and  ten- 
dernefs  or  the  abdomen ,  but  I  look  upon  her 
disorder  with  as  much  anxiety  and  circum- 
fpedtion,  as  if  1  knew  her  aflually  labouring 
under  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  or  a 
hernia  with  a  ftrangulated  gut ;  and  think  it 
my  duty  to  be  as  expeditious  in  relieving  the 
one  complaint  as  the  other.  I  have  dwelt 
the  longer  on  this  head,  in  order  to  fhow  the 
neceffity  there  is,  in  this  difeafe,  of  the  phy- 
flcian  being  made  acquainted  with  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  time  ;  and  to  apprize  the  patient  and 
her  attendants,  ot  the  great  and  imminent 
danger  attending  a  neglect.  Let  us,  there¬ 
fore,  return  to  the  prognoftics. 


By 
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By  carefully  attending  to  the  pulfe  and  re- 
Ipi ration,  much  may  be  learnt  refpedling  the 
fate  of  the  patient  labouring  under  this  dil- 
eafe.  If  the  pulfe  be  very  quick,  and  the  re- 
fpi ration  frequent  and  fmall,  it  portends 
great  danger.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  pulfe 
become  flower,  the  breathing  more  free  and 
full,  it  is  a  certain  flgn  of  a  change  for  the 
better.  The  degrees  of  thefe  are  to  afcertaia 
the  degree  of  danger,  or  fafety,  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  A  quick  pulfe,  fmgly  confidered,  is, 
at  all  times,  a  dangerous  lymptom  ;  and  the 
more  fo,  if  very  weak  and  fmall.  The  con¬ 
trary  indicates  lafety.  If  the  pulfe  does  but 
once  begin  to  become  daily  flower  and  flower, 
as  from  one  hundred  and  twenty- eight  to  one 
hundred  and  twelve,  then  to  one  hundred,  or 
the  like,  it  is  to  be  efteemed  as  one  of  the 
befl:  figns.  But  if  it  continue  at  the  fame 
number,  or  rather  quicken,  it  always  threat¬ 
ens  danger  ;  or  if  it  be  found  changeable, 
being  one  day  quicker  and  another  day  flower, 
it  is  ever  to  be  fufpected.  Nay,  fo  infallible 
is  the  beat  of  the  pulfe,  with  refpedt  to  num¬ 
ber,  that  though  all  the  other  iymptoms 
thou  Id  abate,  and  the  difeafe  feem  to  be  gone 

off. 
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off,  yet  if  the  pulfations  do  not  decreafe  ill 
proportion,  a  relapfe,  or  fome  other  diforder, 
is  to  be  feared. 

A  diarrhoea  coming  oil  at  the  beginning* 
if  followed  by  a  flower  pulfe,  prognofticates 
fafety.  But  if,  after  evacuations  by  ftool, 
whether  procured  by  nature  or  art,  the  pulfe 
fhould  not  become  flower,  it  is  to  be  reckon¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  mod  dangerous  fymptoms. 
A  perfon  feized  with  this  fever  having  had  a 
coftive  body,  during  pregnancy,  is  threatened 
with  more  danger  than  if  the  belly  had  been 
regular. 

If  the  difeafe  be  negledted  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  it  is  frequently  mortal ;  but  if  affiftance 
be  called  in  due  time,  it  often  eafily  yields  to 
medicine. 

When  figns  of  the  malady  come  on  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  time  of  delivery,  it  is  com¬ 
monly  produdtive  of  evil. 

If  violent  pains  fhoot  acrofs  the  epigaftric 
region,  through  the  ribs  to  the  back,  with 
a  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  a  quick  pulfe, 

the 
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the  difeafe  will  generally  prove  mortal,  with¬ 
in  the  feventh  or  eighth  day,  from  the  at¬ 
tack. 

Want  of  deep  is  not  a  favourable  fymptom. 
When  the  patient  turns  herfelf,  and  lies  upon 
her  fide,  it  fignifies  a  change  for  the  better. 

A  whitifh,  moift,  and  foft  tongue,  is  no  bad 
fign ;  but  when  it  begins  to  be  clear,  it  indicates 
fafety.  When  the  tongue  becomes  dry,  and 
rough,  and  changes  its  colour,  let  the  phy- 
fician  be  attentive  to  the  fate  of  his  patient. 

A  fixt  colour  in  the  cheeks,  with  a  livid 
hue,  portends  no  fmall  danger. 

Partial  fweats  confined  to  the  face,  neck, 
and  bread:,  indicate  no  good.  When  they 
are  general,  and  attended  with  turbid  urine 
and  a  flower  pulfe,  the  phyfician  may  encou¬ 
rage  his  patient. 

A  frefh  flow  of  the  lochia  is  an  eligible 
figa. 
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If  the  urine  continues  crude,  and  of  the 
fame  colour  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  difor- 
der,  it  prognofticates  ill.  Turbid  urine,  of 
a  clay  or  yellowilh  colour,  with  a  thick  fe- 
diment,  tinged  with  purple  or  red,  is  a  to¬ 
ken  of  recovery. 

A  cool  fcft  ikin,  as  of  one  in  health,  un- 
lefs  it  be  joined  with  other  favourable  marks, 
is  only  a  flattering  fymptom. 

A  frequent  difcharge,  by  vomit,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  difeale,  of  a  green  or  black 
colour,  is  generally  mortal.  Death  is  fpee- 
dily  to  be  expefted,  when  the  pulfe  becomes 
fo  quick  and  weak  as  fcarcely  to  be  numbered, 
when  the  patient  throws  up  every  thing  that 
is  given  her,  when  the  ftools  flow  involunta¬ 
rily,  and  a  cold  clammy  fweat  hangs  on  the 
extremities. 

■*  -V  '  ’  '• 
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CHAP.  III. 

"»r-  - 

Of  the  Difedtions. 

1WILL  make,  a  few  general  obferva- 
tions,  by  way  of  preface.  At  the  time 
of  death,  or  fome  hours  after,  the  whole  ab¬ 
domen  was  commonly  found  much  fwelled,  but 
loft,  and  no  way  difcoloured,  unlefs  by  the 
veins  which  fometimes  branched  upon  it. 
At  other  times,  it  was  not  in  the  leafl  tume¬ 
fied,  but  had  rather  the  contrary  appearance, 
being  funk  down  and  fiat :  this  feems  to 
happen  moftly  in  thofe  cafes  where  there  hath 
been  a  profufe  diarrhoea ,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  difeafe.  Upon  cutting  into  the  abdo- 
?nen,  the  membrdna  a  dip  of  a  y  abdominal  muf- 
cles,  and  peritojianm ,  were  always  found  in 
a  found  date,  except  where  it  is  otherwife 
expreflfed.  All  the  bodies  were  opened  about 
twenty-four  hours  after  death.  The  manner 
in  which  I  propofe  treating  this  part  of  my 
difcourfe  is,  firft  to  give  a  general  hiflory  of 
the  cafe,  and  then  the  difledlion.  In  doing 
this,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  entirely  to  the 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  or  fuch  other  circum- 
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fiances  as  might  happen  to  the  patient  before 
delivery  ;  and  which  may  tend  to  illuftrate 
more  fully  the  nature  of  the  cafe.  1  fhall 
not,  at  prefent,  make  any  obfervations  upon 
the  morbid  appearances  after  death,  but  leave 
the  reader  perfectly  free  to  draw  his  own  con- 
clufions. 


CASE  I. 

* 

The  patient,  who  is  the  fubjecl  of  this 
difle&ion,  had  an  eafy  labour,  and  this  was 
her  fecond  lying-in.  The  pains  were  fevere 
all  over  the  lower  pare  of  the  abdomen ,  which 
was  affefted  by  the  fiighteft  touch,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  right  iliac  region.  A  loofenefs 
attended  from  the  beginning,  and  the  dis¬ 
charge  was  fetid.  A  vomiting  alfo  came 
on,  at  the  fame  time,  firft  of  a  green,  and 
afterwards  of  a  blackith  colour.  Both  the 
purging  and  vomiting  continued  to  the  laft. 
The  urine  was,  at  the  beginning,  high  co¬ 
loured  ;  but  afterwards  changed  to  a  more 
brown  colour  with  a  crude  lediment.  The 
pulfe,  from  the  firft,  was  at  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  and  weak,  and  before  Ihe  died,  fo 
quick  and  iftiall  as  fcarcely  to  be  numbered. 

There 
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There  was  a  difficulty  in  breathing,  owing, 
as  ffie  faid,  to  the  acute  pain  in  the  abdomen , 
which  was  greatly  increafed  every  time  ffie 
drew  in  her  breath.  The  tongue  was  white, 
and  there  was  much  thirft,  and  fever.  She  had 
a  pain  in  her  head,  and  could  get  no  reft.  The 
day  before  ffie  died  ffie  thought  herfelf  much 
better.  She  ufed  to  complain  of  a  pain  in 
her  belly,  for  fome  time  before  Ihe  was  deli¬ 
vered,  but  was,  otherwife,  in  health.  She 
was  ftrongly  prepoflefled  with  a  notion,  for 
a  long  time  before  delivery,  that  ffie  fhould 
die  in  childbed.  There  was  no  hiccough, 
nor  fubfulius  tendinum  ;  neither  was  ffie  deli¬ 
rious,  but  retained  her  mental  faculties  per¬ 
fectly  to  the  time  of  her  death.  The  difeafe 
proved  mortal  on  the  feventh  day  after  de¬ 
livery. 

Dissection. 

The  abdomen  was  not  fwelled.  Upon  ex~ 
poling  the  vij'cera  a  quantity  of  fetid  liquor 
difcharged  itfelf,  which  was  found  floating 
among  the  inteftines  and  in  the  pelvis .  The 
omentum  was  greatly  inflamed,  and  partly  in 
a  mortified  ftate.  On  the  right  fide,  a  little 

below 
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below  the  fhort  ribs,  part  of  the  omentum  was 
thickened,  and  very  much  gangrened,  and, 
when  fcarified  with  the  knife,  difehamed  a 
quantity  of  flanking  liquor,  which  feemed  to 
be  contained  in  cells.  The  inteftines  were  not 
diflended  with  air,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  in 
this  difeafe,  but  adhered  to  each  other  as  if  they 
had  been  {lightly  glued  together.  Small  por¬ 
tions  of  a  whitifh  or  yellow  fubftance,  feem- 
ingly  fat,  ftuck  here  and  there  between  the 
folds  of  the  inteftines,  as  if  they  had  been 
parted  to  them.  The  inteftines  were  in  general 
inflamed,  but  particularly  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  abdomen ,  where  there  alfo  feemed  to  be  a 
tendency  to  a  gangrene.  The  vagina ,  and  ex¬ 
ternal  parts  were  unhurt.  The  uterus  was 
perfectly  found,  and  contracted  into  a  fmall 
compafs,  and  lay  concealed  within  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis .  Nothing  remarkable  was  ob- 
•  ferved  in  any  of  the  other  abdominal  vifcera . 
The  contents  of  the  thorax  were  not  exa¬ 
mined. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

The  fubjedt,  of  this  difledtion,  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  this  was 
her  firft  child.  She  had  a  fafe  and  eafy 
labour.  She  was  a  healthy  woman,  except¬ 
ing  a  flight  pain  in  her  left  fide,  and  a  little 
difficulty  in  breathing,  which  fhe  complain¬ 
ed  of,  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  before  fhe 
was  brought  to-bed.  The  difeafe began,  on  the 
fecond,  or  third  day  after  delivery,  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain  and  tendernefs  all  over  the  abdomen . 
Thefe  fymntoms  were  accompanied  with  a  fe¬ 
ver,  and  fevere  (hooting  pains  acrofsthe  pit  of 
the  ftomach  and  tides.  There  was  a  cough  and 
difficulty  in  breathing.  A  vomiting  attended, 
from  the  beginning,  firft,  of  a  green,  and  af¬ 
terwards  of  a  dark  coloured  matter  ;  pretty 
much  the  fame,  as  was  afterwards  found,  in 
the  ftomach,  upon  dilTedtion.  The  vomiting 
continued  till  death.  At  firft  the  belly  was 
coftive,  but  afterwards  loofe,  and  the  ftools 
were  fomewhat  black  and  fetid.  The  abdo- 
men  was  a  good  deal  fwelled.  The  urine 
was  of  a  brown  colour,  and  had  a  crude 
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brown  fediment.  Once  the  fediment  changed 
to  a  whitifh  colour,  but  returned  again  to  a 
brown.  The  tongue  was  dry,  and  the  third 
great.  The  pulfe  at  firft  beat  one  hundred 
and  forty  in  the  fpace  of  a  minute,  and  was 
weak,  but,  before  death,  it  reached  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty,  and  was  fcarcely  to  be  felt. 
Profufe  fweats  came  on  at  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  but  as  it  increafed  they  went  off. 
There  was  no  delirium,  fubfultus  tendinum , 
nor  hiccough.  She  died,  in  great  agonies* 
on  the  eleventh  day  after  delivery. 

Dissection. 

The  abdomen  was  much  tumefied.  Upon 
penetrating  into  its  cavity,  there  milled  out 
a  quantity  of  fetid  air,  and  a  liquor,  of  the 
fame  odour,  mixed  with  pus .  The  omentum 
was  found  in  a  gangrenous  date  and  thin, 
having  loft  the  greateft  part  of  its  fat.  The 
mortification  had  particularly  feized  the  infe¬ 
rior  portion  of  the  omentum,  which  was 
dragged  down,  towards  the  left  fide,  fo  as 
to  reach  into  the  pelvis,  and,  by  the  diften- 
tion  of  the  inflated  inteftines  underneath. 
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was  preffed  clofe,  in  that  part,  againft  the  os 
pubis.  The  ftomach  and  inteftines  were 
greatly  diftended  with  air,  particularly  the 
former.  The  c cecum  was  alfo  much  inflated, 
but  contained  little  elfe  than  air  :  the  few  ex¬ 
crements,  that  were  in  It,  were  thin,  and  of  • 
a  dark  colour.  In  the  ftomach  was  found  a 
quantity  of  thick,  blackifh  fluid.  The  vef- 
fels  on  the  furface  of  the  inteftines  and  fto¬ 
mach,  were,  in  different  places,  diftended 
with  blood.  The  inteftines  (lightly  adhered 
to  each  other,  as  if  pafted  together,  and  final! 
parcels  of  a  fatty  fubftance,  of  the  fame  kind 
as  thofe  mentioned  before,  ftuck  faft,  in 
various  places,  betwixt  their  feveral  convo¬ 
lutions,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  glued  them, 
together.  The  uterus  was  in  a  found  ftate, 
and  lay  hid,  within  the  pelvis.  Both  lobes 
of  the  lungs  were  inflamed,  and  fomewhat 
black,  particularly  in  their  moft  de¬ 
pendent  part.  No  alteration  was  found  in 
th t  pleura.  Nothing  particularwas  difcovered 
in  any  of  the  other  vifcera. 
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CASE  III. 


The  perfon,  who  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  pre~ 
fent  difie&ion,  was  thirty-four  years  of  age, 
and  this  was  her  fecond  childbirth.  She  had 
an  eafy  labour,  and  made  no  complaints,  ei¬ 
ther  before  or  after  delivery,  till  the  third 
day.  She  began  with  a  (hivering,  fucceeded 
by  a  fever.  This  was  followed  by  an  acute 
pain  all  over  the  abdomen ,  but  efpecially  over 
the  region  of  the  ftomach,  (hort  ribs,  and 
down  to  the  fpine.  A  fhortnefs  of  breath,, 
and  vomiting  attended.  The  difcharge  was 
grega.  The  belly  was  neither  coftive,  nor 
loofe.  She  preferved  her  fenfes  entire.  No 
hiccough,  nor  fubfultus  iendinum  came  on. 
The  difeafe  terminated  fatally,  on  the  fixth 
day,  after  childbirth. 


Dissec  tion, 


The  belly  was  greatly  fwelled.  The  (kin 
of  the  whole  body  was  of  a  tawny,  or  yellow- 
ifh  hue.  Upon  viewing  the  abdominal  con¬ 
tents,  the  omentum  was  found  greatly  morti¬ 
fied. 
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fled.  A  yellow,  fetid  liquor,  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  pus ,  filled  th z  pelvis,  and  floated  among 
the  inteftines.  The  whole  inteftinal  canal 
was  diftended  with  fetid  air,  but  particularly 
the  great  flexure  of  the  colon .  A  general  in¬ 
flammation  appeared  fcattered,  in  various 
parts,  over  all  the  inteftines.  The  ftomach 
was  not  diftended  with  fiat  us ,  but  lay  con¬ 
cealed  under  the  liver,  which  was  of  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  magnitude.  It  had  pufhed  itfelf, 
as  it  were,  high  up  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax ,  and  carried  the  diaphragm  along  with 
it;  to  which  it  adhered  fo  firmly,  in  its  whole 
convex  furface,  as  not  to  be  feparated.  I11 
the  right  lobe  was  found  a  very  extenfive  ab- 
fcefs,  filled  with  hydatides,  fwimming  in  a 
fluid  which  was  void  of  all  fmell.  The  hy¬ 
datides  were  perfectly  round,  and  of  various 
magnitudes,  from  the  fize  of  a  hen’s  egg,  to 
that  of  a  hazel-nut.  They  were  compofed 
of  a  thick  gelatinous  fubftance,  fomewhat  of 
a  brown  colour,  but  pretty  tranfparent,  and 
fo  firm  as  not  to*  be  deftroyed  by  handling. 
The  reft  of  the  liver  appeared  to  be  quite 
found.  The  gall-bladder  was  pretty  large, 
and  full  of  bile.  The  lungs  were  of  a  re¬ 
markably  fmall  fize,'denfe,  and  livid;  they 

F  2  did 


A  TREATISE  on  the 


44 

did  not  adhere  to  the  pleura .  The  uterus  was 
quite  contracted,  and  lay  concealed  within 
the  pelvis :  its  fubftance  was  fomewhat 
thicker  than  ordinary,  but  of  a  firm  texture, 
and  perfectly  found . 


CASE  IV. 

This  was  her  fecond  lying-in,  and  fhe  was 
about  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  She  had 
complained  of  pains  in  the  abdomen ,  for  fome 
time  before  delivery,  and  told  her  compa¬ 
nions  afterwards  that  fhe  had  got  a  hurt 
in  her  belly,  but  did  not  defcribe  the 
manner  how,  or  the  particular  part  where  fhe 
had  received  the  injury.  However,  fine  made 
no  complaints  to  her  phyfician  till  about  the 
firft  or  fecond  day  after  delivery,  when  fhe 
was  feized  with  a  fever,  and  fevere  pain  and 
fo renefs  all  over  the  hypogaftric  region,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  vomiting.  The  matter  thrown 
up  was  at  firft  of  a  yellow  colour,  but  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  changed  to  a  green. 
A  diarrhoea  came  on  at  the  fame  time,  which 
continued  till  death.  The  bellv  was  never 
fwelled,  but,  in  a  manner,  quite  emaciated. 

The; 
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The  pain  ceafed,  a  day  or  two,  before  fhe 
died.  The  difeafe  proved  mortal  on  the 
eighteenth  day  after  delivery. 

Dissection. 

The  abdomen  was  not  tumefied,  but  quite 
fhrunk.  The  vifcera  being  expofed  to  view, 
the  whole  omentum  appeared  in  a  gangrenous 
ftate.  The  lower  part  reached  down  into  the 
pelvis ,  and  was  entirely  mortified,  and  had  a 
mod  offenlive  fmell.  Its  under  furface  lay 
upon  the  uterus ,  its  upper  ftuck,  as  if  glued, 
a  gain  ft  that  part  of  the  abdomen  near  which 
the  tnufculi  pyramidales  take  their  origin,  or 
rather  a  little  more  to  the  left  fide.  It  had 
tinctured  the  external  furface  of  the  uterus 
with  a  variety  of  dark  brown  fpots,  fo  as  to 
make  it  appear  variegated,  or  marbled  ;  and 
had  infedted  with  an  adtual  gangrene  the  pe¬ 
ritoneum  and  mufcular  fiefh,  at  the  place, 
above  th t  pubis,  juft  now  mentioned.  It  had 
alfo  made  an  impreffion,  of  the  fame  nature, 
upon  the  ovaria ,  and  Fallopian  tubes.  The 
omentum  like  wife  adhered  clofely,  through 
the  whole  compafs  of  the  abdomen ,  to  the 
peritoneum  above,  and  the  inteftines  below, 
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as  if  palled  to  them.  On  the  right  fide,  in 
the  iliac  region, .  an  abfcefs  had  formed  in  the 
fubftance  of  the  omentum ,  which,  being 
opened,  difcharged  a  quantity  of  purulent 
matter.  A  general  inflammation  had  fpread 
itfelf,  over  the  coats  of  the  inteftines,  in  va¬ 
rious  parts,  and  in  fome  places  they  deemed 
to  be  changed  to  a  dufky  colour.  The  fub¬ 
ftance  of  the  uterus ,  notwithftanding  the 
difcoloration  on  its  furface,  upon  difiedlion, 
appeared  altogether  firm  and  found  ;  it 
was  properly  contradled  into  a  {mall  com- 
pafs,  and  lay  funk  within  the  pelvis.  There 
was  no  fetid  water,  nor  any  other  liquor, 
found  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ,  ex¬ 
cept  a  very  fmall  quantity  which  moiftened 
the  bottom  of  the  pelvis.  The  inteftines, 
the  omentum ,  and  all  the  other  parts  within 
the  abdomen ,  were  remarkably  dry ;  much 
more  fo  than  in  any  other  body,  which  I  have 
feen  opened,  affedled  by  this  difeafe.  Neither 
wras  there  any  kind  of flatus  confined  within 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ,  or  inteftines.'  Yet 
the  parts  difeafed,  in  this  fubjedt,  were  con¬ 
taminated  with  fuch  a  gangrenous  flench, 
as  fcarcely  to  be  endured. 
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CASE  V. 

She  was  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and 
made  no  complaints  before  delivery.  She 
was  fafely  brought  to-bea,  and  had  an  eafy 
labour.  This  was  her  feventh,  or  eighth 
child.  The  difeafe  began  on  the  third  day 
after  childbirth.  There'  was  a  violent  pain, 
and  acute  forenefs  all  over  the  abdomen ,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  fever.  Severe  pains  alfo 
ffiot  acrofs  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  and 
down  through  the  fides.  A  perpetual  pain 
affected  the  head.  She  had,  too,  a  difficulty 
in  breathing,  and  a  frequent  cough.  The 
tongue  was  dry,  and  had  a  brown  ftreak  down 
the  middle.  She  had  a  purging,  from  the 
firft,  which  continued  till  death  ;  and,  before 
that  fatal  period,  a  vomiting  fucceeded,  but 
no  hiccough,  nor  Jubfultus  tendinum .  Her 
breath  was  very  fetid,  and  of  fo  acrid  a  qua¬ 
lity  as  to  caufe  a  fharp  difcharge  from  the 
noftrils,  for  a  week  or  ten  days  together,  of 
a  perfon  who  happened  to  receive  part  of  it 
by  the  nofe,  as  fhe  was  attending  her.  She 
did  not  furvive  the  feventh  day  after  her  de¬ 
livery. 
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livery.  She  retained  her  fenfes  perfectly  to 
the  each  and  expired  in  great  agony. 

Dissection. 

The  abdomen  was  fwelled.  Upon  laying 
open  its  cavity,  the  omentum  appeared  very 
much  inflamed,  and  fomewhat  gangrened. 
All  its  fatty  fubftance  was  nearly  deftroyed, 
feemingly  by  fuppu ration,  and  little  remain¬ 
ed,  of  that  vifcus ,  except  a  thin  membranous 
web  with  pretty  large  veffels,  branching  over 
it,  diftended  with  black  blood.  In  fome 
places  this  thin  web  was  worn,  as  it  were, 
quite  through  ;  being  found  perforated  with 
holes.  A  yellow  fetid  liquor  mixt  with  pus, 
and  minute  pieces  of  a  fatty  fubftance,  were 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis ; 
but  moftly  in  the  latter.  The  ftomach  and 
inteftines  were  greatly  inflated,  and  had  their 
capillaries,  here  and  there,  diftended  with 
blood.  The  latter  fiightly  adhered  to  each 
other,  and  had  the  fame  fort  of  fatty  fub- 
ftances  pafted,  in  divers  places,  betwixt  their 
feveral  convolutions,  which  have  been  de- 
fcribed  above.  The  lungs  were  found  in  an, 
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inflamed  Rate.  The  uterus  was  quite 
found  and  contrafted,  and  lay  concealed 
within  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis .  Nothing 
remarkable  was  obferved  in  any  of  the  other 
vifcera. 


CASE  VI. 

♦ 

This  patient  made  no  complaints  before 
delivery*  but  after  her  death  I  learnt  that,  du** 
ring  her  maiden  ftate,  fhe  had  been  fubjefl:  to 
profufe,  and  dangerous,  uterine  hemorrha¬ 
ges.  Her  age  was  twenty-fix  years,  and  this 
was  her  fecond  lying-in.  She  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
was  feized  the  next  day  about  feven  in  the 
evening.  She  complained  of  a  violent  pain 
and  great  forenefs  all  over  the  abdomen ,  from 
the  os  pubis  up  to  the  cartilago  enjiformis ,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fever.  Though  the  pain  was 
thus  general,  yet  fome  particular  parts  were 
affefted  more  than  others.  The  pit  of  the 
ftomach  was  the  chief  feat  of  pain,  the  next 
was  in  both  iliac  regions  tending  upwards  to 
the  fhort  ribs,  and  the  other  was  dire£lly 
above  the  fymphyfis  of  the  os  pubis .  No  ri¬ 
gor,  or  fenfe  of  cold,  preceded  the  attack. 

G  i  he 
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The  pain,  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  ftruck 
acrofs  the  fhort  ribs,  and  down  into  the  back. 
The  belly  was  very  little  fwelled  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  but  a  good  deal  fo  before  death ; 
yet  always  remained  foft.  She  had  no  pain 
in  making  water.  There  was  no  fenfe  of 
heat,  or  throbbing,  about  the  region  of  the 
uterus ,  or  vagina .  The  difeafe  began  with  a 
diarrhoea ,  and  the  difcharge  was  fetid,  and 
frothy.  During  the  whole  Rate  of  pregnan¬ 
cy,  her  body  was  always  very  coftive.  There 
was  a  pain  in  the  head,  principally  in  the 
fore  part.  Her  thirft  was  very  great.  The 
tongue  kept  moift,  and  white,  till  the  day  be¬ 
fore  ihe  died,  when  it  became  red  and  dry. 
Her  pulfe  from  the  beginning  was  very  weak,, 
and  beat  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  and  iixty 
times  in  a  minute ;  and  at  length  became  fo 
quick,  and  fmall,  as  not  to  be  counted.  The 
ikin  was  temperate.  Sometimes  general 
fweats  broke  out,  but  in  common  they  were 

i  * 

partial;  being  confined  chiefly  to  the  face, 
neck,  and  breaft.  The  lochia ,  for  the  firfl 
two  or  three  days  of  her  diforder,  were  of  a 
proper  colour,  and  in  fufficient  quantity ;  af¬ 
terwards  they  diminifhed  in  both,  but  never 
quite  left  her  till  fhe  died.  She  had  a  very 
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fmall  flow  of  milk.  Her  breathing  was  dif¬ 
ficult  :  the  infpirations  were  very  quick  and 
fmall,  and  increafed  her  pains.  She  had  no 
{pitting,  nor  complained  of  any  cough,  till 
fhe  was  afked  very  particularly  about  that 
circumftance,  and  then  fhe  faid  fhe  had  a 
little  incitement,  to  cough,  now  and  then.  The 
urine  at  firft  was  very  high  coloured,  which 
I  attributed  to  the  flow  of  the  lochia  ;  for  as 
they  diminifhed  it  changed  to  a  brown  co¬ 
lour,  attended  with  a  crude  fediment,  both 
which  continued  till  death.  She  got  no  reft 
till  the  fecond  or  third  night,  and  was  dis¬ 
turbed  out  of  her  fleep  by  dreaming  that  her 
phylician  came  to  her  bed-fide,  and  bade  her 
put  out  her  tongue,  the  i  mpreffion  of  which  was 
fio  ftrong,  that  fhe  immediately  put  out  her 
tongue,  and  awoke  ;  her  {lumbers  in  general 
were  fhort,  and  interrupted  by  dreams  of  va¬ 
rious  kinds.  On  the  fourth  day,  of  her  dif- 
order,  fhe  vomited  {lightly  twice  ;  the  dis¬ 
charge  was  fmall  in  quantity,  and  of  a  dark 
colour :  {lie  vomited  no  more  after  this  ex¬ 
cept  once,  which  was  near  the  time  of  her 
death,  and  what  fhe  threw  up  was  very  fmall 
in  quantity,  and  of  a  dark  yellow.  I  was  much 
furprifed  to  find  that  every  thing  fhe  took  ftaid 
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with  her,  and  that  no  continual  vomiting: 
came  on,  as  is  ufual  in  this  difeafe,  when  it 
proves  fatal,  which  I  could  not  account  for 
till  the  body  was  opened  ;  when  the  ftomach 
was  fouled  fo  greatly  diftended  as  to  be  ren¬ 
dered,  in  a  manner,  quite  paralytic.  She 
complained  much  of  wind  in  her  bowels. 
The  alvine  difcharge,  at  the  latter  end  of  her 
diforder,  was  not  lo  offenfiye  in  fmell  as  at 
firft.  It  was  of  a  dark  yellow  colour,  very 
much  refembling  the  liquor  that  was  after¬ 
wards  found,  in  the  ftomach  and  inteffines, 
upon  diffedion.  She  retained  her  fenfes  to 
within  a  very  few  hours  of  her  death,  when 
ihe  became  fomewhat  delirious.  The  teeth 
contracted  no  foulnefs,  neither  did  the  eyes 
1  after  that  change  which  is  obfervable  in  ma¬ 
ny  other  fevers.  No  hiccough,  nor fuh fulfils 
tendinum  came  on.  The  day  before  ihe  ex¬ 
pired,  the  pains  entirely  ceafed,  and  ihe 
thought  herfelf  better  ;  but  this  was  only  a 
prelude  to  a  general  diffolution :  for  the  fhort- 
nefs  in  breathing  increafed,  the  pulfe  became 
weaker  and  weaker,  a  cold  fweat  fupervened, 
and  clofed  the  fcene  on  the  fixth  day  after  de¬ 
livery  ! 
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Dissection. 

The  body  was  very  much  fwelled.  Branches 
of  veins  appeared  on  each  fide,  running  from 
the  groin  upwards,  and  were  of  a  lively 
green.  Upon  di (playing  the  contents  of  the 
abdomen ,  the  fmall  inteftines  were  feen  greatly 
diftended  with  air.  On  the  right  fide  of  the 
abdomen  they  appeared  of  a  lilver  colour,  with 
their  capillaries,  filled  with  blood,  fcattered 
here  and  there  over  their  furface.  On  the 
left  fide  they  had  loft  a  good  deal  of  that  fil- 
ver  brightnefs,  had  put  on  a  dufky 
colour,  and  had  their  coats  more  thick¬ 
ened  on  this  fide  than  the  other.  That 
part  of  the  inteftinal  canal  lying  in  the  centre 
of  the  abdomen ,  immediately  above  the  os  pu¬ 
bis ,  laboured  under  a  recent  circular  inflam¬ 
mation,  of  about  four  fingers  breadth  dia¬ 
meter,  but  without  any  excoriation,  or  lofs 
of  fubftance,  and  a  quantity  of  pus  was  found 
adhering  to  the  integuments  that  lay  over  it. 
No  appearance  was  to  be  feen  of  the  liver,  or 
colon  ;  thole  two  vijcera  being  quite  hid  by 
the  great  inflation  of  the  fmall  inteftines,  and 

ftomach. 
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ftomach.  This  laft  vifcus  was  inflated  to  an 
amazing  degree.  It  came  fweeping  down 
from  under  the  ribs,  of  the  left  fide,  and 
filled  the  whole  fcrobiculus  cordis .  It  prefled 
fo  ftrongly  againft  this  part,  that,  when  the 
integuments  were  divided,  it  rufhed  out,  and 
being  confined  by  the  ribs  on  each  fide, 
formed  the  appearance  of  a  bladder  filled  with 
air,  of  a  triangular  fhape,  its  apex  pointing 
upwards.  The  winding  of  the  interlines  ran 
up  clofe  to  the  bafe  of  this  triangle,  and  prefix¬ 
ed  againft  it.  The  omentum  was  drawn,  or 
pufhed,  quite  up,  and  lay  rumpled  upon  the 
great  arch  of  the  colon .  It  was  very  thin, 
little  remaining  except  its  membranous  part.' 
On  the  right  fide,  a  portion  of  it,  extending 
from  below  the  fhort  ribs,  was  highly  in¬ 
flamed,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  gangrened. 
That  part,  on  the  left  fide,  which  is  fixed  to 
the  longitudinal  fcifiure  of  the  fpleen,  was 
found  in  the  fame  ftate.  And  that  portion 
of  the  omentum ,  which  is  connected  to  the 
convex  fide  of  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
ftomach,  was  alfo  much  inflamed.  A  large 
veffel,  diftended  with  blood,  furrounded  the 
great  arch  of  the  ftomach,  like  a  garland,  and 
fent  off  branches  which  fpread  themfelves  up¬ 
on 
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on  the  omentum .  Minute  capillaries  likewife 
ran  branching  from  the  omentum  upon  the  ex¬ 
ternal  coat  of  the  colon .  Towards  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  ftomach,  on  the  back  part, 
an  inflammation,  of  an  oblong  fhape,  had 
taken  place,  fpreading  about  two  or  three 
inches.  Upon  opening  the  ftomach,  its  rugce 
were  found  quite  obliterated  ;  it  contained  a 
great  deal  of  air,  and  a  quantity  of  thick  li¬ 
quor,  of  a  dark  yellow  colour.  The  intef- 
tines  did  not  adhere  to  each  other,  neither 
were  there  feen  any  of  thofe  portions  of  fat, 
mentioned  in  feme  of  the  former  diflections, 
adhering  between  their  various  circumvolu¬ 
tions.  They  contained  a  great  deal  of  air, 
and  pretty  much  the  fame  fort  of  fluid  as 
was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  ftomach,  only 
of  a  thicker  confidence.  The  liver  was  of  a 
fmaller  fize  than  common,  of  a  pale  co¬ 
lour,  as  if  it  had  been  boiled,  and  its  fub- 
ftance  was  very  tender.  The  gall-bladder 
was  fmall,  and  half  filled  with  thin  bile. 
The  uterus  was  lefs  contracted,  in  this  fub- 
je£t,  than  1  have  generally  obferved  in  thefe 
cafes,  and  lay  flabby,  and  loofe,  in  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis ;  but,  in  other  relpefts, '  it  was 
oerfeCtly  found.  The  placenta  had  adhered 

to 
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to  its  upper  part,  and  a  dark  coloured  mucm 
lined  its  whole  cavity.  Above  a  quart  o f 
yellow  liquor*  mixed  with  pus ,  was  found  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis .  Both 
lobes  of  the  lungs  were  blackifh,  and  affedled 
with  inflammation.  A  pretty  large  quantity,  of 
thin  bloody  liquor,  was  found  in  each  cavity  oi 
the  thorax .  On  the  left  fide  the  lungs  adhered, 
by  a  few  membranous  firings,  to  the  pleura , 
near  the  middle  of  the  thorax ,  towards  the 
ipine,  but  no  where  elfe.  The  pleura  did 
not  appear  to  be  inflamed  in  any  part*  Up¬ 
on  piercing  the  pericardiumy  a  good  quantity, 
of  reddifh  colou  red  ferous  fluid,  difcharged  itfelfl 
A  long  polypous  concretion  was  found  in  the 
right  ventricle,  which  did  not  adhere  to  the 
iides,  but  lay  entangled  among  the  tendinous 
fibres  of  the  vahuice  femilunares . 
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CHAP.  IV, 

-  1  e  ’  t 

Of  the  Cure. 


I  SHALL  divide  the  cure  into  two  parts., 
Under  the  former,  will  be  comprehended 
the  more  fimple  method  of  treatment,  and 
under  the  latter  the  more  complex i 

.....  .  ■ .  ;  ] 

The  patient,  at  the  beginning,  is  generally 

coftive,  having  had  no  ftool  from  the  time  of 
delivery.  If  this  be  attended  with  the 
mildeft  degree  of  the  difeafe,  a  fimple  emoh 
'  lient  opening  clyfter,  will  often  procure  two 
or  three  ftools,  and  give  immediate  relief 
If  the  injection  produce  no  evacuation,  it  is 
feldom  of  any  fervice.  In  fome  habits  of 
body,  where  the  bowels  are  delicate,  a  me¬ 
dicine  of  this  kind  will  caufe  five,  or  fix  mo¬ 
tions.  The  great  advantage  of  the  clyfter  is, 
that  it  generally  caufes  an  immediate  difcharge, 
without  lofs  of  time,  which  is  a  matter  of 
fome  confequence  in  this  diforder.  And  if 
it  Ihould  not  remove  the  malady,  yet  it  opens 

H  ~  *  the 
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the  way  for  the  more  powerful  means  which 
are  to  follow.  The  chief  objection  to  ciyf- 
ters  is*  left  their  Introduction  fliould  hurt 
the  parts  fo  lately  affeded  by  the  labour. 
This  may  femetimes  be  the  cafe,  if  a  great 
iendemeis  ftili  remain,  or  if  they  ihould  be 
admmiftered  by  an  injudicious  perfon  ;  but, 
in  general,  I  feldom  hear  the  patient  com¬ 
plain  of  pain  from  the  life  of  injections. 
They  are  undoubtedly,  at  all  times,  rather 
dilagreeahls,  and  may,  with  great  propriety, 
be  frequently  omitted. 

If  the  patient  do  not  find  herfelf  greatly 
relieved  by  this  fimple  treatment,  or  if  a 
elyfter  fiiouid  be  thought  unnecefiary,  then 
recourfe  muft  be  immediately  had  to  cathar¬ 
tics.  A  folution,  of  the  fal  catharticus  ama - 
rusf  in  water  ;  the  oleum  rieini ;  the  tartarum 
emeticum ;  and  the  vinum  antimoniale  ;  are 
what  I  have  found  to  anfwer  the  purpofo 
heft.  The  two  former,  are  the  mildeft* 
and  muft  be  repeated  till  they  procure  a 
thorough  evacuation,  without  which  they  are 
of  no  ufe.  Of  the  oleum  rieini ,  I  generally 
give  one  ounce  at  the  firft,  and  half  an 
ounce  every  three  hours  afterwards,  till 

fome 
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fame  effect  be  produced  :  but  the  firft  quan¬ 
tity  generally  runs  through  the  bowels 
pretty  quickly,  which  is  the  great  advantage 
attending  this  medicine. 

When  the  tartarum  emeticum ,  or  vinum 
antimoniale ,  are  made  ufe  of,  they  are  to  be 
given  in  fmall  dofes,  every  two  or  three 
hours,  till  they  pafs  through  the  inteftinal 
canal ;  otherwife  they  will  anfwer  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  amufe  the  patient,  and  de¬ 
ceive  the  prefcriber.  For  though  they  might 
promote  fweat,  and  thereby  eale  the  patient 
for  the  prefent,  yet  when  the  difeafe  is  vio¬ 
lent,  it  feldom  goes  off  properly  without  a 
plentiful  difcharge  by  ftool.  We  are  to 
judge  of  the  e  vacuation  neceffary  to  be  made, 
by  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  difcharge, 
the  abatement  of  the  pain,  and  the  ftrength 
of  the  patient.  It  may  not  here  be  amifs 
to  obferve  that,  previous  to  any  alvine  eva¬ 
cuation,  it  is  proper  to  inquire  of  the  pati¬ 
ent,  whether  the  body  be  eafily  foluble  or 
not ;  that  the  nature  and  dofe,  of  the  cathar¬ 
tic  medicine,  maybe  more  judicioufly  adapted 
to  the  circumftance  of  the  cafe, 

H  2 
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Soon  after  (tools  have  been  procured,  the 
patient  generally  finds  an  immediate  relief 
from  pain,  kind  fweats  come  on,  gentle  (lum¬ 
bers  fucceed,  and  the  pulfe  becomes  more 
calm,  and  (low.  I  commonly  prefer  giving 
the  tartarum  emeticum ,  in  a  liquid  Rate,  to 
the  form  of  a  powder  ;  becaufe  it  is  more  plea- 
fan  t  to  take  that  way,  and  the  dofe  can  be  more 
eafily  afcertained.  The  following  prefcrip- 
tion  may  ferve  as  an  example  of  what  I  mean  : 

Tart.  emet.  gr.  iv. 

Aq.  pur.  Jvijfs. 

Syr .  caryopb.  rubr .  §fs.  Mijce. 

i  ?  ■  !  __  . 

Hujus  cochleare  unum ,  vel  alter  urn,  profinus 
.  afjiintendum ;  interpojitifque  horis  duabus  tri- 
bufve,  idem  me  die  amentum  ejl  repetendum , 
donee  aivus  apte  refponderit, 

.......  i  -  -  :  .  ;  ‘  .  i 

After  the  inteftinal  canal  is  fufficiently 
cleared,  and  the  pain  abates,  a  gentle  diapho- 
refis  is  to  be  encouraged  by  fuch  medicines 
as  neither  bind  the  body,  nor  are  heating ; 

.  .  ich  are  very  pernicious.  This  in¬ 

tention  feems  beft  anfwered  by  fmall  dofes 
of  ipecacoanha ,  tartarum  emeticum ,  or  the 

vinum 
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vinum  antimontale ,  combined  with  a  gently 
dofed  opiate,  and  given  about  once,  or  twice, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  In. 
the  intermediate  fpaces  of  time,  the  phyfi- 
cian  may  interpofe  the  faline  draughts  of 
Riverius  Thefe  draughts,  in  order  to 
be  of  any  fervice,  fhould  be  repeated  often, 
and  may  be  given  either  in  the  aft  of  effer- 
yefcence,  or  otherwife,  as  the  prefcriber  fhall 
think  proper.  They  may  anfwer  feveral 
purpofes ;  they  may  operate  as  antifeptics, 
and  affift  in  deftroying  the  putrefcence  lodged 
in  the  bowels ;  they  may  alfo  provoke  urine, 

*  The  prefcri prion,  of  this  celebrated  author,  in  his 
chapter  on  peftilential  fevers,  Hands  thus  :  “  Sal  abfmthii 
ad  5j.  in  fucci  limonum  recent  is  cockle  ari  exhibitum ” 
But  here,  in  all  probability,  is  a  typographical  error  of 
3j,  for  Bj.  And  what  feems  to  confirm  this  opinion  is,  that 
afterwards  the  fame  kind  of  remedy  is  again  propofed,  for 
the  cure  of  the  very  fame  complaint  (a  continual  vomiting) 
and  comprehends  a  more  perfect  defeription  of  the  medi¬ 
cine,  than  the  former,  as  follows :  “  If  Satis  abjint.  Bj. 
fucci  limonum  recentis  cochl.  j.  mixta  fuerunt  in,  ipfo 
cochleari ,  &  exhibit  a”  Centur.  I.  Obf.xv.  And  1  meet 
with  the  like  quantity  of  alkali  and  acid,  as  in  this  laff 
prefeription,  ordered  in  another  place  of  the  works  of  this 
author.  Centur.  u.  Obf.  xeix.  The  proportion,  there¬ 
fore,  which  I  here  mean  to  recommend,  is  the  quantity  of 
pne  fcruple  of  the  fait,  to  half  an  ounce  of  the  juice. 


and 
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and  help  to  quench  third: ;  and  they  have 
this  further  advantage,  that  they  nei¬ 
ther  bind,  nor  heat  the  body.  I  have  fre- 
quently  ordered  the  patient  to  drink  a  tea- cup 
full  of  chamomile-tea  every  hour,  which 
anfwered,  I  thought,  the  above  good  inten¬ 
tions  very  well;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
fee  me  d  to  quiet  any  fpafmodie  conftridtions 
in  the  bowels,  which  the  patient  might  labour 
under,  and  affifted  to  keep  up  a  regular  dif- 
charge  through  the  fkim 

If  preceding,  or  during  the  evacuations 
above-mentioned,  a  licknefs  at  the  ftomach, 
or  vomiting  fhould  attend,  the  patient  muft, 
firft  of  all,  jlflift  the  efforts  of  nature,  by 
drinking  plentifully  of  chamomile-tea,  warm 
water,  or  any  other  diluting  liquor,  fo  as 
perfectly  to  cleanfe  the  ftomach,  And  then 
the  reft  of  the  cure,  muft  be  conduced,  in 
the  manner  recommended  above. 

The  common  drink  fhould  be  of  a  mild, 
cooling,  and  diluting  nature.  If  the  fkin  be* 
dry  and  hot,  the  thirft  great,  and  fever 
urgent,  the  liquors  may  be  drunk  cold.  But 
if  the  patient  perfpire,  then  they  fhould  be 

taken 


PUERPERAL  FEVER,  6 3 

taken  lukewarm.  Pure  water  with  a  toaft 
in  it;  barley-water,  either  by  itfelf,  or  with, 
the  addition  of  a  little  nitre  ;  whey  made 
with  rennet  or  vinegar;  milk  and  water;  le¬ 
monade  ;  a  flight  infufion  of  malt  * ;  mint,  or 
fage-tea  ;  are  the  proper  kinds  of  drink.  I 
have  frequently  known  the  patient  earneftly 
defire  a  draught  of  cold  fmalhbeer,  to  which 
1  have  con fented,  after  qualifying  it  a  little 
with  a  toaft ;  and  fhe  generally  drank  it  with 
great  pleafure,  and  feemingly  with  advantage, 
finding  herfelf  much  refrefhed  by  it. 

The  patient  muft  ftri&ly  abftain  from  all 
caudle,  fpices,  wine,  fpirituous  waters,  heat¬ 
ing  medicines,  and  cordials  of  every  kind ; 
whether  under  the  denomination  of  com¬ 
forters,  ftrengtheners,  revivers,  expellers  of 
wind,  promoters  of  the  lochia ,  relievers  of 
after-pains,  or  under  any  other  fpecious  title 
whatever,  which  the  good  women  are  too 
apt  to  beftow  upon  them,  and,  thus  igno-* 
rantiy  adminifter  to  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
unhappy  patient. 

*  A  galloa  of  boilipg  water.  to  a  quart  of  grouod 
malt. 

Reft 
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Reft  of  body,  and  tranquillity  of  mind* 
are  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  all  thofe 
labouring  under  the  puerperal  fever ;  becaufe 
they  are  always,  at  fuch  times,  very  ealily 
affefted.  They  fhould  be  kept  as  free  from 
noife  as  poffible,  and  fhould  not  be  difturbed 
by  company.  Every  piece  of  ill  news,  or 
any  other  thing  that  might  give  them  the 
leaft  uneafinefs,  or  furprife,  fhould  be  care¬ 
fully  concealed  from  them,  till  ftrength  of 
body,  and  firmnefs  of  mind  be  fufficiently 
reftored.  For  the  fame  reafon  alfo,  too  much 
light  is  hurtful ;  the  room,  therefore,  at  firft 
fhould  be  darkened,  and  the  light  be  only 
admitted  according  as  the  patient  is  able  to 
bear  it.  The  fame  rules  fhould  likewife  be 
obferved,  after  every  delivery,  whether  the 
perfon  labour  under  a  fever  or  not. 

The  clothes  of  puerperal  women  fhould 
be  frequently  changed  for  clean,  dry,  warm 
ones;  left  by  retaining  a  great  quantity  of 
putrefcent  fleams,  they  fhould  add  fuel  to 
the  diforder.  Indeed  neatnefs,  and  clean- 
linefs  fhould,  at  all  times,,  be  particularly 
attended  to,  after  every  childbirth.  For  this 
purpofe*  a  fhort  jacket-like  fh i ft,  reaching 
only  as  low  as  the  navel  ?  as  Baron  van! 

SWXETEN 
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Swieten  rightly  obferves %  might  be  fo 
Contrived  as  to  have  a  detached  piece  of  cloth 
faftened  to  it  to  wrap  round  the  inferior 
parts,  and  to  be  eahly  taken  off,  or  put  on, 
as  occafion  requires,  without  fatiguing  the 
patient.  In  changing  the  linen,  great  care 
fhould  be  taken  that  the  accefs  of  cold  air, 
under  the  bed-clothes,  be  prevented* 

All  kinds  of  bandage,  upon  the  trunk  of 
the  body,  muft  likewife,  in  this  malady,  be 
carefully  avoided;  left  by  their  preflure  upon 
the  tender  abdomen,  and  inflamed  vi/cera, 
they  fhould  help  to  increafe  the  diforder. 
And  it  fhould  be  always  remembered,  that 
a  compreffion  of  the  abdomen ,  after  any 
childbirth,  is  very  prejudicial;  for  reafons 
which  will  appear  more  fully  hereafter, 
when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  caufes  of 
this  difeafe* 

Let  me  add,  to  thefe  directions,  that  all  in¬ 
fants,  after  delivery,  when  cleaned  and  placed 
in  bed,  fhould  always  be  put  to  the  breaft,  as 
foon  as  ever  they  begin  to  cry,  or  fhow 

*  Comment,  inBoerh,  Aphor.  Tom.  iv.  pag.  6:6. 

I  anv 
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any  figns  of  uneafinefs,  though  it  fhould 
happen  only  a  few  hours  after  they  are  born* 
This  pradice  is  very  beneficial,  both  to  the 
mother  and  the  child.  It  opens  the  lactiferous 
duds,  caufes  an  eafy  and  gradual  flow  of 
milk,  and  often  prevents  pain  and  forenefs 
of  the  breads,  which  frequently  arife  from 
an  accumulation,  and  obftrudion  of  the  lac¬ 
teal  fluid.  And,  to  a  new-born  infant,  the 
mother’s  milk  is  both  food,  and  phyfic. 

Great  regard  mud  alfo  be  paid  to  the  date 
of  the  air  in  which  the  fick  perfon  breathes* 
The  room  fliould  be  large,  and  kept  verjr 
cool.  Freda  air,  in  warm,  or  even  tempe¬ 
rate  weather,  fliould  be  let  into  it,  bv  an 
opening  at  the  windows,  or  door,  every  day* 
The  chief  caution  neceflary,  with  relped 
to  this  lad  diredion,  is  to  prevent  a  thorough 
current,  or  the  air  blowing  directly  upon  the 
place  where  the  patient  lies.  The  covering, 
upon  the  bed,  fliould  be  no  thicker  than 
what  the  patient  has  been  ufed  to,  when  in 
health.  The  bed-curtains  fliould  be  kept 
pretty  open,  to  give  the  fick  woman  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  breathing  a  pure  atmofphere* 
l  do  not  object  to  having  a  fire,  pro¬ 
vided 
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vided  it  be  not  fo  large  as  to  over-heat 
the  apartment.  A  fmall  fire  is  of  fervice ; 
it  afts  as  a  ventilator,  by  carrying  off  the, 
impure  air  along  with  the  fmoke,  and  caus¬ 
ing  a  quick  fucceflion  of  frefh  air  into  the 
room.  Some  regard,  in  relation  to  thefe 
general  rules,  muft  always  be  paid  to  cuftom. 
A  perfon,  for  inftance,  who  has  always 
been  ufed  to  lie  very  warm,  is  not  to  be  fo 
much  expofed  as  one  who  has  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  lie  more  cool :  yet  fuch  an  one  is 
not  to  be  kept  hotter,  after  delivery,  than 
ufual.  The  author  does  not  mean  to  recom¬ 
mend,  but  to  avoid  extremes ;  and  to  be  al¬ 
ways  guided,  according  to  the  different  cir- 
cumftanees  of  the  cafe. 

The  cuftom  of  confining  lying-in  women, 
in  an  over-heated  air,  and  to  a  warm  regimen, 

,  is  frequently  attended  with  the  moft  fetal 
confequence.  It  renders  the  whole  nervous 
fyftem  extremely  irritable,  creates  thirft, 
caufes  frightful  apprehenfions,  tremors,  pal¬ 
pitations  of  the  heart,  lofs  of  fleep,  uneafy 
dreams,  febrile  heats,  premature  and  hurtful 
fweats,  pains  of  the  head,  miliary  eruptions 
on  the  fkin,  and  fevers  of  the  moft  danger¬ 
ous  kind.  Yet  how  often  do  we  find  this 
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baneful  method  put  in  praftice  !  How  care¬ 
ful  are  the  good  women  to  flop  up  every 
crevice,  and  keep  out  every  breath  of  air ! 
How  anxious  in  heaping  clothes  upon  the 
bed,  fo  that  the  poor  patient  can  hardly 
breathe  under  them  !  How  cautious  left  the 
curtains  of  the  window,  or  bed,  ftiould 
be  withdrawn  !  How  obfervant  in  keeping- 
up  great  fires  in  the  room  !  And,  that  the  in¬ 
ternal  ftate  of  the  patient  may  correfpond 
with  the  external,  they  take  care  to  give  her 
very  liberally  of  warm  caudle,  with  plenty 
of  fpices,  and  all  the  good  cordial  drinks  they 
can  think  of,  and  thefe  to  be  fwallowed  as 
hot  as  the  mouth,  and  ftomach,  can  well 
bear  them !  If  this  be  not  the  readied:  way 
to  caufe  inflammations  in  the  bowels,  and 
Other  vifcera9  and  fevers  of  the  worft  ten¬ 
dency,  in  a  perfon  whofe  blood  is  already 
over-heatpd  by  a  fwift  circulation,  during 
the  repeated  pangs,  and  throes  of  labour,  I 
know  not  which  is.  But  moft  certainly 
this  is  not  the  way  to  check  the  rapid  motion 
of  the  ulood ,  to  cool  the  inflamed  body ; 
to  quench  third: ;  to  cure  an  aching  head ; 
and  to  call  forth  foft  {lumbers,  and  a  gentle 
breathing  through  the  Ikim  Reafon,  experi¬ 
ence.^ 
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ence,  the  infpedtion  of  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  have  died  after  puerperal  difeafes,  all 
plead  ftrongly  againft  it. 

•  -  r 

Miliary  fevers,  and  others  of  the  like  kind, 
are  reckoned  very  common  to  lying-in  wo-* 
men.  Y et  I  am  perfuaded,  from  manifold 
experience;,  that  thefe  fevers  are  more  the 
offspring  of  a  heated  room,  and  warm  regi¬ 
men,  as  obferved  before1,  than  of  any  thing 
peculiar  to  the  ftate  of  childbed- women.  I 
have  attended  more  than  fourteen  hundred 
women,  after  their  deliveries,  in  THE 
LONDON  LYING-IN  HOSPITAL; 
yet  I  do  not  remember,  ever  meeting  with 
an  inftance  of  the  miliary  fever,  in  that 
houfe.  This  1  'attribute  partly,  to  the  cool 
regimen  that  is  ftridtly  enjoined  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved  there ;  but  above  all,  to  the  admif* 
fion  of  cool  air,  which  is  ordered  to  be  let 
into  the  wards,  every  day,  at  an  opening  in 
the  windows.  And  probably  it  is  for  the  fame 

reafon  alfo,  that  I  have  never  obferved,  in  that 

*  *  • 

excellent  Asylum  for  pregnancy,  any  pete- 
chic vi bices,  exanthemata,  veficulce,  panel icula, 
pr  any  other  febrile  eruptions,  joined  with  the 
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fever  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  But 
to  return  to  the  cure. 

After  the  diforder  is  abated,  or  even  after 
it  feems  to  be  gone  off,  a  particular  atten¬ 
tion  muft  continue  to  be  paid  to  the  ftate 
of  the  bowels.  Thefe  muft  be  kept  gently 
open,  for  feme  time,  till  the  patient  be 
quite  out  of  danger.  And  if  there  fhould 
be  a  relapfe,  the  treatment  muft  be  the  fame 
as  above  deferibed,  only  adapting  it  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  the  particular 
circumftances  that  may  happen  to  occur. 
But  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  a  return, 
and  to  reftore  the  weakened  bowels  to  their 
due  tone,  final!  quantities  of  chamomile-tea, 
or  a  flight  infyfien  of  juniper-berries,  may 
be  drunk,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  either 
by  themfelves,  or  with  a  few  drops  of  the 
elixir  vitrioli  acidiim .  After  this,  a  cool¬ 
ing  opening  diet,  with  frefh  air,  bark  of 
Peru,  and  gentle  exercife,  will  confirm  the 
cure.  * 

* 

It  may  probably  feem  wonderful  that  fo 
fimple  a  treatment,  as  hath  been  preferibed, 
fhould  be  powerful  enough  to  remove  fo 
terrible  a  diforder.  And  I  muft  needs  own 
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it  hath  often  been  a  matter  of  agreeable  ilir^ 
prlfe  to  obferve  how  readily  the  difeafe, 
though  very  violent,  would  yield  to  this 
fimple  method  of  cure.  Let  us  from  hence, 
therefore,  draw  this  conclufion,  That  it  is 
not  the  multiplicity  of  medicine,  but  the 
knowledge  of  the  caufe,  that  muft  re¬ 
move  a  difeafe.  Herein  lies,  the  great 
mark  of  diftindtion,  betwixt  the  phyfician* 
and  the  empiric. 

The  reader  may  obferve,  that,  in  the  cure 
of  this  malady,  no  regard  hath  been  paid 
to  the  obftrudtion  of  the  lochia ,  nor  any 
particular  remedies  propofed  for  its  removaL 
All  fuch  notice  hath  been  purpofely  omitted. 
The  author  confiders  the  obftruction  of  the? 
lochia ,  as  only  the  effect,  not  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe.  Take  away  the  caufe,  and  the 
effedt  will  ceafe.  Or,  in  other  words, 
cure  the  difeafe,  and  the  flow ,  of  the 
lochia  will  return  of  courfe.  I  the  rather 
infift  upon  this,  that  not  even  the  lead: 
pretext  may  be  found,  in  this  diforder,  for 
exhibiting  emmenagogues,  and  uterine  me¬ 
dicines,  as  they  are  commonly  termed, 
fuel)  as  the  gitlvii  c  myr^ha  CQWpoJitus>  volatile. 


falts 
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falts,  diftilled  oils,  Ipirituous  waters,  and 
the  like1;  which  are  not  only  ineffedtual, 
but  noxious.  The  beft  emmenagogue, 
in  a  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia ,  is  a  cooling 
regimen,  and  a  judicious  regulation  of  the 
alvine  difcharge. 

§  2. 

.  '  <  *  '  •  ■  1  -  -V 

WE  will  now  proceed  to  the  tr  ment* 
of  the  difeafe,  in  its  more  irregular,  and  com¬ 
plicated  Rate.  It  hath  already  been  re¬ 
marked,  that  a  diarrhoea  will  fometimes 
commeiice  at  the  very  beginning  When 

this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  by  no  means  to  be 

-  *’ 

checked ;  but  we  are  to  affift  the  beneficent 
operations  of  nature,  by  ordering  the  patient 
to  drink  plentifully  of  mild,  aperient  liquors. 
Barley-water  with  nitre,  lemonade,  whey 
made  with  rennet  or  vinegar,  thin  water- 
gruel,  weak  chicken-broth,  a  flight  infu- 
flon  of  malt,  or  a  drink  compofed  of  a  quart 
of  barley-water  with  the  addition  of  two 
ounces  of  the  juice  of  Seville  oranges  impreg¬ 
nated  with  one  drachm  of  fait  of  tartar,  ac- 


1  Vki.  Inftitut.  Boerh.  §.  1226,  pag.  51^. 
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cording  to  the  different  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  are  proper  on  this  occafion.  They 
anfwer  three  good  purpofes;  they  help  to 
dilute,  correft,  and  expel  the  acrimony 
lodged  in  the  prim ce  vice,  which  nature  is 
endeavouring  to  throw  off.  If  a  vomiting, 
or  naufea,  fhould  accompany  the  loofenefs, 
chamomile-tea  fhould  be  given  immediately, 
and  drunk  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  caufe 
a  plentiful  evacuation  upwards.  And  in  cafe 
thefe  methods  fhould  prove  infufficient,  to 
affifl  nature  in  making  a  thorough  difcharge 
of  the  offending  matter,  recourfe  muff  be 
had  to  the  more  powerful  means  prefcribed 
in  the  former  part  of  this  chapter  \  The 
neceflity  of  this  muff  be  judged  of,  by  the 
nature  and  quantity  of  the  difcharge* 
and  the  relief  the  patient  receiveth  frorr* 
thence. 

If  the  pain  of  the  hypogaftric  region^ 
fhould  be  accompanied  with  violent  flitches 
in  the  fides,  or  over  the  pit  of  the  flomach, 
and  a  pulfe  that  refifls  the  finger  pretty 
flrongly,  then  bleeding  would  be  highly 
neceffary.  The  firfl  quantity  fhould  rarely 

x  Page  s$,  59. 
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exceed  eight  ounces,  and,  in  about  fix,  or 
eight  hours  afterwards,  if  the  pulfe  ftill 
preferve  its  ftrength,  and  the  pain  continue, 
the  arm  fhould  be  tied  up  again,  and  a  fecond 
quantity  drawn  from  the  fame  orifice.  If 
that  vein  refufe  to  bleed,  then  a  frefh  opening 
may  be  made  in  fome  other  part.  We  muft  be 
guided,  in  our  fecond  bleeding,  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  blood  drawn,  and  the  particular 
circumftances  of  the  patient,  confidered  both 
feparately,  and  collectively.  When  the  pulfe, 
and  ftrength  of  the  patient,  are  in  fuch  a  ftate 
as  not  to  bear  much  lofs  of  blood,  and  yet 
indicate  fome  evacuation  that  way,  cupping 
on  the  fhoulders  may  fupply  the  place  of 
venasfedtion  with  great  advantage.  In  this 
cafe,  we  fhould  attend  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  Aret^us  of  Cappadocia,  and 
have  the  cupping- glaffes  much  larger  than 
what  are  commonly  made  uie  of :  66  ejlo  au - 
tem  magna  {cucurbit a)  omni  ex  parte  latay 
dolentem  locum  ambire  va/ens  h” 

But  .it  fhould  be  always  remembered 
that  bleeding,  in  the  puerperal  fever  (I  fpeak 

-  _  *  i 
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with  fubmiffion)  is  only  to  be  confidered 
as  a  fecondary  relief,  though  the  firft  in  point 
of  time,  and  that  the  greateft  ftrefs  is  always 
to  belaid  upon  evacuations  by  (tool.  In  the 
quantity  of  bleedings,  therefore,  allowance 
fhould  always  be  made  for  thefe  evacuations, 
which  muft,  at  all  events,  take  place.  This 
is  a  very  nice  point  to  determine,  and  muft 
entirely  reft  upon  the  fagacity,  and  judgment 
of  the  phyfician.  An  error,  on  eithdfTde, 
may  be  hurtful ;  for  if  bleeding  be  negledted, 
when  neceflary,  it  may  increafe  the  great 
tendency  which  we  find  to  inflammation,  not 
only  in  the  omentum ,  but  in  the  lungs,  and 
other  vifcera ;  and  if  too  much  blood  be 
£aken  away,  it  may  weaken  the  patient  fo 
much,  as  to  prevent  her  fupporting  the  other 
evacuations.  And  from  hence,  I  imagine, 
we  may  account  for  that  contrariety  of  opi¬ 
nion,  which  we  meet  with,  among  authors, 
with  refpedl  to  bleeding  in  general,  in 
the  puerperal  fever.  Some  laying  it  down 
as  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  others  as  ftrong- 
1  y  oppofing  it. 

Were  I  to  interpofe  my  opinion  in  this, 
matter,  I  would  follow  the  advice  of  the  in¬ 
telligent 

K  2 
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telligent  Celsus,  and  not  flavifhly  adhere  to 
either  of  thefe  tenets ;  but  be,  as  it  were,  of 
a  middle  opinion,  betwixt  the  oppofite  ex¬ 
tremes  *.  I  would  fay  that  there  are  fome 
cafes  where  bleeding  is  very  neceffary,  and 
others  where  it  is  highly  improper ;  and 
that  thefe  will  depend  upon  many  contin¬ 
gent  circumftances  which  can  only  be  right¬ 
ly  underftood  by  the  fkill,  and  attention  of 
the  phyfcian.  The  beft  criterion  to  judge 
by,  is  the  pulfe,  and  period  of  the  difeafe. 
If  the  pulfe  be  full,  and  vibrate  ftrongly  a- 
gainft  the  finger,  bleeding  is  proper  at  any 
period,  and  under  any  circumftance ;  but 
more  particularly  fo  in  the  beginning.  But 
if  the  patient  hath  neglected  to  call  in  advice 
in  due  time,  by  miftaking  the  difeafe  for 
after-pains,  or  any  other  malady,  then  let 
the  phyfician  deliberate,  and  proceed  with 
caution.  For  though  there  may  be  a  flatter¬ 
ing  ftrength  in  the  pulfe,  yet  a  tendency 
to  a  gangrene,  in  the  omentum ,  and  other 
vtfcera ,  will  often  follow  foon  after,  and  na¬ 
ture  will  be  hurrying  on  towards  a  diai'rboea, 
which  feems  to  be  the  only  way  fhe  takes, 
in  order  to  relieve  herfelf  from  fuch  a  terrible 
difafter.  If  I  muft  err,  therefore,  in  this 
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cafe,  and  who  amongft  us  is  free  from  error  ? 

EJi  enim  hcec  ars  conjedluralis,  neqae  refpondet 
ei  pier umque  non  folum  conjeBura ,  fed  etiam 
experlentia  /”  1  let  it  be  rather,  I  fay,  in  point 
of  bleeding  too  little,  than  of  bleeding  too 
much,  and  in  making  up  the  deficiency  by 
evacuations  by  ftool. 

To  return  to  the  pains  rn  the  fide  :  I  have 
rarely  obferved  any  iigns  of  expectoration  in 
this  cafe  ;  for  though  there  is  generally  more 
or  lefs  of  a  cough,  yet  there  is  feldom 
any  wheezing,  rattling  in  the  throat,  or 
fpitting,  unlefs  where  the  patient  has  laboured 
under  a  phthifis  pulmonalis ,  or  fome  other 
complaint  in  the  breaft,  before  the  difeafe 
came  on.  The  way  by  which  nature  feems 
to  endeavour  to  relieve  herfelf,  is  a  diarrhoea , 
and  fweat.  She  generally  excites  both  thefe 
evacuations,  from  the  firft;  and  the  ftoois 
are  commonly  very  fetid. 

Guided  by  her  operations,  thefe  have  been 
the  two  outlets  I  have  always  had  in  view; 
carefully  endeavouring  to  proportion  them 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  the  nature. 

‘  Celt  in  praefat.  pag.  x  j. 
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of  the  alvine  difcharge.  If  the  ftools  con¬ 
tinued  fetid,  I  purfued  that  evacuation;  if 
they  became  watery,  or  better  conditioned, 
I  refrained.  The  diaphorefis  was  pro¬ 
moted,  by  the  generalmethods  above  defcribed. 
Where  the  pulfe  fhowed  any  degree  of  ftrength 
I  always  began  the  cure  with  bleeding,  and 
repeated  the  operation  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe.  At  other  times,  the 
pulfe  hath  been  fo  very  quick  and  weak,  that 
I  durft  not  venture  to  order  blood  to  be 
drawn. 

.*  "  J,  ■'  o, 

Bliftering,  under  thefe  peripneumonic 
circumftances,  is  always  proper,  and  can 
hardly  be  difpenfed  with.  A  veficatory, 
as  large  as  the  hand,  fhould  be  applied  the 
very  firft  hour,  if  poffible,  to  that  fide  where 
the  pain  is  moil  violent.  In  the  fpace  of 
eight  or  ten  hours,  if  the  pains  be  not  allevi¬ 
ated,  another  blifter  of  the  fame  magnitude, 
ftiould  be  put  upon  the  contrary  fide.  And 
if  there  be  no  particular  ftitch,  but  only  a  ge¬ 
neral  opprefiion  inbreathing,  then  the  plafter 
may  be  laid  between  the  fhoulders  ;  and  after¬ 
wards,  if  occafion  require,  firft  to  one  fide 
and  then  to  the  other.  Oily,  or  fperma  ceti , 
emuifions,  are  very  proper  helps  to  quiet 
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any  cough  that  may  attend  ;  but  no  other 
Rrefs  is  to  be  laid  upon  them.  Thefe  may 
be  afliRed,  by  making  the  patient  breathe 
over  the  Ream  of  hot  water,  to  which  a  few 
grains  of  camphire,  diflolve'd  in  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  vinegar,  have  been  added. 

*  •  -  %  -  .  .  -  •  '•  •  t 

In  this  puerperal  peripneumony,  when, 
the  pulfe  begins  to  flag,  and  the  difeafe  puts 
on  a  putrefcent  Rate,  the  patient  muR  be 
firpported  by  cordials.  For  this  purpofe, 
the  fal  cornu  cervi  may  be  given,  joined  with 
the  bark,  and  foftened  with  a  folution  of fper- 
ma  ceti ,  to  make  them  go  down  flnoothly, 
and  not  irritate  the :  fauces ,  or  flomach.  As  a 
drink,  1  have  frequently  ordered  Glutton’s 
febrifuge  fpirit,  when  properly  diluted, 
which  he  directs  to  be  prepared  in  the 
following  manner : 

*y  :  *  •  ■  4  #"■ 

V*  <  ,1  *  '  i  ■  1  i  I  '  I 

u  01.  fulphur .  per  camp .  legitime pr cep ar at • 

Vitrioli  reft. 

Sails  an.  p.  ce. 

* 

Spir.  Fini  redlificatijf.  triplum  horum  om¬ 
nium ,  digere  per  menfem  ;  &  ad  ficcu 
tatem  dijlilla  V’ 

*  Vid.  A  fhort  and  certain  Method  of  curing  continued 
Fevers,  By  J[os.  Clutton.  Edit.  3d.  pag.  9, 
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He  advifes  fo  much  of  this  fpirit  to  be 
put  to  fuch  a  quantity  of  clear  fpring  water, 
as  will  make  it  gratefully  acid,  and  then  to 
be  fweetened  with  fine  fugar,  according  to 
the  patient’s  palate  ;  and  thus  you  will  have, 
he  fays,  as  agreeable  a  liquor,  or  julep,  as  can 
be  defired  by  a  thirfty  perfon.  I  commonly 
give  it,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce,  to  a 
quart  of  water.  It  generally  promotes 
fweat,  but  fometimes  it  will  rather  difagree 
with  the  ftomach.  This  febrifuge  liquor 
of  Glutton  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  famous 
Punch  which  is  kept  as  a  fecret,  by  fome 
inoculators,  and  given  to  lower  the  fever 
when  too  violent,  and  prevent  too  great  an 
eruption  of  the  fmaii-pox. 

From  the  recommendation  of  the  radix 
Jenekce ,  or  poly  gala  Virginiana ,  in  pleuritic, 
difeafes,  I  have  been  induced  to  try  the 
efficacy  of  that  root  in  the  cafe  now  under 
confideration  ;  but  have  not  yet  had  fuffici- 
ent  experience  of  it,  to  determine  any  thing 
with  certainty.  But  if  what  hath  been  re¬ 
ported  of  it  holds  good,  it  feems  to  poffefs 
qualities  that  may  be  ferviceable  in  this 
complaint*  For  it  is  laid  to  fuperfede,  in 

a  great 
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a  great  meafure,  the  neceflity  of  bleeding ; 
to  operate  chiefly  by  ftool,  urine,  and  per¬ 
foration,  without  inflaming  the  body ;  all 
which  are  the  great  intentions,  according  to 
my  idea,  that  are  principally  to  be  followed 
in  the  cure  of  the  puerperal  peripneumony. 

When  the  puerperal  fever  is  thus  combined 
with  a  peripneumony,  the  difeafe  becomes 
at  once  very  defperate,  and  requires  the  ut- 
moft  fkill,  and  attention  to  fave  the  patient.  It 
feems  to  be  no  lefs  than  a  general  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  omentum,  inteftines,  and  lungs, 
and  fometimes  alfo  of  the  ftomach,  com¬ 
mencing  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  run  quickly  into  a  Rate  of  gangrene. 
Not  a  moment’s  time  is  now  to  be  loft,  but 
the  cure  fhould  commence,  with  all  the 
power  of  art,  within  a  few  hours  of  the  at¬ 
tack,  ifpoflible;  otherwife,  the  diforder  makes 
fuch  rapid  progrefs,  that  the  cafe  in  a  ftiort 
time  becomes,  in  a  manner,  irretrievable. 
This  obliges  me  to  repeat,  to  the  attendants 
of  all  lving-in  women,  what  I  have  men- 
tioned  again  and  again;  namely,  that  violent 
pains  about  the  abdomen ,  coming  on  foon 

L  after 
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after  delivery,  if  negle&ed  or  trifled  with, 
will  frequently  prove  mortal ! 

Sometimes  flitches,  and  difficulty  in 
breathing,  which  arife  only  from  flatulencies 
in  the  ftomach,  or  colon ,  will  fhoot  about 
the  fhort  ribs  and  prove  troublefome.  They 
are  eaflly  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  of  which 
we  have  juft  now  been  Ipeaking,  by  their 
fhifting  from  one  place  to  another,  and 
the  ftnall  degree  of  fever  that  accompanies 
them.  They  are  generally  attended  with 
a  coftive  body,  and  go  off,  after  procuring 
a  ftool,  by  clyfter  or  otherwife.  If  the  belly 
be  open  at  the  fame  time,  they  are  eafily 
diiperfed  by  a  draught  prepared  with  afa 
foetida ,  and  a  few  drops  of  the  Thebaic 
tinCture. 

If  a  cough  fhould  be  troublefome,  I  mean 
fingly  confidered,  or  if  there  fhould  be 
a  violent  pain  in  the  head,  then  a  blifter  be¬ 
twixt  the  fhoulders  generally  gives  the  moft 
relief.  In  the  former  ca  fe9Jper??ia  ceti  draughts 
with  nitre  often  affift  the  blifter,  but  are 
generally  too  ineffectual  of  themfelves.  A 

few 
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few  drops  of  the  tindlura  'Thebaica  may  feme- 
times  be  added  with  great  propriety.  And 
now  and  then  I  have  found,  after  the  fever 
has  gone  off  and  a  cough  remained  with 
difficulty  in  breathing,  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  tindlura  fcetida  given  with  a  folu- 
tion  of  fperma  ceti ,  or  gummi  Ammoniacum , 
of  great  fervice  :  and  more  efpecially,  if  there 
were  any  flatulent  complaints  in  the  Stomach, 
or  bowels. 

When  the  pains  of  the  abdomen ,  in  fpight 
of  the  general  treatment  defcribed  in  the  firft 
part  of  this  chapter,  continue  very  fevere, 
we  muff  call  in  to  our  aSHftance  external 
applications.  Fomentations,  emollient  cata- 
plafms  applied  over  the  whole  abdomen ,  blad- 
ders  of  hot  water,  foftening  oils  either  pure 
or  medicated,  fleams  of  hot  water  conveyed 
to  the  part,  bliflering  of  the  abdomen ,  may  all 
be  tried  in  fucceffion. 

When  the  puerperal  fever  proves  very 
violent,  whether  the  difeafe  be  Angle  or  com¬ 
bined,  it  generally  terminates  in  a  diarrhoea . 
This,  however,  is  to  be  considered  in  no  other 

L  2  light. 
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light,  than  the  kind  efforts  of  nature  to  re¬ 
lieve  herfelf  from  the  diforder  within  the 
abdomen ,  and  to  carry  it  out  of  the  body, 
by  means  of  the  neareft  emunftory ;  that  is, 
the  inteftinal  canal.  This  fhe  boldly  attempts, 
by  a  profufe  difcharge.  It  is  the  laft  ftruggle, 
which  nature  makes  with  the  difeafe ;  and 
if  her  ftrength  be  fufficient  to  fupport  her 
efforts,  fhe  may  come  off  vidtorious.  And 
this  brings  us  to  the  conclufion,  of  the  cura¬ 
tive  part  of  our  difcourfe,  after  firft  confider- 
ing  how  far  art  may  affift  nature,  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  this  great  defign.  The  chief  inten¬ 
tions  of  cure,  in  this  critical  Rate  of  the  difeafe, 
are,  to  moderate  the  efforts  of  nature,  with  re¬ 
flect  to  the  profufe  diarrhoea ;  to  endeavour 
to  keep  up  the  vis  vitce,  or  ftrength  of 
the  patient ;  and  to  corredt  the  putrefcent 
Rate  of  the  fblids  and  fluids.  For  this  purpofe 
an  aftringent  antifeptic  clyfter  fhould  now 
and  then  be  injedled.  Emollient,  diluting,  or 
nouri filing  clyffers  are,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
interpofed,  as  different  circumftances  fhall  re¬ 
quire,  but  fo  as  not  to  over-fatigue  the  patient. 
They  may  be  compofed  of  chamomile-tea,  fat 
broth,  pure  oil,  beef-tea,  or  the  like.  Thirty 
2  ,  grains 
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grains  of  the  pbilonium  Londinenfe ,  with  one 
grain  of  the  root  of  ipecacoanha ,  may  be  given, 
about  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  the  form 
of  a  bolus,  or  in  a  little  Ample  cinnamon  water. 
And  an  aftringent  cordial  mixture,  may  be  in 
readinefs,  to  take  after  every  {tool.  In  cafe  of 
faintnefs,  or  great  finking,  red  wrine  and 
water,  with  a  few  drops  of  th  q  fpir  it  us  volatilis 
aromaticus ,  may  be  given  by  way  of  cordial. 
The  patient  mu  ft  be  fupported  by  nourifh- 
ment,  which  fhould  be  given  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  and  often,  as  well  as  by  medicine. 
Chicken-water,  or  mutton-broth  made  weak 
and  cleared  of  all  its  fat,  beef-tea,  rice-milk, 
a  little  chocolate  and  milk,  or  the  gelly  of 
hartfhorn,  are  very  proper.  For  drink 
fhe  may  take,  very  frequently,  a  tea-cup  full 
of  milk  and  water,  or  three  parts  milk  and 
one  of  lime-water,  or  a  flight  decodtion 
of  logwood,  or  mint-tea,  rice-gruel,  red  wine 
and  water,  or  chamomile-tea;  and  add  to 
thefe,  at  any  time,  a  few  drops  of  fpirit  of 
hartfhorn. 

Thefe  are  the  proper  helps  to  moderate 
the  colliquative  difcharge,  and  to  keep  up  the 
flrength  of  the  patient.  But  the  moft  capi¬ 
tal 
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tal  point  of  all  yet  remains :  I  mean,  to  cut' 
off*  the  purulent  fames,  the  chief  caufe  of  the 
difeafe  (as  the  diffedions  feem  to  indicate) 
and  reftore  the  tainted  omentum  and  inteftines 
to  fomewhat  of  their  perfed  Rate.  With 
this  view,  after  checking  the  loofenefs  by 
the  above  methods,  I  have  thrown  in,  be¬ 
tween  whiles,  as  muchPeruvian  bark  as  1  durft 
venture  on,  guarded  by  aromatics  and 
opium.  When  the  diarrhoea  returned, 
then  the  bark  was  omitted,  till  that  com¬ 
plaint  was  mitigated ;  and  fo  alternately • 
In  fuch  a  dilemma  what  can  the  power  of 
art  do  more  than  give  nature  an  opportunity 
to  throw  off,  at  intervals,  the  morbid  fur- 
charge,  and,  in  the  intermediate  fpace  of  time, 
to  endeavour  to  keep  up  the  vis  vita ,  and 
corred  the  remaining  putrefcence  of  the  folids 
and  fluids  ?  By  thefe  means  life  may  gene¬ 
rally  be  prolonged,  and  as  there  muft  be  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  the  dilorder,  from  the  flight- 
eft  to  the  moft  inveterate  kind,  it  may 
fometimes  be  preferved. 

But  when  the  difeafe  has  arifen  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  as  to  render  the  omentum  gangrenous, 
to  induce  a  putrefcent  ftate  upon  the  intefti- 

nal 
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nal  canal,  and  to  caufe  a  large  quantity  of 
purulent,  and  other  morbid  liquors,  to 
float  among  the  vifcera ;  is  it  at  all 
wonderful,  that  the  patient  fhould  at  laft 
frequently  fink  under  this  colliquative  dis¬ 
charge  ?  In  fuch  a  defperate  cafe,  muft 
it  not  require  more  than  the  united  force  of 
the  whole  materia  medica ,  to  withftand  its 
power  ?  What  medicine  hath  fufficient  virtue 
to  penetrate  into  the  inmoft  recefs  of  the 
body,  and  recover  the  putrid  omentum  t 
What  plant  is  efficacious  enough,  to  heal  the 
morbid  inteftines,  to  revive  the  finking  ftate 
of  the  patient,  and  draw  off  the  purulent 
difcharge  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ? 
Where  is  fuch  a  remedy  to  be  found  ? 


Die,  quibus  in  t  err  is,  et  eris  mihi  magnus  Apollo 

\ 


1  Virgil.  Eel.  iii.  ver.  104. 
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CHAP.  V. 

fhe  fentiments,  of  Writers  in  general ,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Caufe  of  the  Puerperal 
Fever . 

TO  render  this  chapter  more  ufeful, 
I  fhall  frequently  depart  a  little  from 
my  main  fubjeft,  in  order  to  give  the  opinion, 
of  different  authors,  with  refpeft  to  bleeding 
in  this  diforder ;  which,  as  obferved  before, 
is  a  point  of  no  fmall  controverfy. 

HIPPOCRATES. 

Hippocrates  is  the  moft  ancient  phyfi- 
clan,  whofe  works  have  come  down  to  us  ;  and 
is  therefore  furnamed  the  father  of  medicine* 
He  was  born  in  Cos,  an  ifland  in  the  Archipe¬ 
lago,  and  pradtifed  phyfic  principally  inThef- 
laly  and  Thrace.  He  flourifhed  in  the  time  of 
thePeloponnefian  war,  that  is,  about  four  hum 
dred  and  thirty  years  before  theChriftian  i^ra. 
It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  five  hundred 

years 
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years,  after  his  death*  before  his  works  were 
collected  together,  to  form  them  into  a  body. 
This  was  done,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Adrian,  by  two  phyficians  of  Alexandria, 
Artemidorus  Capito,  andDiosCoRiDEs. 
TheGreek  language  had  fuffered  fuch  a  change, 
during  that  time,  that  though  they  were- 
native  Greeks,  yet  they  met  with  a  variety 
of  words  which  they  did  not  underftand  ;  and 
Galen  charges  them  with  taking  too  much 
liberty  in  changing  feveral  words  of  the 
text  *.  Befides  this,  it  is  no  difficult  matter 
to  imagine  that  the  firft  compilers  of  the 
works  of  Hippocrates,  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
of  time  as  five  hundred  years,  might  meet 
with  a  variety  of  pieces  which  did  not  pro¬ 
perly  belong  to  him,  but,  being  found  in 

the  fame  colleftiori,  might  be  miftaken  for 

,  > 

his,  or  at  leaf!:  be  thought  worthy  of  being 
bound  up  along  with  them.  The  original 
manufcripts  alfo,  after  the  compilation  was 
made,  by  paffing  through  a  variety  of  hands, 
and  mouldering  in  libraries  for  centuries  to¬ 
gether,  muft  probably  have  undergone  very 
great  changes. 

1  Comment,  i.  in  Lib.  Hippocr.  de  Natur.  Horn. 
Charter.  Tom.  iii.  pag.  97. 
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From  thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  circum- 
fiances,  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  may 
not  improperly ,  be  compared  to  an  ancient 

Grecian  building  of  admirable  workmanfhip, 
but  much  defaced  by  length  of  time.  Such 
as  have  been  defirous  of  preferving,  or  repair¬ 
ing,  this  beautiful  Ionic  ftru&ure,  may  b« 
confidered  as  having  gathered  together  the 
fcattered  ruins,  and  ftuck  them  into  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  building  where  they  ima¬ 
gined  they  beft  correfponded.  Others,  not 
finding  materials  fufficient  to  fupply  all  the 
defects,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  added  fome 
of  their  own  carving,  or  to  have  fetched  them 
from  the  ruins  of  other  antique  buildings,  of 
fimilar  ftrudture.  Hence  the  whole  becomes 
flrangely  chequered,  and  patched.  Hence 
the  divifion  of  the  works  of  Hippocrates 
into  true,  and  fpurious;4  hence  alfo  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  ftyle,  the  various  readings,  the 
frequent  repetitions,  and  feeming  inconfif- 
tencies  which  are  to  be  found  in  various  parts 
of  his  works. 

\ 

I  have  frequently  thought,  if  thefe  Grecian 
remains  of  antiquity  were  ranged  into  a  pro¬ 
per  fyftematical  order,  with  all  the  various 

readings 

Si 
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readings  annexed,  and  the  whole  enlivened 
by  a  fpirited  tranflation,  that  it  would  render 
them  much  more  ufeful,  and  caufe  them  to 
be  more  generally  read.  In  the  arrangement, 
thofe  parts  which,  by  the  experience  of 
many  ages,  are  found  to  be  true,  and  to  corre- 
fpond  with  each  other,  might,  with  propriety, 
be  linked  together,  though  in  the  original 
they  be  found  feparate ;  and  thofe  which  are 
not  warranted  by  nature,  and  repeated  obfer- 
vation,  might  be  looked  upon  as  fo  much  ex¬ 
traneous  matter,  which  did  not  properly  be¬ 
long  to  the  building,  but*  was  merely  adven¬ 
titious,  and  therefore  to  be  placed  by  itfelf. 
This  would  be  reducing  the  whole  works 
ofHiPPoc  rates  to  order  and  truth,  ground¬ 
ed  upon  long  practice,  which  is  the  great 
point  required.  For  it  matters  not  whether 
fuch  .a  book,  or  fuch  a  part  of  a  book, 
was  written  by  Hippocrates  himfelf, 
or  his  difciples ;  by  his  father,  or  grand¬ 
father1;  fo  long  as  we  can  come  at  a  complete 
fjflem  of  ancient  medical  fcience,  eftabliftied 
upon  the  experience  of  many  ages,  and  many 
nations !  In  collefting  the  account  of  the  dif* 
eafe,  which  is  the  fubje£t  of  our  prefent  inquiry, 

*  Vid.  Le  Clerc.  Hiftoir.  de  la  Medec.  Part  1.  chap.  xxx. 
m-  239« 

M  2  out, 
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out  of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  I  will 
endeavour  to  follow  the  plan  here  pointed  out, 
that  the  reader  may  judge  how  far  it  may  an- 
fwer,  and  more  perfectly  comprehend  my 
meaning.  I  have  alfo  marked,  for  the  fake  of 
the  curious,  thofe  parts  in  the  Hippocratic 
defcription  which  more  particularly  corres¬ 
pond  with  the  paflages  in  the  body  of  this 
treatife,  and  referred  the  one  to  the  other 
by  marginal  notes. 

Hippocrates  hath  plainly  defcribed  the 
puerperal  fever,  though  he  hath  given  no 
particular  name  to  it,  and  fuppofes  it  to  be 
caufed  by  an  obftruftion  of  the  lochia ,  as  we 
may  learn  from  the  following  words :  Hi/ 

fJLin  ‘Xteow  oi  fi  xciSragcris  (A o^g/u),  ^vjjifiricreTcM 
COSTS  fJUV  7TVpSTCCiVSlV  XCCl  (pgluyv  TW 

yctcp'spcc  pcsyctA’/iv  sivcti*  Hv  S's  avr 

aXyssiv  7rccv  to  (joojxct^  /uccAlc^cc  (Pi  rw  tls  t t!$  ycco r-> 
tqqs  -\clvo"))’  kcli  xctpS'ioocrcrei  uAAots  clWqts^  xccl 
piT(pi)V  TTOVZSl*  Kcc'l  CtO’lTn'Jy  XGCl  ayQVTTvlVi’iCOLL  VVyfJLOS . 

Ettsitcc  1  iT2]xnr\r\y\  \c?iv  ots  t\  xqiAiti 

T  CLpOLGG  ST  Ctl*  j  XCtlV7TO%O0(0tSl  fjJhctVcZ,  360, 1  JCOJCOcT fJiCC 

5  Kat  Voykos  htc,  Cordjeus Jic  ad  jorcecedentia 

retulii  ft  legit.  Charter.  Tom.  vii.  pag.  900, 

#  When  the  difeafe  hath  been  left  to  nature,  I  have  more 
than  once  known  a  diarrhoea  fupervene  about  the  time  here 
mentioned. 

1 
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xdpra-  ocAAore  xcci  ccAAqtB>  xcci  00$  oveioy  ovgoy. 
Keel  % y  uVfAS'o;,  Zoxlei  oi  pmregav  tivcu*  xcci 
f^sAe^ctLyofJoevii)  \v  jccy^ei  vyii$  ySerctu  Hv 
/lct7>  xlvS  uyevaei  Ziccppoins  clv  tv  i^uptIs  tTriTBcrpans1  y 
xcci  tcc  Ao^ticc  oi  xpuSbtcci2'**  ^(puyfjcoi  fiAn^goly 

*  l\>  tf  \  ’W  .  v.  _  5  ?  >  5,-v  -V 

€$-l  cT  GTS  XCCI  0%tB$  flfAAoT  OCBlgO JJCBVQly  ccAAqtB 
tAAej.7r:QVT£S*  Tccutcc  irccoyBi  a^ofjdvyis  tSs  yoiay? 
xcci  ZS'B  VV  Zi  TTQoU  Ttf  Ta  XOlAcC  T £ 

7T QQGOO'K'd  egu^rgee  ylvBTctl •  Otccv  ooZb  ?%Yh  ZTS'oycct 
xov(pcc  criTicc*  x  w  ogycc}  (pccppcccxov  Triacci  xccto)' 
7\v  f/.'cv  %qAZZy\$  7i)  o,  ti  yyAw  xqc&cciqbi*  ny  Zi 
(pAtyfJLccTooZnS)  o,  t i  (pAeyfxcc*  M else  Ze  tst q, 
yrvQniQScci 3  Tecs  v^gcc$  BvZZeaT  xcci  TTgoadewoci 

fjLccASrctxTngioy  *  tw  ftfjcsgw  t.  Ei  Z*  ogjuwSreln 

yvvcuxl  Aq^bIy)  xaSrccgais  oo$  t$  xscpcc SrZgtixce  TBy 
xcci  TrAeufxgycc  (yUelcci  yq tg  tst o)  xcci  Sryriax&ai 
7tqAAclxi$  c&Vxcc,  ny  i%VT a/I. 

0 

The  text,  I  apprehend,  will  bear  the  follow?- 
ing  tranflation:  Si  vero  ei  pur gat io  (puer- 


1  ETTsicr-TrscHcy]^.  S.  Charter.  Tom.  vij.  pag.  900. 

*  Kek^z'tou.  M.  S.  R.  Ibidem . 

3  Uufiijcrou.  S.  Ibidem. 

4  M.a?3aciTrigux.  S .Sc  F.  Ibidem. 

*  ITspi  Twain.  ^^T.Charter.Tom.vii.  cap.  xxxvii,  pag.  751 
f  ITfft  Twain.  nqur.  Charter.  Tom.  vii.  cap.xl.  pag.  752 
J  rif^i  Twain.  7r$m.  Char  ter.  Tom.  vii.  cap.  xlv.  pag.  755 
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peril )  non  provenit ,  proximum  eft  ut  febris 
cum  horror e  1  onatur ;  &  ut  venter  tumidus  a 
jiat .  Sin  autem  earn  attigeris,  tGtum  corpus 
dolorem  [entity  et  prcecipue  Ji  quis  ventrem 
attigerit  s ;  inter dum  etiam  ardor  ventriculi  4, 
dolorque  lumborum  5  urget .  Et  cibi  fajli- 
dium  &  vigilia  7,  &  corporis  compunciio  adeji . 
Poji  hcecy  vel  quinto  vel  feptimo  die ,  tf/tw 
turbatur ,  ©  excernuntur  nigra  funt  s,  & 
inter  dum  perquam  mali  odoris  9 ;  &  urina  earn 
afini  repr&fentat.  Quce  Ji  incidunty  fpelius  illi 
ejfe  videtur IO;  curaque  habita  mature  ad  fani- 
tatempervenit 11 .  Sin  minus  autem ,  periculum 
erity  ne  ei  projluvium  alvi  vehemens  fuperve- 
niret  lzy  &  purgamenta  puerpenifupprimeren* 
tur  Puljus  arteriarum  imbecillifunt ,  inter - 

dum  verb  etiam  celeres ;  mo  do  valentesy  modo 
exigui  I4.  Hrec  in  principiis  morbi  patitury  & 
ficfe  habet ;  interpojito  autem  temporis  fpatioy 
cavcz  partes  faciei  rubefcunt 15 .  Ubi  e a  fieri 

»  Pag.  3.  lin.  7.  of  this  treat.  9  Pag.  9.  lin.  3. 

Pag.  2.  lin.  1.  10  Pag.  12.  lin.  15. 

3  Pag.  1.  lin.  7.  11  Pag.  1 6. lin.  1  o. and  32,16. 

4  Pag.  2.  lin.  14,  and 8, 10.  11  Pag.  9.  lin.  8.  and  83,  23. 

5  Pag.  2.  lin.  18,  13  Pag.  10.  lin.  23. 

6  Pag.  8,  lin.  10.  Pag.  5.  lin.  17. 
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apparent ,  /eves  cibi  dandi  funt  16 ;  &  ,fl  aliquid 
fuperat ,  me  die  ament  um  catharticum  forbendum 
eji  17 ;  Ji  quidem  biliofa  f  cegra J  fuerit ,  quod 
bilem  pur  get ;  Jin  autem  pituitoja ,  57W  pitui- 
tam .  Deinde  locis  mulie.br  ibus  foment a  lS,  5^ 
ex  odoribus  jiunt ,  admovenda  funt ;  5^^ 

emolliunt  ( JocA^oc^cTripia J  quotidie  fuperim- 
ponenda  I9.  Si  verb  purgatio  puerperii  mulieris 
quafi  ad  caput ,  tboracemque ,  £s?  pulmones  ao, 
cum  impetu  fertur  fidenim  evenitj  ftfpe flat  im 
moriuntur  zl ,  Ji  illic  define  at  ur. 

We  have  here  a  pretty  accurate  and  plain 
defeription  of  the  puerperal  fever,  as  obferved 
by  Hippocrates,'  which,  in  moft  parts, 
exactly  correfponds  with  what  has  been 
faid  of  it  in  the  firft  part  of  this  treatife : 
infomuch  that  had  both  deferiptions  been 
written  about  the  fame  time,  it  might  have 
been  difputed  which  author  had  borrowed 
from  the  other.  But  the  truth  is,  •  neither 
of  them,  in  the  lead  tittle,  copied  from  the 
other;  but  from  nature  alone.  Hence 
it  is  the  fimilarity  arifes:  from  which  allb 

u  Pag.  62.  lin.  21.  and  63,13.  19  Pag.  83.1m.  15. 

17  Pag.  58.  lin.  17.  10  Pag.  2.  lin.  16 , 

*g  Pag.  83.  lin.  15.  *  Pag.  33,  lin.  x. 
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we  may  learn,  that  the  operations  of  nature 
upon  the  human  frame,  in  this  difeafe,  are 
the  fame  in  Britain,  as  in  Greece ;  and  conti¬ 
nue  the  fame  at  this  day,  as  they  were  above 
two  thoufand  years  ago !  This  is  likewife 
a  clear  proof  of  the  immutability  of  the 
puerperal  fever,  that  it  is  an  original 
difeafe,  and  hath  been  prevalent  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  climates,  and  yielded  to 
the  fame  method  of  cure  as  hath  been  pre- 
feribed  above. 

\ 

In  collecting  the  defeription  of  this  difeafe, 
dut  of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  it 
may  be  remarked,  by  confulting  the  origi¬ 
nal,  that  I  have  dropped  part  of  the  fentence 
which  precedes  the  words  (rcpvyjjLot  /3A 
as  being  nearly  a  mere  repetition  of  what 
had  been  laid  before  on  this  fubjeCt,  and  in¬ 
terrupting  the  regular  flow  of  the  defeription. 
It  may  be  faid, .  indeed,  that  this  method 
of  feleCting  the  hiftory  of  a  diforder,  out  of 
the  works  of  Hippocrates,  is  paying 
too  great  '  a  deference  to  antiquity ;  and 
that,  by  picking  out  a  fentence  here  and 
there,  an  accurate  and  complete  defeription 
of  almoft  any  difeafe,  might  be  drawn  up 
and  prefented  to  the  reader.  To  this  I  an- 

fwer, 
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fwer,  that  it  is  not  fo,  in  the  prefent  cafe ; 
for  I  have  inferted  nothing,  in  the  defcription, 
but  what  is  regularly  clafled  under  the  head 
of  obftrudted  lochia ,  the  true  caufe,  in  the 
opinion  of  Hippocrates,  of  the  malady- 
under  consideration.  In  a  word,  I  have 
done  nothing  more  than  brought  together, 
the  different  parts  of  the  defcription,  into 
one  point  of  view,  which  in  the  original  are 
feparate  and  diffufed,  in  order  to  place  them 
in  a  Stronger  light ;  a  piece  of  juftice,  in  my 
opinion,  due  to  the  divine  old  ?nan ,  whole 
concife  manner  of  writing  does  not  favour 
tautology,  how  much  Soever  it  may  have  crept 
into  fame  parts  of  his  works. 

Anno  Dom;  icoo.  Avicenna,  canon  medU 
cince .  Per  Fabiinn  Paulinum  Utinenfem: 
Venetiis ,  1608.  tom .  i.  lib .  3.  fen .  21. 
traffi.  2.  cap .  33. 


The  true  njame  of  this  author  is  Abou 
Ali  Al  Houjfain ,  Ben  Abdallah ,  Ben  Sina, 
that  is,  father  of  Ali  Al  Houffain,  fon  of 
Abdallah,  fon  of  Sina;  commonly  called 

N  by 
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by  the  Mufulmen  Eb’n  Sina,  and  by  the 
Europeans  Avicenna,  the  name  by 
which  this  Arabian  phyfician  is.  generally 
known.  He  does  not  enter  into  a  particular 
defcriptlon  of  the  puerperal  fever,  but  fpeaks  of 
It  in  general  terms,  together  with  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  the  menfes ;  though  the  title  of  his 
chapter  is,  “  De  dijpofitionibus  enixarum He 
feems  to  attribute  it  to  a  retention  of  the 
lochia 5  and  to  afcribe  the  fame  effects  to  this, 
as  to  an  obftrudtion  of  the  menfes.  “  Perdu - 
cit  retentio  menjlruorum ,  inquit,  ad  febres 
pravas ,  et  ad  apojlemata  prava ,  et  mul- 
toties  accidit  ex  itura  ex  partu  difficilu  Et 
quandoque  accidit  eis  f  enixis J  inflatio  ventris , 
et  fortajfe  moriunturP  For  the  cure,  he 
advifes  fumigations ;  and,  if  thole  do  not  an¬ 
swer,  then  bleeding  in  the  faphana ,  and 
adds,  u  et  phlebotomia*  ventf  curvature?  poplit is  9 
eji  jortiorP 

1560.  The  byrth  of  manky nde9  otherwyfe  na¬ 
med  the  womans  booke .  By  Thomas  Ray- 
n a  l  de,  Phyjitian .  1560.  book e  ii .  cap .  vi , 

This  book  is  a  translation  from  the  Latin. 

* 

The  original  is  laid  to  have  been  written  in 

High 
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High  Dutch  by  EuchariusRhodion,  whofe 
work  was  in  great  efteem  all  over  Germany; 
and,  about  the  year  1535,  was  tranflatedinto 
Latin,  and  other  languages,  and  became  uni- 
verfally  the  woman’s  book  over  all  Europe. 

The  author  of  this  performance  fuppofes 
that  fevers  after  delivery,  may  be  owing 
either  to  an  obftrucHon,  a  too  great  flow 
of  the  lochia ,  or  a  laborious  birth.  “  It 
is  alfo  to  bee  underfunded,  fays  he,  that 
many  times,  after  the  deliveraunce,  hap- 
peneth  to  women  other  the  fever,  or  ague, 
or  fwelling,  or  inflation  of  the  bodye,  other 
tumblynge  in  the  belly,  or  elles  commotion 
or  fettelinge  out  of  order  of  the  mother  or 
matrix .  Caule  of  the  which  thinges,  is 
fometimes  lacke  of  due  and  fufficient  pur¬ 
gation  and  clenfynge  of  the  (lochia)  after 
the  byrth,  or  els  contrarywyfe,  over  muche 
flowinge  of  the  fame,  whiche  fore  doth  weak¬ 
en  the  woman.  Alfo  the  great  laboure,  and 
ftyrrynge  of  the  matrix  in  the  byrth  \ 
Nowe  feinge  then  that  it  enfueth  by  fo 
manyfolde  occafions  and  caufes,  it  lhal 

be  mete  that  women  in  this  cafe  be  nothing 

1  Fol.  73. 
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afhamed  lie  abafhed  to  difclofe  their  minde 
unto  expert  phyfitians,  diewing  them  every 
thynge  in  it,  as  they  knowe  whereupon  it 
fhoulde  come,  fo  that  the  phifition  under- 
ftandinge  the  womans  mynde,  maye  the 
loner  by  hys  learnynge  and  experience  confy- 
der  the  true  caufe  of  it,  and  the  verye  reme¬ 
dy  e  to  amende  itV’ 

1602.  Felicis  Plateri,  p?~axis  me  die  a,  Ba- 
Jileee ,  16 56*  tom.  ii.  cap .  xiii.  Deventris  do - 
lore . 

This  ingenious  writer  is  of  opinion  that 
pains  alter  childbirth  are  frequently  occafion- 
cd  by  the  cold  air  ru filing  into  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus,  immediately  after  delivery,  and 
dift ending  it.  But  the  grand  caufe,  of  the  fymp- 
toms  accompanying  the  puerperal  fever,  he 
attributes  to  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus , 

Imprimis  verb  ex  partus  difficult  ate,  ob 
Jummum  dolorem  &  conatum ,  uterus  frequen¬ 
ter  inflammatur  5  tuneque  vel  foetu  aut  fecun - 
dm  a  remanent  e ,  aut  hifee  exclufis ,  ob  Jubortam 
tnftammationem ,  dolor  &  febris.  urgent :  can- 
Jaque  hac  non  minima  eji,  quod  puerperce  vel 

5  Fol.  77. 
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in  par tii>  vel  pojl  eum ,  adeo  do  lent)  &  pencil - 
tantur9  cum  fecundinre  filius  retention  hoc  tarn 
fubitb  minime  facer  et  fic  uti  hcec ,  quce  fe  quit  ur, 
infiammatio  Mas  ajficit ,  &  prcecipua  mortis 
can  fa  exiftit ;  nip  hoc  ob  largam fanguinis  pro- 
fufionem9  in  partu  extra  uterum ,  vel  in  ilium 
faff  am  accidat ;  adeo  ut  dolor  qui  pcfi  partum 
mulieribus  evenity  non  tantum9  ob  aerem  Map - 
fum9  uti  didhtm,  fed  &  hanc  infiammationem , 
frequenter  fiat :  quorum  ilk  tamen  fiolo  dolor  e, 
hie  verb  gravioribus  accidentibus,  majorique 
periculo  afftigit 

16^4.  Danielis  Sennerti,  opera .  Lug - 
duniy  16 56.  tom .  iii. lib.  iv. part .ii.  field,  vii. 
cap.  xi.  Defebribus&  morbis  acutis  puer - 
per  arum. 

He  fays  that  puerperal  fevers  arife,  either 
from  a  fuppreffioa  ot  the  lochial  difeharge, 
or  an  accumulation  of  noxious  humours, 
during  the  time  of  geftation,  which  are  put 
in  motion  by  the  fucceeding  labour.  icFebres 
autem  like  ornnesy  inquit ,  e  duabus  caufis  pro - 
veniunt ,  vel  a  lochiorum  Juppreffionc ,  aut  im - 
tninuta purgatione,  vel  ab  humorum  vitiofo  ap- 

x  P-g-  533* 
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faratu ,  tempore  gejlationis  cumulate. ,  &  in  part u 
agitato .  Nonnulli  quidem  etiam  nimiam  lochiorum 
purgationem  addunt.  S ed  ea  cauja  vixfola  febrim 
ex  chat,  Jed  latent  em  cachochymiam  arguit I.” 

He  obferves  that  bleeding,  in  thefe  fevers, 
may  be  performed  with  great  propriety,  if  it 
be  indicated,  and  the  ftrength  will  permit  of 
it ;  and  that  if  there  be,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
fuppreflion  of  the  lochia ,  it  muft  by  no  means 
be  omitted.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  there 
be  a  fufficient  difeharge  from  the  uterus ,  he 
then  thinks  it  is  beft  to  leave  the  whole  work 
to  nature.  He  gives  the  following  directions, 
as  to  the  veins  mofi:  proper  to  be  opened  up¬ 
on  this  occafion,  and  puts  them  under  the 
head  of  a  query  :  “  Space  vence  in  puer peris 
pleuritide  labor  antibus  aperiendee funt  ?  Difen - 
tiunt  de  hoc  ns  aide  raedici.  Ex  hac  dijjicili 
controverjia  ut  nos  expediamus ,  primb ,  quod 
jiepe  di thinly  hoc  tenendum ,  febrem  hanc 
non  ef'e  Jymptomaticam  proprie  didlam,  qualis 
ex  hubonibus  &  Jimilibus  injlammationibus  in - 
terdum  excitari  jblet,  fed  comitataniy  quee  ni- 
mirum  prirnaria  eft ,  comitem  tamen  &  fociam 
habet  infiammationemy  dum  natura  partem 
mater  ice,  quee  febrem  ex  cit  at,  ad  pleuram9 
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vel  etiam  ad  aliam  partem  detrudit.  Se -  , 

cun  do  naturam  hie  errare ,  &  vitiojam  eva- 
cuationem  injiituere ,  z/&/;z  humor em  vitiofum , 
quern  per  liter  am  ex  pell  ere  debebat , 

w/  aliam  partem  fuperiorem  deponit . 
'TertiOy  ea  de  canfa  radio  modo  naturae  bunc 
mot um  vitiofum  adjuvandum  efife ;  quod 
fieret,  fi  vena  Jlatim  in  brachio  ejufdem  lateris 
aperiretur :  Jed  potiiis  fanguinis  ad  nterum 5 
/zz  puerperis  natura  re  Be  agens  eum 
evacuaty  moturn  adjuvandum  vel  concitandum, 
vend  in  talo  vel  poplite  apertd.  Neque,  quart 
cafum  pomt  Varandceusy  facilb  fieri  pot  eft ,  ut 
fiuxus  lochiorum  nimius  cum  pi eur it ide  conjunga - 
tur ;  cum  fi  fujficiente  quantitate fieret  hcec  eva~ 
cuatioy  ad~  pleuram  fanguis  non  rueret .  Sit 
tame  a,  ut  hoc  accidat :  tamen  impetus  fanguinis 9 
et  humorum  proculdubio  turn  copioJorumy  non 
ad fuperiora  convertendus .  Multb  minus ,  fi, 
cum  lochia  naturaliter fluere  videntur ,  pleuritis 
excitetur  ;  vel  Jlatim,  e  brachio  ejufdem  laterti 
vena  aperienda ,  vel  expeffandum  &  videndum, 
an  ab  ifta  evacuatione  pleuritis  minui  pojfit , 
xquod  it  idem  vult  Varandceus .  Etenim juft am 
evacuationis  hujus  menfuram  definire  non  ita 
facile  efi,  eaque  non  nifi  ex  tolerantia  feemintz 

cejlimari  potefi .  Itaque  etfi  fic  Jatis  copiose 
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fanguis  poji  par  turn  finer  e  vide  at  ur,  Ji  tamen 
pleuritis  accedat ,  argument o  efi,  natnram  non 
fiufficienter ,  neque  omnes  quos  debet ,  humores 
per  uterum  expellere ,  fied  partem  eorum  vitiofio 
conatu  ad  pleuram,  val  aliam  partem  depellere . 
Ideoque  ut  ab  ijiis  conatibus  natura  avoce- 
tury  nullo  modo  in  brachio  vena  aperienda , 
quo  modo  conatus .  ifie  adjuvaretur  fied  in 
crure  vena  . aperienda ,  ut  totus  nature e,  quod 
vitirfium  &  molefium  efi,  expellere  conantis  im¬ 
petus  ad  uterum  convertatur,  &  natura,  ad 
partes  fiuperiores  fianguinem  movere  defifitat * 
Neque  etiam,  an  fiubfiecutura  loch  tor  um  evacu- 
atio  vitiofum  ilium  motum  naturae  emendare  & 
revocare  pofiit ,  expedtandum ,  fied fiatirn  natura 
fiuo  ab  infiituto  avocanda ,  ne'e  nature  vitiose 
agent  i  res  commit  tenda,  ne  dum  me  die  ns 
otiofius  fipedlator  efi9  ilia  in  infiituto  fiuo  pergat , 
&  it  a  malum  augeatur .  Quarto,  fi  pofi  venam 
in  talo,  quod  commodffime fit  xetr  apertam , 

pleuritis  nihil  minuatur ,  fied  dolor  &  diffi¬ 
cult  as  fpirandi  perfieveret ,  vel  etiam  augea¬ 
tur,  non  quod  vult  Maffiarias ,  in  venarum 
in  crure  fiedlione  perfiifiendum  ;  cum  Mae  nihil 
aliud  quam  revellere ,  nullo  verb  modo  ex  parte 
affedla  derivare  queant ,  quod  tamen  in  morbo 
periculofio  ut.  fiat,  necefiarium  efi .  Si  enim 

vena  in  crure  fiedtd  pleuritis  non  minuatur , 

4.  vel 
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vel  etiam  augeatnr ,  in  dido  eft  materiam 
it  a  jam  parti  off e  dee  inheerere ,  ut  v erf  us 
uterum  amplius  revelli  non  queat .  Ideoque 
vena  tnm  in  brachio  ejufdem  Iateris  aperienda , 
ut  fanguis  e  loco  afi'eclo  vicinifque  partibus  eva- 
cuetur  &  derivetur ;  quod  niji  jiat ,  cegra  in 
vitce  periculum  conjicitur .  Neqne  metuendumy 
ut  hoc  mo  do  natura  a  motu  ordinario  v  erf  us 
uterum  avoc^tur ;  cum  ei  incommodo  per  venam 
in  crure  apertam  jam  obvium  itum  fit :  &  Ji 
aliquid  omnino  periculi  metuatur ,  friclionibus 
&  cucurbitulis  cruribus  appojitis ,  dum  vena 
fecatur,  id  prcecaveri  pofiit ;  inter  dum  etiam 
tempus  illius  evacuationis  maxima  ex  parte  jam 
preeterierit ;  inter  dum  verb ,  ubi  natura  plane 
vitiose  agit ,  vix  motus  quem  omifit ,  revocari 
pofiit ,  &  propterea  vices  ejus  venae  in  crure 
apertce  fupp  lever  it,  ut  p  oft  e  a  fine  per  iculo,  parti 
afi'eBcz  &  pleuriti,  vena  propiore  aperta 9 
fuccurri  pofiit 1 

1640.  Lazari  River  1 1,  opera  medica  uni- 
verfa .  Francofurti ,  1674.  lib.  xv.  cap , 
xxii.  De  fupprefiione  lo  chi  or  urn* 

1  4  4  A*  V }  1 

Our  author,  Lazarus  de  la  Riviere, 
commonly  called  Riverius,  fuppafes  the 
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puerperal  fever  to  be  owing  to  an  obftrudtion 
of  the  lochia ;  and  obferves,  that  the  happy 
fuccefs  of  childbearing  doth  principally 
depend  upon  a  proper  flow  thereof.  He 
follows  Sennertus  in  afcribing  certain 
impurities  to  the  blood  collected  in 
the  veins  of  the  uterus ,  and  other  parts 
of  the  body,  during  the  nine  months 
going  with  child  ;  and  in  fnppofing  them  to 
be  purged  off  by  this  difcharge.  Hence  if 
it  be  fuppreffed,  or  diminifhed,  infinite  dan¬ 
gers,  and  calamities  are  faid  to  arife ;  fuch  as, 
acute  fevers,  phrenfies,  madnefs,  melancholy* 
quinfies,  pleurifies,  peripneumonies,  inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  uterus ,  and  malignant 
tumours.  The  caufes  of  this  fuppreffion 
he  afcribes  to  a  too  great  thicknefs  of 
the  blood,  a  narrownefs  or  obftrudtion  of 
the  vefiels,  cold  air,  inadvertently  received 
into  the  uterus ,  which  clofes  the  orifices 
of  the  veffels  ;  taking  cold  at  the  feet,  drink¬ 
ing  of  cold  water,  fear,  terrour,  grief,  and 
Other  paflions  of  the  mind,  which  withdraw 
the  courfe  of  the  blood  from  the  uterus . 
His  charadteriftic  fymptoms,  which  attend 
this  fuppreffion,  are,  a  fwelling  of  the  belly, 
pain  of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ,  loins, 

apd 
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and  groin ;  rednefs  of  the  face,  difficulty  in 
breathing,  perturbation  of  the  eyes,  rigors, 
fevers,  faintings,  and  other  fymptoms  related 
above.  For  the  cure  he  advifes,  emollient 
opening  clyfters,  and  cupping-glaffes  to  be 
fixed  to  the  groin  and  hips,  both  with  and 
without  fcarification.  If  thefe  means  are 
of  no  effect,  the  veins  about  the  knees,  or 
in  both  the  thighs,  are  to  be  opened,  or  the 
hasmorrhoidal  veins,  if  nature  feem  to  point 
that  way.  But  if  this  fever  be  attended  with 
a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia ,  then  a  vein 
muft  be  opened  in  the  arm. 

1662.  Thom^e  Willis,  opera  omnia . 

Amjlelodamiy  1682.  cap.  xvi.  De  puer- 
perarum  jebribus. 

He  begins  this  chapter  with  obferving, 
that  the  fevers  of  lying-in  women  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  much  more  danger,  than  thofe 
which  happen  in  common,  and  that  they 
differ  very  materially  both  from  a  fimple,  and 
putrid  fynochus .  The  antecedent  caufes 

of  thefe  fevers  he  fuppofes,  withSENNERTUs 
and  Riverius,  to  be  a  depraved  difpofition 
of  the  blood,  from  the  long  luppreffion  of 
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the  menftrual  flux,  during  pregnancy; 
or  from  fome  evil  affection  of  the  uterus 
after  childbirth.  By  thele  means  he  imagines 
that  the  blood  is  put.  in  motion,  that  its  ful- 
phureous  parts  are  exalted,  rendered  inflam¬ 
matory,  and  imbued  with  fermentative  parti¬ 
cles,  fo  as  to  difpofe  it  towards  putrefadion, 
and  to  impoifon,  as  it  were,  the  nervous  fluid, 
and  render  it  hurtful  to  the  brain,  and  to  the 
whole  nervous  fyftem.  Thofe  kinds  of  evil, 
he  lays,  being  impreffed  upon  the  blood, 
ought  to  be  purged  off  by  the  flux  of  the 
lochia ;  but  if,  after  delivery,  this  difcharge 
fhould  be  fuppreffed,  a  purification  is  prevent¬ 
ed,  a  general  corruption  takes  place,  and  in- 
feds  the  whole  mafs*  Convulfive  affedions, 
alfo,  arife  about  the  iiterusy  which  are  com¬ 
municated  to  other  parts ;  inordinate  motions 
are  ftirred  up  in  the  juices,  which  frequently 
confpire  either  to  the  produdion,  or  the 
exacerbation  of  the  fever.  The  evident 
caufes,  which  tend  to  induce  this  change 
upon  the  body,  are  faid  to  be  various.  Such 
as,  a  painful  labour,  a  folution  of  continuity 
about  the  uterus ,  a  bruife,  a  retention  of 
fomelhing  which  ought  to  be  evacuated, 


PUERPERAL  FEVER.  109 

jan  ulcerous  difpofition,  and  many  other  acci¬ 
dents  of  the  like  kind. 

As  to  the  cure,  if  bleeding  be  indicated, 
and  there  be  a  fullnefs  of  blood,  and  a  very 
acute  inflammation  in  the  diftempered  part, 
he  advifes  a  vein  to  be  opened  in  the  foot, 
or  to  take  away  blood,  from  the  haemor- 
rhoidal  veins,  by  leeches.  But  if  neceffity 
urges,  the  operation  may  be  performed  in 
the  arm,  and  if  a  fecond  bleeding  be  required, 
it  may  be  done  in  the  leg.  He  concludes, 
this  part  of  the  cure,  with  this  precaution, 
that  a  vein  is  not  to  be  opened  without  great 
deliberation  ;  for  unlefs  it  bring  prefent  help 
(which  he  has  rarely  known  it  do)  the  pulle 
immediately  becomes  more  weak,  and  the 
patient  is  made  worfe. 

1667.  Francisci  de  le  Boe,  Sylvii, 
praxis  me  die  a.  Amftelodami ,  1674.  lib .  iii. 
cap .  viii.  De  lochiorum  vitiis. 

This  phylician,  likewile,  aferibes  the  puer¬ 
peral  fever  to  a  deficiency  of  the  lochial  flux. 
A  total  fupprefllon,  he  fays,  cannot  happen 
without  greatly  endangering  the  life  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  u  Retentus  namque  tunc  in  uteri  fubjlan - 

tia 
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tia  caver  ?j  of  a  fanguis ,  mox  ibidem  corrumpitur , 
ac  infamma  tionem,  abfceffum ,  ulcus,  aliaque  mala 
plura  fuccejjive  pro  duett x.”  He  thinks  if 
there  has  been  a  large  difeharge  of  blood 
at  the  time  of  delivery,  and  a  ftoppage 
afterwards,  that  it  ffiould  not  be  termed  a 
fuppreffion  ;  becaufe,  in  this  cafe,  what  ought 
to  have  come  away,  in  the  courfe  of  nature, 
after  delivery,  is  preternaturally  difeharged 
immediately  after  childbirth.  Cold  impru¬ 
dently  received  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
at  the  time  of  labour,  or  applied  externally 
to  the  Ikin,  is  fuppofed  chiefly  to  conduce 
to  this  total  fuppreffion. 

When  the  diforder  arifes  from  cold,  he 
advifes  aromatics  impregnated  with  a  volatile 
fait,  and  uterine  medicines,  efpecially  fuch 
as  promote  fweat.  But  when  a  fever  is 
excited,  by  this  fuppreflion,  he  admonifhes 
the  preferiber  to  be  very  careful  in  the  ufe 
of  thefe  aromatics,  left  they  fhould  increafe 
the  febrile  heat ;  and  directs  them  to  be  quali¬ 
fied  by  the  addition  of  acids,  fuch  as  diftill- 
ed  vinegar,  fpirit  of  fait,  vitriol,  and  the 
like.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  in 
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Sylvius,  as  he  is  generally  condemned 
for  prefcribing  volatile  alcaline  falts,  in 
fevers,  and  afcribing  their  caufe  to  an  acid. 
But  I  mud  do  him  the  juflice  to  fay,  that, 
in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  his  rules  are 
generally  laid  down  with  great  accuracy, 
and  judgment. 

{668.  Trait e  des  maladies  des  femmes  groffes* 
Par  Francois  Mauriceau.  A  Paris r 

1721.  tom .  i.  liv.  iii.  cap .  viii.  &c. 

* 

Pains  after  childbirth,  fays  our  author* 
are  frequently  occafloned  by  the  fudden 
fupprellion  of  the  lochia ,  the  matter  of 
which  choking  up,  as  it  were*  the  whole 
fubftance  of  the  uterus ,  and  there  ftagnating* 
caufes  a  great  diflention  of  the  part,  and 
an  inflammation,  which  communicates  it- 
felf,  by  means  ol  the  peritonaeum ,  to 
the  whole  hypogaftric  region ;  which 

hence  becomes  inflated,  diftended,  and 

) 

extremely  hard,  and,  if  the  complaint  be 
not  foon  removed,  it  frequently  proves 
fatal  in  a  very  fhort  time.  When  things 
are  thus  circumftanced,  he  recommends 
opening  clyfters,  and  the  application  of  warm 

and 
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and  aperitive  fomentations  to  the  pudenda . 
Thefe  are  to  be  affifted  by  venaefedtion, 
which  he  prefers  lometimes  in  the  foot, 
fometimes  in  the  arm,  and  reafons  upon  it  iix 
the  manner  following  : 

c*  La fiignee  du  bras  doit  etre  quelanefois 
p referee  a  cede  du  pied,  &  d' autrefois  celle 
du  pied  fe  fait  plus  furement  que  celle  du 
bras:  comme  par  exemple, fuppofons  une  femme 
fort  replete  d'humeurs ,  & pnncipakment  de fang 
dans  toute  l habitude,  qui  ait  une  fuppr effort 
de  fes  vuidanges,  caufee  par  l*  ob ft  nidi  ion  des 
vaiffeaux  qui  les  devroient  laijfer  ecouler ,  pour 
raifon  de  quoy  une  inflammation  de  matrice  luy 
foit  furvenue,  ay  ant  outre  cela  une  grojfeftevre, 
&  une  grande  difficult  e  de  refpirer ,  ainfi  quil 
arrive  ordinairement  en  ces  rencontres  :  II  eft 
tres-certain  que  Ji  on  faignoit  d' db or d  du  pied 
Cette  femme ,  qui  eft  extremement  plethoriquey 
on  attireroit  vers  la  matrice  une  Ji  grande 
abondance  de  ces  humeurs ,  dont  toute  P habitude 
regorge ,  que  f on  inflammation  en  feroit  beaucoup 
augmentee ,  &  par  confequent  tons  les  accidens 
de  la  maladie :  Mais  il  vaudroit  bien  mieux 
en  ce  cas,  defemplir  auplutot  P  habitude  par  la 
faigneedu  bras premier ement ,  laquelle  on  r Liter e~ 
roit  mime  deux  on  troisfois  si!  etoit  neceft'aire ; 

apres 
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apres  quoy  les  plus prefdns  accidcns  etani  enpar - 
tie  diminuez ,  on  pour roit fort  a  propos  venir  a 
celle  du  pied ;  car  par  ce  moyen  la  nature  qui 
etoit  prefque  accableefous  lefaixde  V db  on  dance 

k 

des  humeurs ,  en  dtant  allegee  d'une  partie , 
domine  &  re  git  plus facilement  le  rejle:  Mais  au 
contraire ,  sily  a  JuppreJJion  de  vuidanges,  fans 
ap pare  nee  de  grande  plenitude  au  corps ,  &  fans 
aucun  notable  accident ,  pour  lors  on  pent 
pratiquer  d’abord  la  faignee  du  pied,  fi  on  le 
fouhaite:  Neanmoins  je  trouverois  foment 
plus  a  propos  quelle  fut  price  dee  de  quelqu 
une  du  bras,  pour  degager  par  ce  moyen  plus 
prompt ement  la  poitrine ,  a  laquelle  on  doit  par¬ 
ticular  ement  avoir  egard  en  cette  occafion . 
C'efl  pour  quoy  je  ne  fuis  pas  de  V  opinion  de 
Mercurial,  qui  vent  qu  en  toutes  fuppref 
fons  de  vuidanges  on  faigne  toujours  d’abord  la 
femme  du  pied,  &  non  pas  du  bras,1 ” 

1682*  Thomje  Sydenham,  opera  uni v  erf  a* 
Lugduni  Batavorum ,  1726. 

The  faithful  Sydenham  hath  no  where 
cxprefsly  treated  of  the  puerperal  fever, 

1  Chap,  x.pag*  418 
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unlefs  the  pofthumous  work,  under  the 
title  of  Procefus  integri  in  morbis  fere  omnibus 
curandis ,  may  be  afcribed  to  him.  There 
the  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  fup- 
preffion  of  the  lochia ,  and  is  faid  to  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  fwelling  of  the  belly; 
a  dull  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen , 
loins,  and  groin  ;  rednefs  of  the  face  ;  a  dif¬ 
ficult  refpiration;  a  wild  look;  fhivering ; 
an  acute  fever;  fainting;  cold  fweats ; 
puliation  and  heat  in  the  uterus ;  a  pally  in 
the  lower  parts  ;  and  fometimes  an  epilepfy1. 
But  as  this  piece  was  not  publifhed  by  our 
author  I  will  take  no  further  notice  of  it, 
but  pafs  on  to  his  genuine  works,  where  he 
has  delivered  his  fentiments  pretty  plainly 
of  the  caufe  of  fevers  after  delivery. 

In  his  epiftolary  diflertation,  to  Dr.  Cole, 
he  obferves,  that  fome  women  of  delicate 
conflitutions,  by  riling  too  early  after  child¬ 
birth,  will  be  feized  with  the  hyfteric 
diforder  which,  in  that  cafe,  brings  on  a 
total  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia ,  fucceeded 
by  a  numerous  train  of  iymptoms  which 
loon  prove  fatal,  unlefs  prevented  by  great 
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ft  ill  and  diligence.  He  likewife  takes  no¬ 
tice,  that  a  liippreffion  of  the  loihia  is  fome- 
times  followed  by  a  fever,  which  either  par¬ 
takes  of  the  then  reigning  epidemic,  or  pro¬ 
ceeds  immediately  from  it.  And  adds, 
that  the  fame  hy  ft  eric  diforders  which 
firft  occafioned  the  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia , 
rage  now  more  violently,  and,  as  it  were, 
generate  themfelves  afrefh.  6C  Lochia , 
inquit ,  primum  hnminuuntur ,  deinde  fijluntur 
penitus ;  quorum  fupprejjionem  prcematuram 
longa  fymptomaium  feries  excipit :  qucey  ?iiji 
permagna  tam  diligent  la,  quam  in  medendo 
peritia ,  intercedat ,  cegram  brevi  perimunt . 
Nonnunquam  poji  lochiorum  fupprejjionem  in 
febrem  incidunt ,  quez  vel  in  earum ,  qu£  turn 
grajj'antur ,  epidemicarum  caftra  tranfit ,  vel 
ab  ea  fola  pendet  origine.  Adde  quod  iidem 
ad/e  El  us  hyfterici ,  quibus  lochiorum  JuppreJJio  in 
primis  debetur ,  jam  magis  fczviunty  tamquam 
ex  Je  denuo  nati  1.” 

Here  that  excellent  phyfician  (I  fpeak  with 
reverence)  feems  to  have  loft  his  ufual 
fagacity,  and  not  rightly  to  have  diftinguifhed 
fymptoms  of  the  puerperal  fever,  from  thole 
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of  the  hyfteric  difeafe,  but  to  have  confound¬ 
ed  them  together.  He  might  probably  be 
led  into  this  error  from  what  he  had  obferv- 
ed  of  the  hyfteric  difeafe,  namely,  that  it 
could  aftume  almoft  any  fhape.  tc  This 
difeafe  is  not  more  remarkable,  fays  he,  for 
its  frequency,  than  for  the  numerous  forms 
under  which  it  appears,  refembling  moft  of 
the  diftempers  wherewith  mankind  are  af- 
fli&ed.  For  in  whatever  part  of  the  body  it 
be  feated,  it  immediately  produces  ftich  fymp- 
toms  as  are  peculiar  thereto :  and  unlefs 
the  phyfician  be  aperfon  of  great  judgment 
and  penetration,  he  will  be  miftaken,  and 
fuppofe  fuch  fymptoms  to  arife  from  fame 
effential  difeafe  of  this  or  that  particular  part, 
and  not  from  the  hyfteric  paflion x.”  He  then 
enumerates  the  apoplexy,  hemiplegy,  con- 
vulfions,  clavus  hyjlericus ,  palpitations  of  the 
heart,  cough,  pains  refembling  the  iliac 
paflion,  a  vomiting  of  green  matter,  or  of 
an  uncommon  colour,  the  jaundice,  a  nephri¬ 
tic  paroxyfm,  a  diarrhoea ,  a  finking  of  the 
fpirits,  pains  of  the  face,  teeth,  fhoulders, 
back,  hands,  thighs,  and  legs,  as  being  all 
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lubjedt  to  its  influence  :  and  concludes  with 
obferving  that  Democritus,  in  writing 
to  Hippocrates,  did  not  without  reafon 
aflert,  that  the  uterus  was  the  origin  of  fix 
hundred  evils,  and  innumerable  calamities ! 
Is  it  then  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  a 
diforder,  appearing  under  fuch  a  variety  of 
forms,  fhould,  for  once,  deceive  even  a 
Sydenham  ? 

To  remove  a  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia , 
he  orders  the  woman  to  be  confined  to 
her  bed,  an  hyfteric  pi  after  to  be  applied 
to  the  navel ;  and  prefcribes  an  eledtuary 
compofed  of  the  conferve  of  Roman  worm¬ 
wood  and  rue,  troches  of  myrrh,  caftor, 
faffron,  volatile  fait  of  fal  Ammoniac,  and 
a  fa  fcetida ;  of  which  the  quantity  of  a  large 
nutmeg  is  to  be  taken  every  three  hours, 
drinking  after  it  four  or  five  fpoonfuls  of 
a  julep  prepared  with  equal  parts  of  the 
diftilled  water  of  rue,  and  compound  bryony 
water  k  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  but 
that  fuch  edged  tools  as  thefe,  to  provoke  the 
lochia,  might  be  very  fafe,  in  the  hands  of 
our  Englifh  Hippocrates,  but  this  I  will 
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venture  to  fay,  that  they  are  not  at  all  well 
calculated,  for  general  ufe,  to  remove  an 
>ftru6tion  of  the  lochia ,  for  very  obvious 
.reafons  which  have  already  been  recited 
when  treating  of  the  cure.  Indeed,  1  have 
taken  notice  of  this  paffage .  with  no  other 
view,  than  to  put  the  incautious  reader  upon 
his  guard ;  left,  confiding  in  fo  great  an 
authority,  he  fhould  be  too  apt  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  fuch  dangerous  engines  as  thefe, 
upon  any  fuppreffion  of  the  lochial  dif- 
charge, 

1708.  Hermanni  Bqerhaave,  aphorifmi 
de  cognofcendis  &  curandis  morbis.  Lug- 
duni  Batavorum ,  1737.  Morbi  puer per //, 
aph .  1329,  &c. 

The  caufe  of  the  puerperal  fever,  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  illuftrious  profeffor,  is  a  retention 
of  the  lochia ,  about  the  time  that  the  ferous 
milky  nouriftiment  is  making  its  way, 
irom  the  newly  contracted  veffels  of  the 
Uterus ,  towards  the  breafts;  whence  number- 
lefs  iymptoms  a  rife,  and  of  the  worft  nature, 
according  as  the  lochia  are  carried,  and 
thrown  upon  different  vifcera :  fuch  as* 
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phrenfles,  pleurifies,  peripneumonies,  quin¬ 
sies,  inflammations  of  the  diaphragm,  breafts, 
liver,  ftomach,  caul,  mefentery,  fpleen, 
kidnies,  and  inteftines;  as  alio,  dyfenteries, 
:olics,  iliac  pailions,  apoplexies,  pal- 
lies,  and  a  great  many  other  dangerous  evils. 

To  prevent,  or  remove  tliefe.  complaints, 
be  advifes  gentle  anti-acid  remedies  to  fheath 
the  acid ferum >  foft  diluents;  the  mildeft  ipe* 
cific  aperients,  from  the  moderately  cordial, 
uterine  clafs ;  topical  deobflruents,  clyfters, 
fomentations,  cataplaims,  plafters,  liniments, 
cupping-glafles,  peflaries,  and  luppoiitories. 
He  thinks  that  bleeding  fhould  never  he 
praftifed,  in  this  difeafe,  without  the  mofc 
urgent  neceflity;  but  does  not  fpecify  the 
nature  of  fuch  neceflity.  And  laftiy,  he 
cautions  the  phyfician  from  treating  the 
above  fymptoms,  as  if  they  were  original 
acute  difeafes. 

1716.  Critic  on  febrium :  or,  a  critical  effay  on 
fevers .  By  Edward  Strother,  M.  D. 
London ,  1718.  chap,  ix.  pag.  212.  Lhe 
puerperal fever . 

This  is  the  firft  writer,  I  have  met  with, 
who  gives  the  name  of  puerperal  fever  to  this 
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diforder.  He  fays  that  it  is  preceded  by 
fymptoms  common  to  other  fevers;  that  its 
diftinguifhing  marks  are,  pains  in  the  hypo- 
gaftric  region,  abdomen ,  and  loins.  He  fu- 
fpeds  it  to  appertain  chiefly  to  the  clafs 
of  inflammatory  fevers ;  and  fuppofes  it  to 
be  caufed  by  a  fupprefiion  of  the  lochia. 


1720.  Friderici  Hoffmanni,  medicina 
rationale  fyftematica .  Halce  Magdeburgicce , 

*734- 


It  is  not  very  evident  whether  this  cele¬ 
brated  phyfician  clafles  the  puerperal  fever 
■under  the  head  of  an  inflammation  of  the  ute¬ 
rus  or  the  hyfteric  difeafe.  An  inflammation 
of  the  uterus ,  he  fays,  is  owing  to  an  unequal 
circulation  of  the  blood  through  the  uterine 
yeffels;  namely,  the  capillaries  being  filled, 
and  obftrudted,  by  a  fpafmodic  conftridlion, 
the  blood  is  carried  with  greater  velocity 
and  force  through  the  contiguous  minute 
veffels,  and  their  lateral  branches,  which 
in  common  do  not  admit  the  red  part  of 
the  blood;  whence  arifes  tumor,  rednefs, 
and  fenfe  of  heat,  with  a  compreflion  and 
irritation  of  the  nervous  coat.  Among  the 
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general  caufes,  which  conduce  to  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  uterus ,  he  enumerates 
a  plethoric  and  bad  habit  of  body,  a  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  lochia ,  a  copious  flux  of  blood  to 
the  uterus ,  a  laborious  birth,  paflions  of  the 
mind  efpecially  anger  and  terror,  vehement 
efforts  to  vomit,  external  cold  applied  to 
the  region  of  the  abdomen  and  uterus  , 
drinking  of  cold  liquors  during  the  lochial 
flux,  a  convulfive  colic,  and  a  violent  fpafmo- 
dic  hyfterical  affeftion  b  In  treating  of 
the  hyfteric  difeafe  he  obferves,  that  a  fup- 
preflion  of  the  lochia ,  happening  early  after4 
delivery,  will  frequently  occafion  violent 
hyfterical  fymptoms,  but  does  not  mention 
what  thofe  fymptoms  are,  and  quotes 
Hippocrates  in  fupport  of  this  opinion. 
46  In  piierperis  verb ,  cb  lochiorum  non' rite 
fuccedentemfluxum ,  by  ft  ericas  pafiones frequen- 
tius  obfervamus ;  quod  etiam  fuo  tempore 
Hi  ppocrates  notavit.  Novimus  puerper as , 
primis  fepenuniero  d  partu  die  bus,  ab  aere  fri- 
gido  ad  imum  vent  re  ?n  admijfo ,  a  levi  a?ii?ni 
motu ,  a  longiori  corporis  extra  ledhim  deten- 
tione ,  in  fceva  fymptomata  hyft erica  incidfe  ; 

1  Tom.  i v.fiart.  i.  fe£l.  ii.  cap .  x.  De  inflammation*  & 
febre  uterina. 

qua 
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qua  etiam  prejfo  infequuntur  pede,  ft ,  lo chits 

primis  jlatim  diebus  deftcientibus  ac  cejfantibus , 

fedlione  vena  tempejiiva  baud  fuccurratur  V9 

To  remove  an  obftrudUon  of  the  lochia , 

he  prefers  bleeding  in  the  foot,  rather 

than  in  the  fuperior  parts  of  the  body* 

“  Sanguinis  copia ,  inquit ,  fub  graviditate  jufto 

plus  accumulata ,  minuenda  per  vena  fee - 

tionem,  non  in  fuperioribusy  fed  in  pede  infli- 

t ut am.  Sape  enim  d  nimia  vaforum  diften- 

tione  fiunt  fpafniy  &  fanguinis  exfuperans 

moles  uteri  compagem  nimium  diftendendo ,  ejuf- 

dem  fyftalticam  &  expulfivam  pot  entiam  minuit 

ac  unpedit.  Hinc  vena  feclionis  remedium 

omntno  maximi ,  ad  promovendum  lochiorum 

ftuxum  &  mflammationem  arcendam ,  ejl  if  us „ 

^uod ficuti  in  Gallia ,  hunc  in  finem ,  frequen- 

tins  qudm  par  eft  adhibetur ;  it  a  perperam 

in  noflra  Germania  rejicitury  ut  pluresy  in - 

flammatoria  uteri  fehrey  correpta  pereanty 

qua  tempejiiva  fanguinis  mifjione  potuiffent 
2 

8  Tom.  iv.  part,  ill,  cap.  v.  De  malo  hyfterica , 

£  Tom.  iv.  part,  i,  fe&.  ii,  cap.  x. 

!  7 22. 
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1722.  Tr elite  complet  des  accouchemens  naturels , 
non-naturelsy  &  contre  nature.  Par  It 
Sieur  De  La  Motte.  A  Paris ,  1722. 
livre  v.  chap .  vi.  Des  vuidanges  qui  coulent 
durant  les  couches  de  la  femme  >  &  de  celles 
qui font  fupprimees. 

This  author  follows  the  opinion  of 
Mauriceau,  in  fuppofing  the  difeafe  to 
proceed  from  a  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia. 
He  apprehends  that  this  obftru&ion  may 
arife  from  a  variety  of  eaufes,  and  fome  of 
them  very  flight  ones,  as  will  appear  in  the 
fequel.  If  the  lochia  continue  to  flow  for  a  con- 
liderable  time,  or  if  they  fhould  even  flop  af¬ 
ter  a  few  days  continuance,  if  this  be  the  efFedt 
of  nature  and  no  ill  confequence  follow,  he 
fuppofes  no  danger.  But  on  the  contrary,  if 
this  difeharge  has  been  pretty  plentiful  for  fe- 
veral  days,  and  is  fuddenly  fupprefled  by  any 
caufe  whatever,  he  then  fays  it  is  always 
followed  by  fome  troublelome  accident ; 
and  that  nothing  is  more  unaccount¬ 
able,  and  irregular,  than  the  eaufes  which 
produce  this  fupprellion.  For  though  they 
may  fometimes  be  fufficiently  confiderable, 

they  are  at  other  times  lo  very  inconfiderable, 

Q^2  as 
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as  to  be  really  furprifmg,  I  will  recite  them 
in  his  own  words.  66  II n  eft  pas  extraordi¬ 
naire  que  cette fluppreflion  j, accede  a  un  e mpor fe¬ 
me  nt  furieux ,  a  une  extreme  peur ,  a  une  ex - 
cejflve  joye ,  a  d’autres  Jhnblables  pajjions , 
qu elle  arrive  pour  un  mot  dit  par  inad¬ 
vertence ,  ou  d  l occajion  dune  bonne  ou  mau- 
vaifle  nouvelle  prejqu  indifferent ,  a  ia  perflonne 
a  qui  on  la  debite ,  par  P odeur  dune  fleur,  par 
im  petit f raid,  par  une  peur  legere ,  <2  I  occajion 
dun  cry  imprevpi ,  fait  dans  la  rue  au  dans  la 
tnaifon ,  fs?  enfin  un  rien  pour  ainji  dire , 
la  reflexion  a  caufle  la  plus  legere  emotion ,  © 
qui  interceptant  le  cours  de  ces  humeursy  en 
caufle  a  Pinflant  un  reflus  flur  le  bas  ventre , 
<5?  toute  habitude  du  corps ,  G2  qui  donne 
lieu  d  une  flevre,  a  une  tenjion ,  a  une  douleur 

an.,  bas  ventre ,  a  P  oppreffion,  au  delirey  &  en - 
fin- a  la  rnort 1 A 

1751.  Afe  'flay  towards  a  complete  new flyflem 
of'  midwifery*  By  John  Burton,  M.  D0 
London,  1 7 5 1  ^  Pur/  iv.  §  165. 

The  caufe  of  the  puerperal  fever,  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  writer,  is  an  inflammation  cf  the 

-  ^  ■»  Pag.  76S. 
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Uterus .  46  Sometimes  an  inflammation  of 

the  womb,  fays  he,  whether  caufed  by  the 
midwife,  the  ftoppage  of  the  lochia ,  or  the 
like,  will  bring  on  Jlfter-pains  as  fome  call 
them  ;  and  then  the  fymptoms  generally 
are,  a  violent  tenfion,  heat,  and  pain  in  the 
hypogaftric  region,  which  the  patient  can 
fcarce  bear  to  have  touched  ;  and  fhe  can  lie  in 
no  other  pofition  than  on  her  back ;  if  fhe 
tries  ever  fo  little  to  lie  on  a  fide,  fhe  feels  a 
heavy  and  painful  weight  falling  on  the  fame 
fide  ;  the  loins  and  groin  on  the  contrary 
fide  fuffering  an  intolerable  pain ;  which 
increafes  with  a  tenfion  on  the  belly,  a  fever, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing ;  when  the 
lochia  either  are  leflfened,  or  wholly  ftopt, 
with  a  conftant  inclination  to  make  water, 
and  fometimes  with  pains  in  the  thighs.  Plen¬ 
tiful,  but  proper  bleeding  (for  the  cure)  with  a 
cooling  regimen,  is,  in  general,  abfolutely 
neceflary;  and  if  the  diforder  proceed  from 
a  bandage  round  the  abdomen  being  too  tight, 
the  caufe  muft  be  removed  ;  but  if  the  inflam¬ 
mation  be  caufed  by  a  ftoppage  of  the  lochia , 
emmenagogues  and  all  kinds  of  warmer 
ftimulants  and  purgatives  muft  be  avoided; 
and  the  fecretian  of  the  milk  muft  be  pro¬ 
moted. 
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mated,  which  is  a  method  I  never  knew 
any  author  to  take  notice  of,  or  to  follow, 
in  order  to  remove  thefe  uterine  com¬ 
plaints 

1752..//  t  rent  if e  on  the  theory  and  practice 

of  midwifery .  By  W.  Smell  ie,  M.  D. 

London  y  1762. 

»■ 

He  fuppofes  that  this  difeafe  may  arifc 
either  from  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus , 
or  an  obftrudion  of  the  lochia ;  and  that 

the  one  is  generally  the  confequence  of  the 
other.  k<  As  there  are  feldom  inflammations 
in  the  uterus ,  fays  he,  without  obftrudtions 
of  the  lochia^  and  feldom  obftrudtions  of 
the  lochia  y  but  there  mu  ft  be  more  or  lefs 
of  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus ,  they  might 
be  joined  together  2.”  When  the  difeafe  is 
recent  he  orders  the  patient  to  lie  quiet,  and 
encourage  a  plentiful  diaphorefis  by  drinking 
frequently  of  warm,  weak,  diluting  fluids ; 
and  likewife  by  taking  opiates  and  fudorifics 
in  different  forms,  as  may  be  agreeable  to 
hier  ftomach.  Should  thefe  methods  be  ufed 

‘  ^g'  33s>  339- 
1  VoL  iii,  pag.  448. 

without 
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without  fuccefs,  and  the  patient  labour  un¬ 
der  a  hot,  dry  lkin,  anxiety,  and  a  quick, 
hard,  and  full  pulfe,  the  warm  diaphoretics  arc 
to  be  laid  afide,  and  recourfe  muft  be  had 
to  bleeding  at  the  arm  or  ancle  to  more  or 
left  quantity,  according  to  the  degree  of 
the  fever  and  obftrudtion;  and  this  evacuation 
muft  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion  :  when 

the  obftruftion  is  not  total,  it  is  fuppofed 
more  proper  to  bleed  at  the  ancle,  than  at 
the  arm ;  and  at  the  latter,  when  the  difchargc 
is  altogether  flopped1. 

1762.  Avis  au  peupk fur  fa  j ante :  Par  Mr. 
Tissot.  A  Paris ,  1770.  tom.  ii.  chap, 
xxvi.  §  369.  Suites  des  couches. 

This  experienced  phyfician  afcribes  the* 
caufe,  of  the  puerperal  fever,  either  to  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  uterus ,  or  a  fuppreftion  of 
the  lochia ;  but  moft  probably  to  the  latter.  H® 
includes,  the  moft  ufual  confequences  of child  r 
birth,  under  the  four  following  heads :  1.  A11 
exceflive  haemorrhage.  2.  An  inflammation  of 
site  stints.  3.  A  fudden  fuppreftion  of  the 


)  Yol.  1.  pag,  498,  409. 
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lochia .  4.  The  fever,  and  other  accidents,' 
refulting  from  the  milk.  The  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  uterus ,  he  fays,  is  difcoverable 
by  pains  in  all  the  lower  parts  of  the  belly; 
by  a  tenfion  or  tightnefs  of  the  whole;  by 
a  fenfible  increafe  of  pain  upon  touching 
it ;  a  kind  of  red  ftain  or  ipot*  that  mounts 
to  the  middle  of  the  belly,  as  high  as  the 
navel,  which  fpot,  as  the  difeafe  increafes, 
turns  black,  and  then  is  always  a  mortal 
fymptom ;  by  a  very  extraordinary  degree 
of  weaknefs;  an  amazing  change  of  counte¬ 
nance  ;  a  flight  delirium  ;  a  continual  fever, 
with  a  weak  and  hard  pulfe  ;  fometimes  in- 
Ceffant  vomitings;  a  frequent  hiccough;  a 
moderate  difcharge  of  a  reddiflh,  flunking, 
fharp  water ;  frequent  urgings  to  go  to  flool ; 
a  burning  kind  of  heat  of  urine ;  and  fome¬ 
times  an  entire  fuppreffion  of  it.  For  the 
cure  he  recommends  bleeding;  frequent 
clyfters  of  warm  water ;  injections  of  the 
fame  kind  into  the  uterus ;  and  aqueous* 
fomentations  to  be  continually  applied  over 
the  belly.  He  obferves  that  a  total  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  lochia  proves  a  caufe  of  the  mofl 
violent  diforders,  and  fhould  be  treated  ex¬ 
actly  in  the  fame  manner  as  an  inflammation 

of 
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of  the  uterus:  and  that  if  unhappily  hot 
medicines  have  been  given,  in  order  to  force 
them  down,  the  cafe  will  generally  prove 
fatal. 

1764.  Gerardi  L.  B.  van  Swieten, 
comment  aria  in  Hermanni  Boerhaave 
aphorifmos  de  cognofcendis  &  curandis  morbis . 
Lugduni  Batavorum ,  1764.  Morbi  puer- 
perii,  tom .  iv.  §  1329,  &c. 

This  learned  commentator  enters  tho¬ 
roughly  into  the  fpirit  of  his  author,  and 
explains  in  a  full  and  mafterly  manner 
the  text  of  his  celebrated  preceptor.  He 
agrees  with  him  that  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
lochia  is  a  caufe  of  puerperal  fevers,  but, 
at  the  fame  time*  feems  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  they  ar6  more  generally  occa- 
fioned  by  a  tranflation  of  the  lafteal  matter, 
than  of  the  lochia ,  upon  different  parts  of 
the  body.  “  An  non  ex  hadtenus  didlis 
f ait )  concludi  pot  eft ,  metaftaftn  ladleam  pro - 
ducere  pofte  omnia  ilia  mala ,  quce  m  textu 
enum  erantur  *,  &  quce  lochiis  fupprejjis  tribui 


?  Recited  above  in  page  119. 
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folent :  prout  nempe  in  has  illafve  partes 
deponitur  materia  laEtea,  &  quidem  tanio 

majori  cum  penculoj  quanto  partes 9  in  quas 
deponitur ,  ad  vitam  magis  neceffariae  fue ~ 
rint?  uti  etiam ,  ft  materia  hcec  deponatnr  in 
loca ,  ex  quibus  difficult er  eliminari  potent.. 
Non  tamen  in  ilia  opinione  fum,  ac  fi  lochia 
retent  a  nullum  facer  ent  periculum ;  fed 
tantum  hoc  monendum  effe  credidi,  etiam  de 
depojitmie  materia  ladiecz  ad  varia  loca  corporis 
cogitandum  effe .  Lochia  enim  naturaliter 
minuuntur  iilo  tempore ,  quo  febris  iadiaria  folet 
incipere,  &  vix  fanguinea  fiuunt  tunc5  fed 
potius  fubpurulenta .  Primis  autem  diebus puer- 
per  ii  majus  videtur  effe  a  lochiis  ret  ent  is  pericu¬ 
lum  ;  fequentibus  diebus „  poft  febrim  ladlariam , 
minus ;  it  a  tamen ,  ut  fi  retineretur  illud  pur  u- 
lentum ,  quod  tunc  exire  folet ,  ^  gw  reforp - 
//dw  fanguinem  multum  mail  raetuendum 
foret  tie  alfo  obferves,  that  a  retention 
of  the  lochia  may  occaiion  an  inflammation 
of  the  uterus ;  and  on  the  contrary,  that 
an  inflamed  uterus ,  from  a  laborious  birth 
or  any  other  caufe,  will  be  attended  with 
a  fuppreffion  of  the  lochial  difcharge,  H 


•?  Tom.  iv,  pag.  6 12. 
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remarks  that  a  diarrhoea ,  after  childbirth, 

is  not  always  to  be  dreaded,  notwithstanding 
it  be  looked  upon,  by  many,  as  a  very  dan-, 
gerous  fymptom  which  ought  to  be  remov¬ 
ed  ;  and  mentions  an  instance  where  he 
himfelf  was  highly  cenfured,  by  the  by- 
Panders,  for  not  checking  that  evacuation. 
64  Probe  memini ,  dum  puer perce,  gemelm  enixee , 
cur  am  gererem ,  me  pejjime  exceptum  fuijfe  ab 
adjlantibus ,  dum  nollem  alvi  jluxum  compefcere . 
Tertia  die  lochia  omnino  fupprejfa  fuerant ; 
venter  durus  &  do  lens  erat .  MolliJJimis 
fomentis  adhibitis 9  lenijjimis  aperientibus 
decoclis  copiofe  potatis ,  per  alvum  exiverunt 
viridia ,  fcetidijfima ,  &  quidem  cum  injigni 

levamine\  ac  brevi  convaluit  lP  It  hath  been 
remarked  above,  that  Boerhaave  forbids 
bleeding,  in  the  puerperal  fever,  unlefs 
urged  by  the  greateft  necelfity ;  but  omits 
mentioning  the  nature  of  that  necelfity. 
His  ingenious  commentator  hath  fupplied 
that  defeft,  as  well  from  his  own  experience 
as  that  of  others,  in  the  following  words : 
“  In  puerperis  pleuritide  correptis ,  licet  lochia 
flucr ent,  Janguinis  iniffio  prof iiit  injigniter ,  quod 


*  Tom.  iv,  pag.  613. 
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&  Juts  obfervationibus  confirmat  La  Motte* 
quiy  lochiis  bene  prodeuntibus ,  repetitas  etiam 
in  brachio  ‘vence  fediiones  injlituit  \  Dum 
pdlavo  a  partu  die  acerbijjimus  lateris  dolor  cor - 
ripuiffet  puerperam ,  Tu  l  p  i  u  s  ,  cum  identidem 
novis  infultibus  urgeret  dolor y  ter  pedis ,  & 
quinquies  brack'd,  venas  f oh  ere  debuit .  Tan- 
tam  fanguinis  jadluram  non  folitm  toleravit 9 
fed  &  ingens  ahi  profluvium  fujiinere  debuit , 
antequam  integre  debellaretur  morbus*.” 


1765.  Trait  e  des  maladies  des  femmes.  Par 
J.  Astruc,  Profeffeur  Royal  de  tnedecine, 
&  Medecin  confultant  du  Roi.  A  Paris > 
3765.  tom.  v.  liv.  iii.  chap .  xiv.  §  3.  Des 
‘vuidanges  fupprimees . 

This  phyfician  ranges  the  puerperal  fever 
under  the  head  of  obftrudted  lochia .  The 
obftruftion,  he  obferves,  may  be  total,  or 
only  partial ;  and  may  either  happen  about 
the  fecon-d,  or  third  day  after  delivery,  or 
not  till  towards  the  feventh,  or  eighth. 
The  former  cafe  he  fuppofes  to  be  much 

*  Tom,  iii,  png.  3 5,  36*  z  Tom.  iv*  pag.  634. 
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more  dangerous  than  the  latter.  He  fays 
the  fymptoms,  which  accompany  this  fup- 
preffion,  are  different  in  different  perfons. 
The  general  ones  are,  a  tenfion,  fwell- 
ing,  and  pain  of  the  uterus ;  pain  in  the 
loins,  bottom  of  the  fpine,  and  groin;  a 
naufea ,  and  vomiting;  difficulty  in  breath¬ 
ing,  and  {pitting  of  blood;  rigors,  fever,  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  uterus ,  and  fometimes  a 
delirium ,  a  corna  vigil ,  or  coma  fomnole n turn. 

He  attributes  a  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia  to 
four  caufes.  The  firft  of  thefe  caufes  is,  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  catching  cold :  whether  it  be  by  the  cold 
air  getting  into  the  uterus ,  through  the  ne- 
gleCt  of  the  nurfe,  in  not  keeping  the  parts 
covered ;  or  through  the  patient  being  expofed 
to  cold  at  her  feet,  by  not  keeping  the  room 
fufficiently  warm;  or  from  the  imprudence 
of  fuffering  her  to  drink  her  liquors  too 
cold.  The  fecond  caufe  is,  any  unexpected 
trouble,  grief,  or  fear:  the  paffions  of  the 
mind,  he  fays,  efpecially  when  they  are 
hidden,  produce  a  conftriCtion  of  the  uterus , 
that  wholly  fuppreffes  the  difeharge. 
The  third  caufe  is,  a  violent  fupervening 
diarrhoea ;  the  confequence  of  indigeftion, 

from 
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from  having  eaten  too  much;  the  great 
evacuation,  that  is  made  by  ftool,  neceffarily 

diminishing  that  which  Should  be  made  by. 
the  uterus .  Laftly,  the  fourth  caufe  is,  ail 
inflammation  of  the  uterus ;  which,  by 
tumefying  its  fubftance,  ciofes  up  all  the 
veiny  appendages  from  whence  the  blood 
of  the  lochia  flows.  This  inflammation,  he 
obferves,  is  always  the  confequence  of  fome 
hurt,  which  the  interior  part  of  the  uterus 
has  received,  in  a  laborious  delivery,  from 
the  hands  of  an  unfkilful  midwife.  He 
concludes,  by  remarking,  that  this  laid  caufe 
muft  produce  a  fuppreffion  of  the  moft 
dangerous  kind;  and  that  experience  but  too 
much  confirms  it. 

His  fentiments,  with  refpedt  to  bleeding 
in  this  difeafe,  he  delivers  in  the  following 
terms ;  *6  Si  la  fupprejjion  merit  de  rune  des 
deux  premieres  caufes ,  il  faut  d'abord  employer 
la  faignee  pour  prevenir  la  plethore>  &  pour 
relacher  &  detendre  la  matrice ,  &  tdcher  de 
retablir  le  cours  des  vuidanges .  On  a  longtemps 
dijpute  fi  cetoit  du  bras  ou  du  pied  qu  on  devoit 
fdire  ces  faignees ;  mais  la  quejlion  me  paroit 
aujourdl hui  decide e .  Si  les  vuidanges  ne font  pas 
tout-d-fait  fupprimeesy  cejl  du  pied  quil  faut 

faignery 
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faigner ,  parce  qu  on  pent  efperer ,  en  attirant 
le  fang  fur  la  mat  rice,  de  forcer  les  objlacles 
&  de  retablir  les  vuidanges.  Mats  Ji  les 
vuidanges  font  tout-d-fait  fuppnmees ,  il  ne 
faut  point  attirer  le  fang  fur  la  mat  rice,  d' oil 
il  n  a  point  d'iffue ,  &  il  faut  faigner  du  bras . 
On  ne  peut  pas  fixer  le  nombre  des  faigneesy 
mais  fi  le  mal  prejje ,  &  que  les  forces  de  la 
malade  le  permettent ,  il  faut  en  faire  quatre 
dans  les  deux  premiers  jours 

% 

1766.  A  Compendium  of  Midwifery .  By 
Thomas  Cooper,  M.  D.  London ,  1766.' 
part  iii.  fe£l*  iii.  Difeafes  confequent  on  de - 

This  fever,  he  obferves,  is  a  truly 
dangerous  and  perplexing  malady;  that  it 
proceeds  generally  from  violent  affections  of 
the  mind,  as  grief,  delpondency,  and  the 
like ;  from  the  drinking  of  ftrong  liquors, 
or  caudle  too  highly  fpiced;  from  obftruCted' 
perfpiration,  and  evacuations.  That  the 
fymptoms  are,  moil  commonly,  a  flow 
creeping  pulfe,  which  afterwards  becomes 


*  Pag.  414. 


very 


i36  A  TREATISE  on  the 

yery  quick;  that  fometimes  the  pulfe  is 
quick  at  firft,  and  flow  afterwards;  in  fome 
quick,  full,  and  ftrong;  mothers,  quick,  with 
alternate  heats  and  fhiverings,  pains  in  the 
belly,  breafts,  and  fides;  a  cough,  a  dry 
fkin,  and  hardnefs  of  the  abdomen .  He  re¬ 
marks  that,  as  the  difeafe  increafes,  the 
inflamed  uterus  becomes  putrid,  and  dif- 
charges  a  fetid  Janies  \  and  that,  by  the  fourth 
day,  the  fever  puts  on  quite  a  putrid  nature, 
“  Though  this  diforder,  fays  he,  is  of  the 
inflammatory  kind,  it  feldom  will  bear  to  be 
treated  as  fuch  ;  for  which  reafon,  unlefsthe 
pains  are  very  great,  we  fhould  not  bleed, 
at  leaft  for  the  firft  eighteen  or  twenty  hours. 
Women  after  their  firft  labour  generally  bear 
bleeding  better  than  thofe  who  have  had 
many  children  :  the  pulfe,  on  a  nice  obfer- 
vation,  will  feldom  be  found  tenfe,  though 
quick  and  full,  but  is  moft  commonly  weak 
and  undulating  ;  nervous  and  hyfterical 
women  cannot  bear  the  lofs  of  much  blood, 
wherefore,  when  it  is  necefiary  to  bleed 
fuch  patients,  the  quantity,  at  firft  taken 
away,  fhould  be  fmall.  In  ftiort,  this  will 
hold  good  in  all  conftitutions  in  general, 
where  this  diforder  occurs ;  as  it  is  not  cer- 
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tain  that  difeafes  ot  the  vifcera  are  relieved 
by  this  evacuation :  and  if  venaefedfion  is 
tiled  after  the  third  day,  unlefs  the  pains  are 
violent,  the  pulfe  ftrong,  and  the  inflam-* 
inatory  fymptoms  run  high,  it  is  generally 
prejudicial  V* 

1768*  E/Jays  on  the  puerptral  fever ,  and 
on  puerperal  convuljions .  By  Thomas 
Denman,  M.  D.  London ,  1768; 

This  writer*  as  far  as  can  be  collected 
from  the  following  paflages,  fuppofes  the 
puerperal  fever  to  be  attended  with  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  uterus .  <f  There  is  a  fenfe  of 
throbbing  pain,  fays  he,  and  uneafy.heat, 
through  the  parts  in  general.  The  urine  is 
voided  often,  with  pain,  and  in  a  fmall 
quantity,  as  if  the  inflammation,  originally 
in  the  uterus ,  had  reached  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  a.  Great  care  mull  be  taken  in  the 
adminiftration  (of  clyfters)  or  the  patient 
will  fuffer  intolerable  pain,  on  account  of 
the  tendernefs  and  inflammation  of  the  os 
internum 3.”  The  predifpofing  and  occafional 

*  Png.  219.  aP agi  9.  3  Pag-  3 3' 
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caufes  are  faid  to  be,  a  redundancy  of  the 
quantity,  or  an  exaltation  of  the  quality  of 
the  bile ;  unwholefome  diet,  fudden  frights, 
and  riling  too  foon  after  delivery  ;  the  ufe  of 
hot  fpices,  the  neglect  of  procuring  ftools* 
after  delivery,  and  every  accident  which 
obftrufts  perfpiration.  This  difeafe,  he  fays, 
may  follow  a  labour  under  the  bell: 
cireumftances ;  but  that  endeavours  to  dilate 
the  os  internum ,  and  too  hafty  a  feparation  of 
th q  placenta,  or  binding  the  abdomen  tight  after 
delivery  will  often  produce  it  \  he  does  not 
however  include  hard  labours  as  a  frequent 
caufe,  fince  it  is  remarkable  that  women  re¬ 
cover  very  foon  after  them  1  *. 

H  is  fentiments,  with  refpedt  to  yen  affec¬ 
tion,  are  expreffed  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  “  After  the  mofh  careful  observation,, 
the  event  has  fo  often  proved  to  me,  that 
large  bleedings  weaken  the  lick,  without 
proportionably  lefiening  the  difeafe,  that  I 
have  for  a  long  time  never  taken  away  blood 
in  any  quantity.  In  very  full,  fanguine- 
habits  of  body,  bleeding  may  be  neceffary, 
but  I  think  the  repetition  of  it  fliould  be- 
miiftcd  upon  with  great  caution2.”  As  an 
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cvacuant,  he  recommends  a  powder  compofed 
of  two  grains  of  tartarum  emeticum ,  and  one 
icruple  of  prepared  crabs  eyes  ;  of  which  he 
gives  from  two  to  fix  grains,  and  repeats  it  as 
circumftances  require,  judicioufly  obferving, 
•that  no  benefit  is  to  be  expecled  but  from  its 
feufible  operation. 

2769..  A  new  fyflem  of  midwifery.  By 

Robert  Wallace  Johnson,  M.  D. 

London ,  1769.  pari  iv.  chap .  vii. 

He  treats  of  the  puerperal  fever,  in  the 
feventh  chapter.,  entitled,  Gf  the  fupprejfon  of 
ihe  lochia .  “  A  fever,  fays  he,  without  a  fup¬ 
preffion,  is  not  uncommon  in  the  month  of 
childbed;  but  a  fuppreffion,  as  far  as  I  can 
difcover,  is  never  to  be  found  without  a  fever : 
yet  (if  -diftindl)  which  is  prior?  or  whether 
the  fuppreffion  is  not,  in  fome  cafes,  the 
primordial,  and  in  others  the  confequent,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  determine.  However,  leaving 
the  dediioii  to  future  difcovery,  I  ffiall,  in 
order  to  inform  the  ftudent  as  well  as  I  can, 
take  notice  firft  of  the  moft  probable  caufes, 
&c.  Firft  then,  the  caufes,  which  may  be 
alhgned,  are  very  different,  to  wit,  a  peculiar 
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miafm  in  the  atmofphere;  an  admiflion  of 
cold  air  fo  freely  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
as  to  excite  rigors,  &c.  an  ingrefs  of  fuch  air 
into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus ,  whereby  the 
blood  may  be  fuddenly  thickened  or  congeal* 
yd ;  an  oyer-heated  or  hurried  circulation, 
by  which  the  uterine  veffels  rpay  be  over? 
charged  or  fuffocated ;  every  thing  capable 
of  bringing  on  an  inflammation  in  the  fub* 
fiance  of  the  uterus ,  or  in  any  part  fo  con* 
nefited  with  it,  as  to  affeft  it;  any  violent*  or 
inftantaneous  agitation  of  mind;  or  what* 
yyer  is  capable  of  exciting  irritation.  A  fqp- 
p  ref  lion  at  the  lacteal  fecretion,  as  alfo  a 
diarrhoea ?  may  contribute  to  it b” 

Among  the  curative  indications,  herepkons 
as  the  fir  it,  a  timely  diminution  of  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  blood.  For  this  end,  he  recommends 
vemufedtion.  as  the  mo li:  eligible  means,  and 
lays  very  great  ft  refs  upon  it,  provided  it  be 
begun  early,  that  is,  foon  after  the  attack, 
while  the  pulie  is  full,  or  before  the  vifcera 
are  much  affected ;  for  he  remarks,  that  if  this 
opportunity  be  loft,  the  inflammation  in- 
creafes  fall,  the  pulte  links,  becoming  final! , 
quick,  weak,  and  at  1ft!  irregular  ;  fo  that 
bleeding  now  would  be  very  injudicious. 
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1770.  Obfervations  on  the  prevailing  difeafes 
in  Great  Britain .  By  John  Millar, 
M.  D.  London ,  1770.  part  iii.  chap .  ii. 
0/  the  puerperal  fever ? 

This  author,  very  judicioufly,  ranks  the 
puerperal  fever  among  the  popular  difeafes  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  indeed  no  writer,  on  the 
prevailing  difeafes  of  any  .country,  can  hard¬ 
ly,  with  propriety,  omit  it.  He  clafles  this 
fever  with  thofe  which  partake  both  of  a 
putrid,  and  inflammatory  nature.  I  fhall 
give  the  author’s  opinion,  of  the  caufes  of 
this  difeafe,  in  his  own  words.  “  The  changes 
which  the  humours  naturally  undergo  in 
women,  during  their  pregnancy,  render  them 
more  liable  to  the  contagion  of  putrid  dif¬ 
eafes  ;  while  the  circumftances  attending 
childbed  produce  inflammatory  lymptoms* 
and  hence  often  arifes  a  complicated  fever, 
the  moft  dangerous  and  difficult  of  cure  of 
any  which  fills  under  the  direction  of  the 
phyfician  \  When  a  woman  in  childbed 
is  feized  with  a  remitting  fever,  if  there  is 
fiQ  irregularity  in  the  ufual  evacuations,  the, 
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iymptoms  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
which  were  already  defcribed  in  treating  of 
that  difeafe  ;  bu  t  her  particular  Situation  ren¬ 
ders  it  more-  dangerous*.  If  the  ufual  evacuations 
are  fupprefled,  the  fever  partakes  more  of  in¬ 
flammation,  and  is  attended' with  particular 
fymptoms  which  require  a  peculiar  treatment. 
But  the  puerperal  fever  is  much  oftener  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  oppoiitc  .extreme;  yet  that  natu¬ 
ral  evacuation  is  not  too  raflily  to  be  pro- 
pounced  exceffive,  fince  it  is  wifely  intended 
to  prevent  the  evil  confequences  which  might 
arife  from  inflammation,  or  from  obftrudtion 
in>  the  vefTels  V’ 

Some  phyficians,  he  obferves,  affert  that 
this  difeafe  is  to  be  cured  by  veil  infection, 
while  others  have  maintained  it  to  be 
pernicious,  and  that  cordials,  opiates,  and 
emmenagogues*  are  the  only  medicines 
which  can  be  fafely  ufed.  When  there  is 
much  pain,  hardnefs,  and  fwelling  in  the 
belly,  a^d  efpecially  if  any  injury  has  been 
received. during  the  time  of  labour,  bleeding, 
he  fays,  may  be  neceffary;  but  that  as  this 
remedy  is,  ever  to  be  ufed  with  caution  in  the 
puerperal,  fever,  the  application  of  it  fhould 
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always  be  diredled  by  the  advice  of  an  able 
phvfician ;  and  that  no  general  rule  can  b% 
given  concerning  it,  fince  there  are  many 
circum  fiances  to  be  confidered,  which  render 
almoft  every  new  cafe  a  particular  ftudy. 
Thofe  of  a  delicate  conftitution,  continues 
he,  do  not  bear  a  lofs  of  blood,  and  if  it 
fhould  be  taken  away  imprudently,  they  are 
brought  into  great  danger.  If  the  hae¬ 
morrhage  has  been  violent  at  the  time  of 
delivery,  bleeding  is  then  improper  ;  but  if, 
from  the  beginning,  the  natural  evacuation 
has  either  been  too  fmall,  or  altogether 
fupprefled  ;  if  the  labour  has  been  fevere,  and 
if  any  violence  has  been  ufed,  it  then  becomes 
abfolutely  neceflary,  and  fometimes  muft 
be  frequently  repeated. 

1771.  A  treatife  on  female  difeafes .  B 'y  Henry 

Manning,  M.  D.  London ,  1771.  chap . 

xx.  Of  the  puerperal  fever* 

This  is  the  lateft  author  I  have  met  with* 
who  treats  of  the  puerperal  fever;  and  he 
brings  us  down  nearly  to  the  time  th^it  this 
publication  was  put  to  the  prefs,  that  is,  in 
the  month  of  November  1771. 


His 
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His  fentiments,  relating  to  the  caufe  of* 
th  is  difcrder,  he  expreffes  in  the  following 
terms.  “  From  all  the  moft  accurate  accounts 
of  this  difeafe,  and  from  the  period  at  which 
it  generally  commences,  there  is  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  it  owes  its  rife  more  immedi¬ 
ately  to  accidents  after  delivery  :  for  it  is 
allowed,  that  it  may  follow  a  labour  undet 
the  be  ft  and  moft  defireable  circumftances ; 
though  endeavours  to  dilate  the  os  internum i 
are  fuppofed  frequently  to  produce  it.  The 
more  immediate  caufes  generally  affigned 
by  authors  are,  a  ftoppage  of  perlpiration, 
too  free  an  ufe  of  fpices,  and  the  negleft  of 
procuring  ftools  after  delivery ;  fudden  frights, 
too  hafty  a  feparation  of  the  placenta ,  and 
binding  the  abdomen  too  tight.  The  putrid 
appearance,  however,  which  this  difeafe  fo 
foon  affumes,  affords  ground  to  fulpeft,  that 
the  predifpofing  caufe  of  it  is  a  vitiated  ftate 
of  the  humours  :  for  it  is  generally  obferved 
to  be  moft  prevalent  in  an  unhealthy  feafon, 
and  among  women  of  a  weakly  and  a  fcor- 
butic  conftitution  V* 
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He  remarks  that,  with  regard  to  the 
method  of  cure,  no  difeafe  has  more  divided 

p  "  *  r  i-  •  ♦ 

the  fentiments  of  phyficians,  than  the  puer¬ 
peral  fever.  That  the  apparent  indications 
and  contra-indications  of  bleeding,  and  other 
remedies,  arifing  from  the  complication  of 
inflammatory  and  putrid  fymptoms;  the 
equivocal  appearance  of  the  Vomiting  and 
purging,  as  whether  they  are  critical  orfymp- 
tomatical ;  and  the  different  caufes  from 
whence  fymptoms  fimilar  to  each  other  may 
arife  in  pregnant  women;  all  confpire  to  in¬ 
volve  the  fubjedl  in  great  obfcurity  and  inde- 
cifion.  Speaking  of  the  cure  he  fays,  that 
one  of  the  mo  ft  effential  points  to  be  afcer- 
tained,  refpedls  the  propriety  of  bleeding. 
That  a  free  ufe  of  the  lancet  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  regarded  as  the  moil  fuccefsful  expedi- 
ent  in  practice  ;  and  that  there  are  fome  in- 
ftances  of  critical  haemorrhages  which  would 
appear  to  confirm  its  utility.  But  he  thinks, 
he  may  fafely  affirm  from  experience,  that, 
for  one  who  will  be  benefited  by  large 
bleeding,  a  much  greater  number  will  be  in¬ 
jured,  and  that  even  almoft  irretrievably. 
That,  indeed,  he  isfo  fenfible  of  this  fa£t,  that: 
for  feveral  years  he  has  feldom  advifed  bleed- 
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ing,  except  in  women  of  plethoric  confti- 
tutions,  and  in  whom  the  figns  of  inflame 
niation  rofe  high :  nor  that  ^ven  in  fuch 
patients  ought  it  to  be  repeated  without  great 


caution,  and  the  exiftence  of  firong  indica¬ 
tions.  And  concludes  with  obferving,  that, 
though  bleeding  ought  in  general  to  be  ufed 
with  great  caution,  there  are  certainly  many 
cafes  in  which  it  is  both  neceffary,  and  ad- 
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The  Authors  Opinion  of  the  Caufe  of  this 
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/¥  EDIC  AL  Writers  have  1  ranged 
JLVX  the  caufes  of  difeafes  .under  various 
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heads;  iotne  of  them  rather  more  fubtile* 
than  ufefuh  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  three 
of  them  :  the  immediate,  or  proximate  ;  the 
predifpofing,  or  remote  ;  arid  the  occafiona! 
caufe.  The  immediate,  or  proximate  caufe^ 
of  a  difeafe,  is  that  which  is  fufficient  of  it- 
felf  to  produce  the  difeafe.  The  predifpo- 
fing  caufes  are  fuch  as  precede,  aiid  lead  on 
to  the  immediate  ;  the  occafional  are  fuch  as 
fucceed,  and  promote  the  predifpofing  caufes; 
thefe,  being  all  combined  tDgether,  form 
the  immediate,  or  proximate  caufe. 

The  immediate  caufe,  then,  of  the  puer- 
peral  fever,  is  an  inflammation  of  the  in- 
teftines,  and  omentum .  For  the  truth  of 
this  aflertion  1  appeal  to  diffeitions.  The 
chief  predifpofing  caufe,  as  I  apprehend,  is 
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the  preffure  of  the  gravid  uterus  againfi  the 
inteftines,  and  omentum . 

,  The  uterus ,  after  impregnation,  rifes 
gradually,  out  of  the  pelvis,  into  .the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen .  As  it  afcends,  it  carries  its 
burden  along  with  it,  which  receives  a  gra¬ 
dual  increafe  in  its  bulk  every  day,  for  the 
fpace  of  nine  months  ;  till  at  laft  it  becomes  fo 
large  as  to  diftend  the  abdomen  to  an  amazing 
degree.  The  progrefs  of  this  diftenfion  is 
fuppofed  to  be  nearly  as  follows :  In  the 
fpace  of  three  months,  after  conception,  the 
uterus  rifes  above  the  brim  of  the  peJvisy  and 
the  tumour  in  the  abdomen  begins  to  appear.  At 
the  fifth  month,,  it  is  increafed  to  a  much 
greater  magnitude,  and  rifes  up  as  high 
as  the  middle  fpace  between  the  pubes  and 
the  navel.  By  the  feventh  month,  th zfun~ 
dus  uteri  reaches  as  high  as  the  navel,  and  at 
the  eighth  month,  it  is  advanced  midway  be¬ 
twixt  the  navel  and  fcrobiculus  cordis .  la 
the  ninth  month,  it  rifes  to  within  a  fmall 
fpace  of  the  lower  point  of  the  breaft-bone ; 
and  the  neck  of  the  uterus  is  then  wholly 
diftended  with  the  fundus ,  in  a  globular  form. 
It  is  eafy  to  imagine  that  the  regularity  of 
this  diflenfion  muff  vary,  more  or  lefs,  in 
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almoft  every  gravid  fubje£t ;  according  to  the 
bulk  of  the  child,’  the  quantity  of  waters 
contained  in  the  uterus ,  and  many  other  con¬ 
tingent  circumftances  attending  geftation : 
fo  that  the  very  lame  woman  will  hardly 
carry  her  burden  twice,  exactly  alike.  It  is 
remarked  by  authors  that  the  fubftance  of 
the. uterus  does  not,  in  general,  grow  thin¬ 
ner  by  extenfion,  but  rather  increafeth'  in 
thicknefs  ;  hence  its  preflure  again!!  any  part 
which  it  may  happen  to  reft  upon,  will  be 
pretty  great,  even  to  the  time  of  delivery.  As 
the  uterus  increafes  in  magnitude  it  will  begin 
to  fit  heavy  upon  the  inteftines,  and  by  the 
end  of  feven  months  I  fhould  imagine,  will 
prefs  ftrongly  again!!  them.  From  that 
time  to  the  approach  of  delivery  the  abdoi?ien 
muft  be  fo  tenfe  and  full,  and  the  preflure  fo 
great  again!!  both  the  inteftines  and  omentum , 
as  greatly  to  interrupt  the  circulation  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  thofe  vifeera.  And,  near  the 
term  of  childbirth,  it  muft  be  fo  much  in- 
creafed,  that  it  appears  to  me  much  more 
wonderful,  that  the  difeafe  does  not  oftener 
happen,  than  that  it  happens  fo  often  as  it 
does.  But  the  all-wife  Creator,  who  is  pro¬ 
vident  in  all  his  works,  hath  filled  the  gravid 

uterus 
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uterus  with  a  fluid,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
inteftines  as  well  as  the  tender  infant,  dur- 

mg  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  and  conftru&ed  the 
former  as  fo  many  large  hollow  moveable 
tubes,  filled  with  air  and  other  fluids,  rolling 
gently  one  upon  another,  and  therefore  eafily 
yielding  to  preflure,  and  not  fo  loon  affedted 
by  it.  The  fame  wifdom  is  alfb  conlpicuous 
in  the  fituation,  and  ftru&ure,  of  the  omen- 
tum;  for  it  is  generally  well  guarded  by  plenty 
of  fat,  and  not  very  fufceptible  of  feeling; 
and  is  placed,  in  a  loofe  flowing  ftate,  upon 
the  foftly  yielding  inteftines.  May  not 
likewife  that  diftribution  of  the  fat  in  lines, 
which  run  on  each  fide  its  blood-veflels, 
be  defigned  as  fo  many  bolfters  to  defend 
them  more  effeftually  from  preflure  ?  At 
leaft,  could  any  thing  be  more  artfully  de- 
vifed  for  fuch  a  purpofe  !  The  omentum ,  in 
the  latter  part  of  pregnancy,  muft  either  lie 
flat,  which  is  its  natural  fituation,  or  be 
rumpled  and  carried  up,  by  the  gravid  uterus , 
in  folds  or  doublings.  When  this  laft  is  the 
cafe,  which  probably  is  not  unfrequently  lo, 
,the  danger  of  a  ftrangulated  circulation  will 
be  the  greater. 

The 
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The  general  effefts  of  this  preffure  of  the 
gravid  uterus  upon  the  inteftines  and  omentum 
will  be,  to  interrupt  the  free  circulation  of  the 
blood,  particularly  in  thofe  parts  on  which 
it  happens  to  be  moft  prevalent,  and  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  tone  of  the  blood-veffels.  The 
other  parts,  more  free  from  this  compreffion, 
will  receive  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  into 
their  veffels  than  ufual ;  by  which  means 
they  will  be  diftended,  their  coats  weakened, 
and  the  furrounding  capillaries  filled  with  half 
ftagnating  fluids,  and  may  become  more  or 
Jefs  inflamed.  The  evils  attending  this 
preffure  muff  be  increafed  by  relpiratiom 
The  diaphragm,  at  every  full  infpiration  will 
prefs  the  inteftinal  vifeera  ftrongly  againft 
the  diftended  uterus ,  and  the  abdominal  muf- 
.cles  will  as  ftrongly  refift  it.  Hence  all  violent 
exercife,  or  labour,  in  an  advanced  ftate  of 
pregnancy,  muft  be  very  hurtful.  The 
frequent  vomitings,  which  happen  to  fame 
women  in  the  latter  end  of  geftation,  may 
for  the  fame  reafon  be  injurious,  If  the  child’s 
head,  or  any  hard  part  of  its  body,  fhould  be 
fo  placed  in  the  uterus  during  gravidity,  as 
to  prefs  ftrongly  upon  any  particular  part 
of  the  inteftinal  canal  or  omentum ,  then  the 
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danger  will  be  increafed ;  becaufe  in  that 
cafe,  it  would  aft  upon  it  like  a  hard  fixed 
body.  As  1  am  no  praftitioner  in  midwifery, 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  attending 
fo  minutely  to  the  different  complaints, 
arifing  from  this  fuppofed  preffure,  during 
the  ftate  of  pregnancy,  as  thofe  who  exercife 
that  art.  But  I  frequently  meet  with  women, 
after  delivery,  endeavouring  to  account  for 
their  pains  in  the  abdomen  affefting  any  parti¬ 
cular  part,  from  the  child’s  lying  more  on 
this,  or  that  fide,  during  geftation. 

The  nearer  the  womaji  approaches  to 
her  time,  the  greater  will  be  the  mifchiefs 
arifing  from  this  compreffion.  As  foon  as 
aftual  labour  comes  on,  the  woman  is  feized 
with  particular  pains,  returning  at  intervals, 
which  occafion  fuch  repeated  convulfive 
motions  upon  the  abdominal  mufcles  and 
diaphragm,  as  to  force  the  child  down  into 
the  pelvis  and  caufe  delivery.  By  this  pain¬ 
ful  and  laborious  aftion  the  body  is  much 
heated,  a  fever,  for  the  time  being,  is  pro¬ 
duced,  the  inteftines  and  omentum  are  flrongly 
rubbed,  and  ground  as  it  were,  againft  the 
gravid  uterus ,  at  every  convulfive  throe, 
till  the  child  makes  its  way  into  the  pelvis. 

After 
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After  the  expulfion  of  the  child  and  after¬ 
birth,  the  uterus  gradually  becomes  lets  and 
lefts,  and  at  Jaft  fhrinks  down  into  the  bottom 
of  the  pelvis.  The  teguments  of  the  abdomen , 
which  before  delivery  were  greatly  diftended, 
are  now  relaxed,  and  by  degrees  recover 
nearly  their  former  ftate.  The  inteftines  and 
omentum ,  being  freed  from  their  incumbrance, 

the  circulation  becomes  more  equal  through 
their  whole  fubftance;  the  veflels  of  thole 
parts,  on  which  the  uterus  chiefly  lay,  are 
immediately  filled  with  blood ;  but  being 
greatly  weakened,  by  fuch  a  long  continued 
preflure,  they  have  almoft  loft  their  elaftic 
power,  and  can  fcarcely  propel  forwards  their 
contained  fluids.  Juft  as  we  fee  a  compreffion, 
on  any  foft  external  part  of  the  body,  will 
caufe  a  blackneis  in  that  part,  probably  from 
an  extravafation  of  the  fluids,  which  will 
not  go  off  for  feveral  days.  And  why  may 

not  the  fame  thing  happen  to  the  tender 
fubftance  of  the  inteftines  and  ojnentum  ?  By 
thefe  means  the  veflels  become  completely 
filled  with  blood,  and  are  ripe  for  inflamma¬ 
tion.  And  if  the  injury  done  the  inteftines 
and  omentum ,  by  thefe  caufes,  or  others  to  be 

U  enume- 
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enumerated  hereafter,  be  fo  great  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  a&'iial  inflammation,  then  will  arife 
the  puerperal  fever.  But  if  on  the  contrary? 
the  veflfels  foon  recover  their  ftrength,  fo  as 
to  keep  up  a  free  circulation,  in  that  cafe 
the  patient  will  never  be  fenfible  of  any  in¬ 
jury,  and  will  be  reftored  to  her  health,  as 
if  nothing  had  happened.  From  hence  we 
may  account  for  the  mifchief  arifing  from 
the  negleft  of  procuring  ftools,  foon  after 
delivery ;  and  for  the  great  danger  of  keep¬ 
ing  lying-in  women  hot,  and  giving  them 
warm  fpices,  wine,  and  fpirituous  cordials ; 
left  the  inteftines  and  omentum ,  already  turgid 
with  blood,  fhould  catch  the  flame  and  de~ 
ftroy  the  patient  l 

1  will  now  proceed  to  confider  fome  other 
evil 'effects  anting  from  this  preffure.  By 
long  compreflion  the  inteftines  are,  in  fome 
meafure,  deprived  of  their  periftaltic  motion, 
their  coats  are  weakened,  and  become  in 
a  manner  paralytic.  Hence  coftivenefs, 
windy  complaints,  and  fpafmodic  conftriflions 
in  the  bowels,  fo  comrqon  to  pregnant  wo¬ 
men.  The  confequence  is,  that,  after  deli¬ 
very,  their  tone  being  loft,  they  become 

quickly 
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quickly  over-diftended  with  flatus,  which  I 
imagine  happens  more  or  lefs  after  all  deli¬ 
veries,  but  particularly  after  thofe  that  are 
unluccefsful ;  the  capillary  veflfels  of  their 
tunics  having  likewife,  as  laid  above,  loft  their 
'  elafticity,  are  ealily  diftended  with  blood,  and 
foon  brought  into  an  inflammatory  ftate.  Be- 
fides,  any  particular  papt  of  the  inteftines,  not 
covered  by  the  omentum ,  will  be  particularly 
liable  to  thefe  inconveniencies.  Now  that 
part  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  which  is  fituated 
in  the  hypogaftric  region,  is  feldom  covered 
by  the  omentum ,  but  lies  naked,  and  expofed 
to  this  compreflion.  And  as  the  child 
feems  chiefly  fupported  in  the  abdomen  1  by 
refting  upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ,  tire 
greateft  preflu  re  will  commonly  be  upon  the 
imall  inteftines,  either  in  the  right  or  left 
iliac  region,  or  direfUy  in  the  middle  above 
the  os  pubis .  From  this  laft  circumftance  I 
account  for  the  pain  and  tendernefs  of  the 
hypogaftric  region,  which  is  generally  the 
conftant  and  inseparable  companion  of  this 
dileafe,  and  therefore  conftitutes  the  chief 
pathognomonic  fymptom.  In  difleflion  the 
lirft,  and  fixth,  the  inteftines  were  chiefly 
affefted  on  the  left  fide ;  probably  from  the 

U  z  utents  * 
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uterus  preffing  more  on  that  fide,  than  the 
other.  In  the  fixth  diffedtion  it  is  obferved, 
that  the  coats  of  the  inteftines  were  more 
thickened  on  the  left  fide  of  the  abdomen , 
than  on  the  right ;  which  appearance  is  gene¬ 
rally  deemed  a  certain  fign  of  a  preceding  in¬ 
flammation.  And  this,  in  all  probability, 
was  the  caufe  of  that  partial  circumferibed 
inflammation  of  the  inteftines,  a  little  above 
the  os  pubis ,  mentioned  alfo  in  the  fame  dif- 
fection  h  T'rom  all  which  it  appears,  that 
the  inteftinal  canal  muft  particularly  fuffer 
in  this  difeafe ;  efpecially  in  its  inferior  part, 
where  the  preffure  is  fo  great,  and  io  con- 

ft  ant,  and  where  the  inteftines  have  no 

'  '  •  '  6  '  ’  * 

apron,  or  covering,  inch  as  the  omentum ,  to 
defend  them.  And  from  hence  likewife,  as 
I  imagine,  arifes  the  great  deception,  among 
authors,  relating  to  the  cache  of  this  diforder. 
For,  finding  it  generally  accompanied  with 
a  pain  in  the  region  of  the  pubes ,  happening 
loon  after  delivery,  they  immediately  con¬ 
cluded  that  it  muft  of  courfe  be  owing  to  an 
inflammation,  or  feme  other  affection  of  the 
uterus ;  which  communicated  its  effects  to  the 


,  ), 


Pa3-  S3- 


hypogaftiO 


I 


PUERPERAL  FEVER,  157 

hypogaftric  region,  and  was  irritated  by  any 
compreffion  made  upon  the  abdomen .  Where¬ 
as  it  appears,  by  the  difieCtions,  that  the 
uterus  was  funk  down  within  the  cavity  of 

♦ 

the  pelvis ,  out  of  the  reach  of  external  pref- 
fure,  and  in  a  found  Rate.  Hence  then,  I 
think,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  what 
they  in  general  afcribed  to  an  inflammation 
of  the  uterus ,  was  owing  purely  to  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  inteftinal  canal. 

The  faeces  being  long  pent  up,  by  the 
preflure  of  the  gravid  uterus ,  become  putrid, 
and,  in  the  large  inteftines,  often  fo  hard  as 
to  be  concreted  into  a  fort  of  balls.  This 
evil  extending,  more  or  lefs,  through  the 
whole  inteftinal  circumvolution,  that  is,  flx 
times  the  length  of  the  perfon’s  body,  affords 
an  ample  fource  of  putrefaction  to  irritate, 
and  corrupt  the  inteftines,  and,  ,at  length,  to 
infeCt  the  whole  fabrick  ;  but  particularly  the 
ftomach  and  omentum ,  parts  which  are  in¬ 
jured  by  the  fame  caufes,  and  clofely  con¬ 
nected.  Thofe  vifcera ,  being  once  difeafed, 
will  a£t  reciprocally  upon  each  other  :  the 
bowels  will  affeCt  the  ftomach,  and  injured 
$mentum\  thefe,  in  return,  will  refleCt  back 
'the  diforder  upon  the  inteftines ;  by  which 

means 
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means  the  complaints  will  fometiipes  become 
lo  general  over  the  whole  abdomen  >  that  neither 
the  phyfician  nor  the  patient  can  hardly 
fcribe  the  true  fituation  of  the  dilorder ;  how¬ 
ever,  generally  fpeaking,  its  chief  feat  will 
be  found  in  home  part  of  the  hypogaftric 
region.  A  fever  will  fncceed,  accompanied 
with  great  third,  violent  pain  of  the  head,  and 
frequently  with  a  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  or 
vomiting.  The  body  will  be  either  coftive, 
or  nature,  by  a  beneficent  effort,  will  indicate 
the  method  ot  cure,  by  a  diarrhoea .  If  this 
laft  fhould  be  the  cafe,  and  the  difchanie 
fhould  be  very  plentiful,  fo  as  thoroughly  to 
empty  the  inteftinal  canal,  and  make  a  re- 
yulfion  from  the  inflamed  inteftines  and 
amentum ,  the  dileafe  will  terminate  favoura¬ 
bly  ;  unlefs  it  hath  unhappily  taken  too  deep 
root,  before  this  falutary  evacuation  was 
brought  about.  Then,  indeed,  the  intelli- 
nal  canal  and  o?nentnm  will  become  more  and 

*  \  Vi 

more  affedled,  and  will  foon  change  from  an 
inflamed,  to  a  gangrenous  ftate. 

What  I  have  here  advanced,  may  undoubt¬ 
edly  appear  very  lingular.  It  is  true  we  have 
no  accounts,  in  any  author  which  I  have 
met  with,  of  an  inflammation  of  the  iptef- 

tines 
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tines  and  omentum  being  the  general  caufe  of 
fevers  after  delivery,  and  ariflng  chiefly 
from  the  preflu  re  of  the  gravid  uterus .  But 
there  are  fome  paflages,  in  feveral  writers  ot 
no  fmall  diftinction,  that  ftrongly  indicate  a 
poflibility  of  the  omentum  being  greatly  in¬ 
jured,  merely  by  compreflion.  Caspar 
Bauhin,  treating  of  the  omentum ,  fays, 
“  That  in  fome  women,  after  delivery,  it  re¬ 
mains  fo  collected  about  the  middle  of  the 
belly,  as  frequently  to  excite  conflderable 
pains1.”  And  the  ingenious  Ruysch  had 
often  been  furprifed  with  hard  oblong  tu¬ 
mours,  remaining  in  the  abdomen  after  child¬ 
birth,  for  years  together,  with  little  or  no 
pain,  though  generally  with  lome  inconve¬ 
nience  or  other,  till  he  difcovered  the  true 
caufe  by  difledlion.  For  he  then  found,  in 
one  of  thefe  cafes,  the  omentum  very  much 
thickened,  elongated,  and  degenerated  into  a 
fat  flefhy  fcirrhous  fubftance,  adhering  above 
to  the  bottom  of  the  flomach,  and  below 
to  the  fundus  uteri  V’  Baron  van  Swietek 
endeavours  to  account  for  fuch  inftances,  as 
the  firft  above-mentioned,  by  fuppoflng  the 

*  Theat.  Anatom,  lib.  i.  cap.  xii.  pag.  44. 

*Qbfcrr.  Aaatom.  chirurg.Cent.  obtemt.  lxiii.  pag.  59. 
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omentum  to  be  rolled  up  into  the  abdomen , 
by  the  riling  uterus ,  and  there,  by  the  pref- 
lure  of  it,  or  by  fome  other  caufe,  to  become 
exficcated,  and  to  have  its  lamellae  concreted, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  hinder  it  afterwards 
from  falling  down,  and  regaining  its  proper 
fituation.  His  words  are,  “  Videtur  autetn 
quandoque  omentum  ab  uterp  ajjurgente  con - 
volvi*,  &  compile  art :  Ji  jam,  vel  ab  uteri  com - 
prejjione ,  vel  ab  alia  quae  unique  caufa ,  Jiccefcat 
omentum ,  concretio  lamellarum  omenti  metuen- 
da  erit ,  nec  deplete  per  par  turn  utero  poterit 
evolviy  ut  prijlinum  locum  occupet  V*  But 
might  not  fuch  changes  be  rather  attributed 
to  a  preceding  inflammation  of  the  omentum , 
cau fed  by  the  prelTure  of  the  uterus  during 
gravidity-?  The  celebrated  Morgagni, 
in  his  late  excellent  work,  feems  to  be  of 
this  opinion,  and  quotes  thefe  very  two  in- 
flances :  “  During  pregnancy,  fays  he,  the 
omentum ,  being  cbmpreffed  by  the  uterus  and 
the  other  vifceray  and  for  that  reafon  fome- 
times  Inflamed,  may  be  formed  into  an 
oblong  and  almoft  feirrhous  tumour,  which 
remains  in  fome  after  delivery;  as  has  even 

5  Comment,  in  Boerh.  Aph.  tom,  iv.  pag.  4.60. 

been 
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been  obferved  by  me  ;  and  affects  them  fome- 
times  with  pain,  but  always  with  fome  in¬ 
convenience  or  other,  asRuYscn  has  taught 
ns,  and,  before  him,  Bauhin  had  hinted  V* 
Thefe  obfervations  therefore  (to  which  I 
did  not  attend  till  I  had  committed  my 
thoughts  on  this  fubjedl  to  paper)  help  to 
confirm  me  in  my  opinion  ;  namely,  That  the 
immediate  caufe  of  the  puerperal  fever,  is 
an  inflammation  of  the  inteftines  and  omen - 
turn ;  and  that  the  chief  predifpofing  caufe, 
is  the  preffure  of  the  gravid  uterus . 

Another  great  misfortune  attending  gravi¬ 
dity  is,  that  the  whole  abdominal  vifcera , 
being  ftraitened  for  want  of  room,  will  prefs 
ftrongly  againfl:  the  diaphragm,  and  aorta 
defcendens ,  by  which  means  the  lungs  can¬ 
not  be  fufflciehtly  expanded,  a  lefler  quantity 
of  blood  will  be  carried  into  the  inferior  parts 
of  the  body,  and  a  greater  quantity  retained 
in  the  fuperior,  that  is,  from  the  midriff  up* 
wards;  This  over-flow  of  blood  will  croud 
in  upon  the  heart,  which  will  propel  it; 
direflly  into  the  aorta ,  in  order  to  be  carried 
into  the  extreme  parts  of  the  body.  But  the 

*  De  $cd.  et  Cauf.  Morb.  tom.  ii.  ep.  xlviii.  §  4 <5. 
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circulation  being  interrupted,  in  the  inferior 
part  of  that  great  trunk,  prevents  its  paffing 
readilv  to  the  lower  extremities,  therefore 
a  larger  quantity  mud  neceffarily  pafs  into 
the  aorta  afcendens,  and  quickly  return  again 
into  the  lungs  from  whence  it  came.  By 
thefe  means,  the  circulation  will  be  confin¬ 
ed,  as  it  were,  to  a  leffer  circuit ;  the  capil¬ 
lary  veffels  of  the  lungs  will  be  continually 
over-diftended  with  blood ;  the  circulation 
in  them  greatly  impeded ;  and  that  organ 
always  prepared  to  receive  an  inflammatory 
or  putrefcent  diathefis ,  upon  any  fupervening 
caiifes,  which  may  tend  to  bring  on  fuch  a 
difpofition.  The  violent  circulation,  and 
heat,  produced  by  the  labour-pains,  together 
with  the  fever,  caufed  by  the  inflammation  of 
the  inteftihes  and  omentum ,  will,  I  imagine, 
very  frequently  be  fully  fufficient  to  effect 
this.  Hence,  probably,  comes  that  ealy 
tran fition  which  this  diforder  feems  to  make 
upon  the  lungs  !  The  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  the  cough  ;  the  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
and  the  rednefs  of  the  face  after  exercife,  fa 
common  to  pregnant  women,  fupport  the 
former  part  of  our  argument ;  and  the  perip- 
neumonic  fymptoms,  fo  often  accompanying 

the 
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the  puerperal  fever,  diffidently  countenance 
jthe  latter. 

From  what  has  been  faid  we  may  con* 
elude,  that  the  degrees  of  this  difeafe  may 
be  various,  from  the  flighted:  to  the  mod 
violent,  according  to  the  date  of  the  bowels 
and  omentum ,  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  If 
they  are  very  flightly  affedted,  the  difeafe,  by  a 
gentle  treatment,  may  go  off  in  a  very  little 
time.  If  more  than  flightly  affe&ed,  then 
it  will  require  a  longer  fpace,  and  more 
efficacious  methods.  If  dill  more  affected, 
the  danger  will  rife  in  proportion  ;  and  fo  on, 
till  at  length  it  may  arrive  at  the  mod  vio¬ 
lent  degree,  efpecially  when  complicated 
with  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  be  in 
danger  of  proving  fatal  in  a  very  fliort 
time  !  This  is  not  mere  furmife  ;  for,  I  think 
1  dare  venture  to  affirm,  from  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  that  there  are  all  thefe  dates,  and 
degrees,  of  the  puerperal  fever. 

And  hence  alio  we  may  be  able  to  give 
fome  reafon,  why  this  difeafe  is  the  mod 
eafy,  and  the  mod  difficult  to  cure  :  Why 
its  flighted  degree  is  only  a  fmall  remove 
from  the  date  in  which  all  women  are,  after 
childbirth ;  and  why  its  mod  violent  de* 

X  2  gree 
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grec  is  only  a  little  remove  from  death : 
Why  all  lying-in  women  have  been,  and 
ever  will  be,  fubjedt  to  this  difeafe ;  becaufe 
the  caufes  that  produce  it  are  common  tq 
pregnant  women,  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
fclimates  :  Why  the  uterus  is  not,  according 
to  the  generally  received  opinion,  the  chief 
part  injured;  and  why,  on  difle&ion,  it  was 
even  found  in  a  found  Rate  *  :  Why  neither 
a  fuppreftion  of  the  lochia ,  nor  of  the  milk, 
is  the  caufe  of  this  diforder ;  but  moftly 
lymptomatical ;  As  alfc  why  the  puerperal 
fever  is  not  an  infect  ion  s  difeafe,  any  more 
than  the  iliacpaffion,  apleurify,  a  nephritis ,  or 
an  inflammation  in  any  other  part  of  the  body : 
Why  it  may  iii  general  be  eafily  cured,  if 
taken  at  the  beginning ;  and  why  a  negledt 
of  it  muft  often  prove  fatal :  Why  all  teftace- 
©us  powders,  and  aftringents  of  every  kind, 
given  at  the  beginning,  muft  frequently 
prove  deftruftive  ;  and  why  a  compreffion 
by  bandage  upon  the  abdomen ,  in  this  malady, 

v  a.  '  1  *  '  '  r  '  r 
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*  Inftapces,  of  this  kind?  are  preferved  in  tjie  anatomical 
Museum,  of  that  accurate  and  ingenious  Anatomifl  Mr. 
HENRY  WATSON  of  "Rathbone-Place,  Soho  ;  '  whofe 
Valuable  Colle&ion  is  always  open  for  the  general  improve¬ 
ment  of  medical  fcience*  ' 
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or  even  after  any  delivery,  is  hurtful :  Why 
miliary,  and  other  febrile  eruptions,  are  not 
the  neceflary  confequence  of  this  diforder, 
hut  merely  accidental  *.  From  what  has 
been  propofed  we  may  Jikewjfe  learn,  why 
clyfters,  and  cathartics,  are  fo  effe&ual 
in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper,  and 
why  all  other  methods  fhould  prove  un- 
fuccefsfql,  without  them;  why  bleeding, 
therefore,  may  be  only  looked  upon  as  a 
fecondary  help,  though  it  fhould  always  be  the 
firft  in  point  of  time :  Why  in  all  fevers, 
fucceeding  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  an  evacua¬ 
tion  by  the  inteftinal  canal  is  the  principal 
remedy;  And  laftly,  why  a  thorough  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  nature,  caule,  and  cure, 
of  the  puerperal  fever,  is  a  certain  key  to 
the  knowledge,  and  treatment,  of  all  fevers 
happening  after  delivery;  whether  under  the 
name  of  milk-fever,  or  any  other. 

Having  pointed  out  the  noxious  effects,  of 
the  primary  and  grand  predilpofing  caufe  pf 
this  difeafe,  the  preffure  of  the  gravid  uterus , 

¥  ,  J  (  r  '  f  K  *  * 

*  Qn  tfils  head  confult  the  judicious  writings  of  the 
celebrated  ProfefTor  AN^ONIUS  de  HAEN,  in  his  Ratio 
\ Medsndi . 
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1  will  proceed  to  enumerate  fome  other  caule* 
which  have  the  fame  evil  tendency.  Thefe 
happen  either  before,  or  after  delivery.  The 
principal  caufes,  after  delivery,  which  may  be 
termed  occalional,  are  too  free  an  ufe  of  cordials 
and  fpices;  an  over-heated  air;  an  unhealthy 
ftate  of  the  atmplphere ;  piieafinefs  of 
mind  ;  a  bad  habit  of  body  ;  an  ob ft ru di¬ 
ed  perforation ;  but  efpecially  the  neglect 
of  keeping  the  belly  gently  open  foon  after 
childbirth  ;  arid  in  a  word,  every  poflible  aq- 
cident  which  is  capable  of  increafing  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  blood.  For  the  inteftines 

•  if  -  .  ■ 

and  omentum ,  being  prepared  as  it  were,  by 
the  preceding  uterine  compreflion,  to  receive 

any  febrile  commotion  railed  in  the  blood, 

*  "  ’  ■  .  > 

will  be  ever  ready  to  catch  the  flame,  let  the 
exciting  caufes  be  whatfoever  they  will :  I 
only  particularize  the  above  as  the  moft 
common,  and  the  moft  prevalent. 

And  as  the  puerperal  fever  hath  a  ftrong 
tendency,  to  run  quickly  into  a  ftate  of  putre- 
jfa&ion  ;  all  caufes,  during  pregnancy,  which 
contribute  to  bring  on  a  corruption  of  the 
blood  and  juices,  will  greatly  conduce  to  this 
difeale.  Hence  breathing  a  moift,  or  impure 

$ir ;  want  of  cleanlinefs ;  indolence  ;  vexation; 
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intemperance 
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intemperance  of  every  kind  ;  great  coftive- 
nefs ;  hard  labour,  or  violent  exercife ;  high- 
feafoned  meats ;  too  much  animal  food  ;  are 
all  very  powerful  predifpoting  caufes.  Preg- 
nantwomen,  therefore,  fhould  be  very  care¬ 
ful,  to  avoid  all  thefe  things  as  much  as 
poUible.  Their  diet  fhould  be  plain,  and 
fimple ;  with  a  due  mixture  of  animal  and 
vegetable  fubftances.  They  fhould  eat  plen¬ 
tifully  of  fruit,  and  drink  mild,  cooling,  and 
acefcent  liquors.  It  this  fort  of  diet  be  not 
fufficient  to  keep  the  body  gently  open,  as 
coftivenels  is  particularly  to  be  avoided,  they 
fhould  take,  now  and  then,  a  little  cream  of 
tartar,  lenitive  ele&uary,  or  rnagnefia.  Their 
exercife  fhould  be  regular,  but  always  mode¬ 
rate;  they  fhould  carefully  guard  againfl 
violent  paffions,  and  all  anxious  cares :  and 
to  avoid  the  bad  effefts  of  indolence,  let 
them  employ  themfelves  in  fuch  domeflic  oc¬ 
cupations  as  amufe  the  mind,  without  fati¬ 
guing  the  body. 

Twill  now  endeavour  to  account  for  fome, 
of  the  morbid  appearances,  which  I  obferved 
in  the  diffeftion  of  thofe  who  died  of  this 
fever.  The  depraved  liquors,  .found  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  fprang;  in. 
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all  probabilit}^  from  that  volatile  lymph., 
which  is  Continually  perfpiring  through  every 
pore  of  the  abdominal  vifcera ,  and  peritoneeumi 
and  from  the  difeafed  parts  of  the  inteftines 
and  omentum .  The  quantity  of  pus,  which 
was  found  mixed  with  thefe  vitiated  fluids  % 
was  probably  the  effects  of  the  inflammation 
on  the  furface  of  the  laft-mentioned  vifcera . 
Juft  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  fee  pus  fre¬ 
quently  generated  on  the  external  parts  of 
the  body,  in  fome  inflammations  of  the  eyes 
for  example,  without  any  excoriation,  or  lofs 
of  fubftance.  This  opinion  feems  to  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  fixth  diflection,  where  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  pus  was  feen  actually  adhering  to  the 
integuments  which  lay  over  the  recently 
inflamed  furface  of  the  inteftines z.  This 
purulent  difcharge,  as  faft  as  it  collected,  * 
would,  in  general,  be  wafhed  away  by  the 
perfpirable  fluids  ftcaming  through  the  pores 
of  the  abdominal  cavity,  as  well  as  by  the 
general  mafs  of  liquors  collefted  in  th t  pelvis 
and  abdomen ,  and  would  be  found  mixed 

therewith. 

% 
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The  great  inflation  of  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines  %  might  be  owing  partly  to  a 
paralytic  weaknels  of  their  coats,  from  long 
preflure,  fo  as  to  render  them  eafily  diftend- 
ed ;  but  particularly  to  the  air  continually 
generating  from  the  putrefaction  of  the  ex- 
crementitious  humours,  caufing  irritation  and 
fpafmodic  conftriCtions  in  various  parts  of 
the  inteftinal  canal.  As  a  proof  of  this  laft 
we  find,  where  a  profufe  dilcharge  by  ftool 
hath  come  on  from  the  beginning,  and  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  fo  as  to  carry  off  this  putrefcent  matter 
as  faft  as  it  was  collected,  that  the  inteftines 
were  not  fo  diftended  with  flatus',  as  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  fubjeCts  of  the  firft,  and  fourth 
difleCtion. 

The  flight  adhefion  of  the  inteftines  to, 
each  other  %  might  be  principally  caufed  by 
the  inflammation  of  their  coats,  aflifted  by 
preflu  re:  The  inflamed  omentum  when  it 
is  not  rumpled  up,  but  lies  fmoothly  over  the 
furface  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  may  likewife 
fometimes  tend  to  bring  about  this  effeCt. 
In  the  fubjeCt  of  the  fourth  difleCtion,  where 

‘Pag.  41.  43.  48.  53.  3  Pag,  38.  41.48. 
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the  omentum  covered  the  whole  furface  of  the 
inteftines,  *it  adhered  clofely  not  only  to  the 
wife  era  below,  but  to  the  peritonaeum  above  *. 
The  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  this  adhefion 
may  alfo  depend  pretty  much  upon  the 
greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  fluid  collected  in 
the  abdomen ;  which  by  its  interposition  might 
hinder,  or  diflolve,  fuch  continuity.  The 
drynefs  of  the  parts,  in  the  fourth  fubjecl  of 
diffedlion,  was,  as  1  apprehend,  the  chief 
caufeof  that  general  adhefion  of  the  omentum 
to  the  whole  compafs  of  the  abdomen  which 
lay  within  its  contadl. 

There  is  one  circumftance,  appearing  on 
diffefition,  which  at  firft  feems  almoft  un¬ 
accountable.  I  mean,  how  it  comes  to  pafs 
that  the  inteftines  and  omentum T  in  the  fpace 
of  three  or  four  days  from  the  time  of  com¬ 
plaining,  fhould  receive  fo  much  injury ! 
The  fubjecl  of  the  third  diffedlion  complain¬ 
ed  only  on  the  third  day  after  delivery, 
and  fii£  died  on  the  fixth,  with  the  inteftines 
greatly  injured,  and  the  omentum  in  a  gangre¬ 
nous  ftate.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  how 
the  malady,  could  make  fuch  a  progrefs  in 
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fo  diort  a  time.  Yet  this  circumdance,  drange' 
as  it  is,  drongly  corroborates  the  opinion  ad-*  ‘ 
vanced  above;  namely,  that  the  intedines 
and  omentum  become  fo  chafed  and  irritat- 
ed,  by  the  compreffion  and  fri&ion,  of  the 
gravid  uterus ,  during  labour,  as  to  be  almod 
in  a  date  of  inflammation,  in  mod  women, 
at  the  time  of  delivery :  and  that  very 
flender  fupervening  caufes,  fuch  as  havQ 
been  recited,  will  frequently  reduce  it  to 
that  date,  and  thus  bring  on  the  puerperal 
fever.  Nay,  I  dare  almod  venture  to  go 
further  and  fay,  that  it  is  not  impoffible,  but 
very  probable,  that  the  omentum  may  fome- 
times  be  in  a  date  of  inflammation  even  be¬ 
fore  delivery,  and  the  patient  not  be  fenfible 
of  it.  Suppofe  the  uterus ,  for  indance, 
fhould  make  a  long  continued  preflure  upon 
one  particular  Ipot,  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
omentum ,  and  all  the  red  be  pretty  free. 
Might  not  an  inflammation  take  place,  fome 
days  preceding  delivery,  upon  that  par¬ 
ticular  part  only,  and  be  fome  time  before 
it  fpread  fo  as  to  affe£t  the  whole  omentum  ? 
Now,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  prefume,  that  the  pa-? 
tient  would  not  be  immediately  fenfible  of 
any  pain,  becaufe  of  the  infenfibility  of  .the 

Y  2  omentum ; 
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omentum ;  that  is,  not  till  the  inflammation 
had  ipread  itfelf  pretty  nearly  all  over  that 
organ,  and  reached  the  upper  part,  where 
the  nerves  become  larger,  and  where  it  is 
connected  with  the  other  vifcera.  And  if 
fome  flight  pains  fhould  come  on,  either 
before,'  or  immediately  after  delivery,  the 
patient  might  confound  them  with  labour, 
or  after-pains,  and  pay  no  regard  to  them 
till  the  inflammation  became  general.  In 
this  cafe,  as  the  difeafe  advanced,  a  fup- 
pu  rati  on,  or  gangrene,  or  both,  would  feize 
firfl:  upon  the  ipot  primarily  affefted,  and 
from  thenpe  gradually  advance  upwards. 
The  jnteftines  alfo,  though  actually  inflamed, 
are  not  always  attended  with  that  degree 
of  pain,  fever,  and  other  violent  fymptoms, 
which  are  commonly  expected,  I  have 
known  a  puerperal  patient  fit  up  in  bed,  eat 
heartily,  and  complain  of  very  little  pain 
in  the  abdomen ,  unlefs  upon  prefling  it,  yet 
the  difpafe  in  a  few  days  hath  proved  mortal, 
and  I  have  found  the  inteftines  greatly  in¬ 
flamed,  By  thefe  means  the  difeafe  may 
perhaps,  now  and  then,  make  great  progrefs 
before  delivery,  and  either  not  be  felt  at  all, 
Pt  be  miftaken  for  pther  pains.  Befides, 

the 
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the  female  fex,  being  fubjeft,  from  their 
peculiar  make  and  nature,  to  a  variety  of 
changes  and  pains  about  the  region  of  the 
abdomen ,  are  more  inured,  as  it  were,  to 
pain  in  general,  and  bear  it  much  better, 
upon  moft  occafions,  than  men.  And  this 
alfo  may  be  one  great  reafon  why  they  often 
negledl  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  puer¬ 
peral  fever,  thinking,  like  many  of  their 
other  complaints,  they  will  ceafe  of  them- 
felves. 

From  the  infallibility  therefore  of  the  omen¬ 
tum ,  from  the  difeafe  fometimes  beginning 
at  its  lower  part,  and  from  the  primary  de¬ 
grees  of  pain  in  the  inteftinal  canal  being 
miftaken  for  others  of  a  different  nature,  I 
account  for  the  feeming  inconliftencies  with 
refpedt  to  the  time  of  complaining,  and 
the  great  havoclc  which  is  found  to  be  made 
upon  the  inteftines  and  omentum ,  fo  foon  after 
the  difeafe  puts  on  its  true  appearance.*  Upon 
the  fame  principles  we  may  account  for  the 
diftemper  coming  on,  either  before,  or  im¬ 
mediately  after  delivery ;  for  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  which  had  particularly  feized  the 
Jower  part  of  the  omentum ,  in  the  fubje&s 

of 
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of  the  fecqnd,  and  fourth  difle&ion 1 :  as  * 
alfo  for  the  fudcjen  and  imminent  danger, 
which,  in  feme  cafes,  muft  attend  it.  And 
laftly,  from  what  has  been  faid,  the  curious 
reader  may  likewife  explain  many  other  par¬ 
ticulars,  which  will  naturally  occur  to  him 
in  the  perufal  of  the  defcription,  prognoftics, 
difledtions,  and  cure  of  this  difeafe;  but  which 
Would  be  too  tedious  to  recount  here.  It  is 
fufficient,  for  the  prefent  purpoie,  to  have 
drawn  the  great  out- lines  which  lead  to  a}l 
the  reft. 

To  conclude:  we  have  feen  in  the  preceding 
chapter  that  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  au¬ 
thors,  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates  to 
this  day,  That  this  difeafe  principally  arifes 
either  from  a  fuppreftion  of  the  lochia ;  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  uterus  ;  a  retention  of  the 
milk ;  or  from  feme  other  complaint  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  uterus .  My  differing  fo  widely 
in  opinion,  therefore,  from  the  eftabliflied 
fentiment  of  fo  many  ages,  may  require  feme 
apology.  All  that  I  can  offer  in  my  defence 
is,  that  I  have  drawn  my  notion,  of  the  caufe 
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of  this  difeafe,  from  a  courfe  of  realbning 
fupported  by  diffedtions  ;  and  have  grounded 
my  theory,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  all 
its  lymptoms.  Appealing  to  the  candour  of 
the  reader,  I  humbly  fbbmit  the  whole  to 
ftand,  or  fall,  by  the  teft  of  future  obferva- 
tions ;  and  left  I  ftiould  have  erred,  I  will  now 
make  the  fame  excufe,  and  in  the  fame  words, 
as  I  have  upon  another  occafion  z.  Nunc , 
propofitum  meum  perfect ,  et  per  toturn  opus, 
intrare  tentavi  hi  abdlta  quafi  et  penetralia 
morbi ,  quo  facilius  ejus  latebras  et  recefus 
f  ate  facer  em ,  omnibujque  exponerem  ;  quod  Ji 
re  die  peregi ,  mihi  abunde  eft Jin  minus , 
humanum  eft  err  are. 


1  In  Libello  de  Scorbuto,  pag  91. 
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In  Preface,  Page  vi.  Line  t,  for  ffe£ls — read  effe&s. 

Jn  Page  after  Contents,  for  Vere,  fare — read  Verejciref 
In  Treatife,  Page  8,  Line  2,  for  noways, — read  in  no  wife. 

Page  5 6,  Line  6,  dele  a  pretty  large  quantity  of  thin  bloody  liquor  was 
found  in  each  cavity  of  the  thorax. 
f  Pagebq,  Line  12,  for  The  London — read  The  City  of  London, 
age  72,  Line  7,  for  tr  xnent — read  treatment. 
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